
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



/o6y 



KfF «»S- 




J^arbarli College 3-itirarg 

FROM THE BEqUEST OF 

JAMES WALKER, D.D., LL.D., 

(Class of 1814) 

FORMER PRESIDENT OF HARVARD COLLEGE; 

** Preference being given to works in the Intellectual 
and Moral Sciences." 



( 



'i 



I 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A 

SUMMONS OF WAKENING} 

OR, 

THE EVIL TENDENCY AND DANGER 

OF 

SPECULATIVE PHILOSOPHT, 

EXEMPLIFIED 

IN 

Mr. LESLIE'S IN^IRT INTO THE NATURE OF HEAT^ 

AMD 

I MsL. MALTHVS's ESSAT ON POPULATION, 

} ▼ 

And in thiU Specuhoive System of Common LaWf which is at pnunt 
r administered in these Kingdoms » 




TO WBlCa is SUBJOlIfMDf 
A 

PROSPECTUS OF AN INQUIRY 

INTO THB 

ORIGIN OF GOVERNMENT AND LAfV. 



HAWICK: 
Printed aud Sold by Robert Armstrong* 

SOLD ALfiO BY W. AMD J. DBA8> BBINBURGH; M. OGLE, GLASGOW; 
J. MO&RISON) PBBT|i; F. JOLLIB^ CARLISLB ; A. THOMSON, JED« 
JVRGH; A. RVTHBRFVRDy KELSO ; AND J. RB1D| BERWICK. 

1807. 



r 

> , 



Digitized byJL^OOQl^ 



v<PF «ts- 






V7 



L r- ■, , w. ^ 



U) aJ-KAA- -jU^vvA- 





.* Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PREFACE. 



1 HE following Observations upon Mr. Leslie's 
Inquiry into the Nature of Heat, and upon Mr. 
Malthus's Essay on Population, were originally 
intended to have been given as a note upon the 
proposed Inquiry, into the Origin of Govem- 
mept and Law, by way of examples of the per- 
version of that plan which, it will be there shown, 
the Creator established at the very beginning, 
for the proper construction of language,, and as, 
striking examples of the perversion of the na- 
tural use of it J but these Observations having 
unavoidably become far too voluminous to be 
inserted in the shape of a note, the Author has 
been induced, by the advice of some respectable 
fidends, to whose consideration they have been 
submitted, and in whose good understanding he 
can with confidence rely, to submit them to 
the consideration of the public, in the shape in 
which they now appear, as a separate work, by 
way of Introduptioa to the proposed Inquiry 
into the Origin of Government and Law* He has 
been the more readily induced to comply with 
the vdshes of his frieiids, in presuming to sub- 
mit these Observations to the judgment of the 
pubUc, at this time, on account of two bills which 
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have been lately introduced into Parliament; 
the one by a Noble Lord, lately high in office, 
for reforming the Courts of yustice in Scotland^ , 
and the other by a Right Honourable Gentle- 
man,y&r the Abolition of the Poor Laws. As the 
facts stated in the latter part of the Observations 
on Mr. Malthus^s Book on Population, and 
upon the present System of the Common Lavr 
of this country, appear to be highly necessary 
for the consideration of every member of our 
Great National Council, before they proceed to 
give their vote, for or against enacting either 
of these bills into a law ; and, because it has 
appeared to him, from the speeches which have 
been made for and against these proposed laws^ 
as detailed in the newspapers, that the facts con- 
tained in these remarks, which are now most 
humbly submitted to their notice, have not yet 
occurred to their observation. 



ERRATA. 

Page 49 line 25, after inquiry ; add iv^. 

' 8, — 22> for «&T, read utt^r. 

" ■ 80, — 2, for tbeu terms render^ read has ruukred* 

— — 103, — 21, for hadf read heed. 

— -— 104»— • 24, for species o/iruti, sfeciotu truib. 

— — 175, — 8> for ofi read or. 

*— *- 219, — 24, ddc /o. 

—— 222, — 28, after /© ^f, add ifl/rofeffii 

'— ^*3«> — 12, dele W//A,- . 
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OBSERVATIONS 

On Mr. Leslie's Inquiry info the Nature oj 
Heat^ and on the Speculative Opinions con-- 
tained in his Book. 



TRUTH MUST PREVAIi;. 



In the proposed Inquiry into the Origin^ "^ 
Government and Law, a Prospectus of wHicii 
is hereto subjoined, it wijl be shown, that, by 
the proper exercise of these senses,^and those ra- 
tional faculti€5 which the Creator has bestowed 
upon man, when properly conjoined with those 
divine revelations which he has made of himself, 
oi^his works, and of his will, mankind are ena- 
bled to acquire all the knowledge which is ne- 
cessary for their comfort and happiness, and for 

B 
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the proper regulation of their conduct, while 
they remain in this world. It will be shown, 
that, by a proper combination of reason and re- 
velation, mankind are enabled to acquire a 
knowledge of that beautiful, but simple plan 
upon which all nature i$ formed ; of that system 
which the Creator established at the beginning, 
for the government of all his works ; and of the 
law which he also, established for the regulation 
of that government. From whence it will ap- 
pear, that no art, or science, or invention, can be 
useful to man, if it is not constructed upon the 
same plan as that which the wisdom of the 
Creator devised, for the construction of nature 
itself. It will appear also, that the only natural 
and proper Hse of that language which the 
Creator has bestowed upon mankind, is, to con- 
vey d kncvsdedgo. of truth, from the mind of one 
man, to. that of another; and that it must for 
this purpqse, be constructed upon the same plan^ 
as that upon which all nature is built ; and that 
every man is bound to speak the truth unto his 
neighbour. Also, that it ia only by our obe- 
(Jience to that simple rule which the Creator 
has. given to man for the proper construction 
of his language, that we can possibly acquire 
any certain know ledge of truth. But it will al- 
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Six be shown, that this false and unnatural con- 
struction of language which so universally pre- 
vails amongst mankind at this time, and which 
consists in a heterogeneous mixture of truth, 
falsehood, and speculative opinions, has a direct 
tendency to darken the minds of men, to lead 
them into the paths of error, and to bring them 
into a state of bondage and slavery. It will ap- 
pear from the revelations of God, that this false 
construction of language was the invention of 
that wicked spirit who was the original cause of 
all evil, and the father of lies. I propose to 
show, that the language in which Mr. Leslie's 
Inquiry into the Nature of Heat, and Mr. Mal- 
thus's book on Population is composed, are per- 
fect copies of this base original. And I propose 
also to show, that both these books have a di- 
rect tendency to destroy the fear of God in 
the minds of men, and to overturn both the 
-established religion and government of this 
kingdom. 

It was before observed, that no art or science 
can be useful to man if it is not perfectly con- 
structed upon that plan which the wisdom of 
the Creator devised, for the construction of na- 
ture itself. • 
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That science which is properly termed Matbe^- 
mattes^ is, it is well known, founded upon cer- 
tain small obvipus truths, which are conveyed 
to the mind by the organs of sense. These 
small truths are generally termed axioms;, be- 
cause being simple and self-evident, they nei- 
ther require, nor can admit of any illustration. 

In the progress of mathematical inquiry, it 
becomes the proper employment of those ra- 
tional faculties which the Creator has bestowed 
upon mankind^ to arrange, combine, and unite 
together, so many of these simple truths or 
axioms, which have been conveyed to the mind 
.by the organs of sense, as are Necessary to form 
one complete whole ; and this complete v^hole, 
if it is properly formed, will demonstrate the 
existence of another and more important truth 
than any of those of which it is composed; the 
knowledge of which is thereby conveyed to the 
mind. This secondary or compound truth be- 
xromes then as truly an axiom, and is as obvious 
to the mind, as any of those simple truths of 
which it is composed. In this way we advance 
from stage to stage, in what is^ properly termed 
mathematical' inquiry; succeeding combination 
of smaller truths forming, like the construction 
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[ of nature itself, another still greater whole, or 

more important truth, 
I In the proposed Inquiry into the Origin of 

^ Governnj^ent and- Law, it will be shown, that 

f every inquiry into the works^ of creation and 

I providence, must necessarily be formed upon 

[ the same plan, and that every such inquiry is 

I ^ and must be founded upon a proper combina- 
f tion of tho*se simple natural truths, that have 

i been conveyed to the mind by the qrgans of 

1^ sense, and of those simple revealed truths that 

I are contained in the Scripfures ; that it is only 

5 by a proper combination of reason and revela- 

t tion, that ahy certain knowledge of truth can 

I be obtained ; and that to this gradual accumula^ 

)■ tion of the knowledge of truth by a proper com^ 

' bination of reason and revelation, there seems 

"I to be no end. 

But the great enemy of mankind having been 
constantly labouring from the beginning, to 
darken that knowledge of truth which the Al- 
mighty had implanted in the mind of man, he 
has, it appears, been permitted to enable some 
of his auxiliaries amongst mankind, to invent a 
new system of mathematics, which has been pro- 
perly termed speculative, and it is truly so : for 
this speculative system is not founded upon 
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any known truth; it has no existence in na- 
ture ; and is only to be found in the vain imagi- 
nations of those men who pretend to teach 
it. In order to give some plausible appearance 
to this false system, they have been enabled to 
invent certain learned names which they have 
termed principles ; and although these learned 
names are mere indefinite terms, and although 
the thing supposed to be signified by the name 
cannot be discovered to exist in any part of the 
natural world from the effects which it is said to 
produce, they endeavour to make us believe, 
that these pretended principles are real, active^ 
intelligent beings, and are invested with power 
to regulate the different parts, both of the na- 
tural and moral world. 

By mixing these speculative opinions with 
real mathematical truths, these speculative phi- 
losophers, find themselves enabled to give to 
their speculative opinions the semblance of 
truth ; and when it serves their purpose, they 
are thereby enabled to change truth itself into 
the semblance of a lie. 

Under that cloud of -» impenetrable darkness, 
in which these speculative * deceivers by this 
means involve their speculative opinions, they 
make their deluded votaries believe the most im- 
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portant truths are concealed ; and which none 
but the most learned are able to discover. 

By this false system of mathematics, which is 
now almost universally taught in our schools, 
the minds of youth are led into the paths of er- 
ror in the very outset of their inquiry after 
truth ; and they axe thereby made to spend some 
years of the most precious part of their lives, in 
vainly searching after that pretended knowledge 
which having no existence in nature, is no where 
to be found. 

Of this perversion of mathematical truths, and 
of the perversion of the natural use of language, 
I shall now give a few examples from Mr. 
Leslie's Inquiry into the Nature and Propaga- 
tion of Heat. 

Mr. Leslie pretends to found his reasoning 
in this Enquiry upon certain experiments which 
he had previously made, and which are detailed 
in the beginning of his book. 

Every experiment, it must be acknowledged, 
is a direct appeal to the senses, and to the com. 
m<)n understandings of mankind. And the re- 
sult of every experiment, if it has been properly 
conducted, must either be an obvious truth, or 
axiom, or it is nothing. But we too frequently 
find speculative philosophers spending their 
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time, and multiplying experiment upon expe- 
riment, not for the purpose of obtaining a know- 
ledge of the truth, but for the purpose of confus- 
ing the minds of other men ; and for the pur- 
pose of supporting some speculative opinion 
which they themselves have previously enter- 
tained. It is not difficult for such men to 
conduct their experiments in such a way as to 
deceive superficial observers, and make them 
believe that the . result of the experinient is a 
direct confirmation of their own speculative 
opinion. It is therefore necessary, before we 
give our assent to the apparent result of any 
experiment, that we should be previously con- 
vinced that the experiment itself has been pro- 
perly and rationally conducted. But it gene- 
rally happens, when such men attempt to mul- 
tiply experiment upon experiment, and to 
change the same simple experiment into three 
or four different shapes, in order to deceive, that 
they themselves are caught in that very snare 
which they are laying for other men, and alter 
the truth without seeming to be sensible of it. 
In these cases it uniformly happens, that these 
men, in their reasoning upon their experiments, 
flatly and positively contradict those very trutha 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



mhkh ithief load ^isgiiacdedly ^uttesred hftme£<9 
ately before. 

Howr £aur time disenrations ^do apply to Mr. 

JL^^'a coadttcty ^^nll;test appear frGon^theac- 

fccnuat which he hhm^ gives us of those jesspe- 

jrimeiatSy vihkh mil afterwards become the siib-- 

. jett 6f :Ouri4>6e]fvafi(m6. 

1[9i8t Mr. ^Leslie did aet out in this Inquiry, 
with a tp)?e«once]{t^ speculative ic^inion of ihis 
own respecdng the nature iff ieat^ he lumself 
•teSs'us verf plainly on ihe preface to his book,^ 
^wherefh^ isay^^, ^^ Refection liad long tauight me 
^to iSonddor t&» ^rotumutucation of heat among 
^^ in80b;ted>b6di€s,4ss performed only by 'theme-* 
'^ '£iim iof ^die intervening air.. This opinion I 
^* r now put beyond ^dispute;'* And although he 
^4Des oot expresedy say so, nit i^iti appear very 
*eviiieifC afterwards, that he 4set out also wi& an- 
other speculative opinion, viz. that, the rays of 
heat proceeding ^rom a heated body, do not, 
Hie those of light radiate in all directions from 
the centre oftheboify; and^that they are not, 
Hke flight equalfy doused through the adjoining 
space. 'And^it will appear, from licar^Eulexa* 
nunritdon ^tf ^^|sw sOf diose experimeiiits whidh 
ftie ^relates, .that he lias uniformly endeavotttM 
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to support these speculative opinions, by a ma- 
nifest perversion of the truth. 

But io ordet to render the observations vvhich 
I have to make upon these experiments object 
of sense, arid to be thereby enabled* ta* convay 
the truth of them more perfectly to the mind of 
the reader, I niust, in the first place, delineate 
the situaddn of the different instruments em- 
ployed: by. htm in these experiments, as . de- 
scnbed'by himfiel£ 

Let the. lined A B C D (see plate 1.) repre- 
sent the table ai|)Oja which the experiments were 
made \ the small segment of the circle £ the re- 
flector, 12 inches in diamtter; F the thehnome- 
ter, placed in the focus of the reflector; O the 
canister, of four inches square, placed «t ten 
times its own breadth from tlie reflector, as di- 
rected in the 20th experiment, and in the? centre 
of the circle EmK.. , 

We shiU now proceed to exattline^ 



. EXPERIIVIENT I- . 

Which Mh Leslie describes as foll6w&':-*- 
•* Paint onejside of the caaifiiter with lamp-black; 
'**^ coat janother with wiiting-paper,. aod coyer a 
;5' thir;d ijidp yfith a pipe, of (:tt>wjn( glass. Thus 

prepared, dispose th^ apparatus for action; 
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^ turn the Wack iside »f the, canister to frQftt th# 
^reflector,. and fill it vdth boiling water. Th^ 
** liquet of tbedifFerenti*! thermometer will rise 

V to 100 degrees. Bring the papered side into 

V the s^e position^ a ^imila;* effect, though ra- 

V th^r smaller, will be produced, equal to 98 
*' degree3» The vitreous surface will betray a 
** sensible ^minution^ its action amounting to 
** about 90 degrees. . 

. ** Thus blacking, paper, and glass, constitute 
** the same class, of Substances, whose effects, tho' 
•^somewhat different, are all very considerable*'* 

EXPERIMENT II. 

** Things being still in the same situation, di-f 
** rect the briglit side pf the c^mistep to face the 
** reflector, and the effect on the focal ball will 
*^ bfe observed to suffer a v^iy rem^kable change, 
^^ the coloured liquor quickly sinking to 12 de- 
" grees: but ady side of the cani^er, covered 
^^ with tinfoil, and brought into the due position^ 
t* will m^^nifest predsely the same action. 

" Thus^ in ks affection to heat, is tin radically 
" distinguished from blacking, or paper, or even 
** glass, since,, compared with thein, it exhibits 
** only about the eighth part of the, energy.'* 

These two expenqL69t9» ia spfar as ^ley hav« 
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femb extended^ scmn to h^n bMa very taidy 
and properly conducted; We thill thet«fbre 
jMume the fiMsts stated m the rewdt of these ear- 
periments; that ia^ the pvqjectuig powera of th« 
Uftckixig, of the paper 8ur£u9e, of the g^aas sur- 
feee, and <^the clear metallic tm SQt&ae^ ae the 
feimdatio.ft of out atibsequeot observalkma. 

WeshaltnowpaMdflto the 5th fixperioMnt^ 
which was obviously made for the purpoee of 
confirming the precoacdved thecHry, mentioned 
in the pre&ce to his book, fhu ^^ That &e cc«i«' 
^ munication of heat among insulated IxM^ea is 
*^ performed only by the medium of the inter* 
•* vening sdr/* 

In the beginning of the 8d chapter, by way 
of pre&ce to the 5th Bxperiment, Mr. Ledie 
says, 

^ Provide a light frame of wood, wHa than 
^ the diameter of the largest refiectdr, &at is, 
^ about sixteen inches square, with feet to make 
^* it stand perpencBcular* The purpose of it is 
^ merely to ^erme as a screen, havings as cKSca- 
^ ^on requires, ^Serent thin substayoices attiached 
•*toit.*' 

EXPERIMENT V. 

*^ Over this frame eKtei^ a she^ of dnfoil, 
^ iand h wing arnmged l&e apparatus as before, 
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^ the ^aoistier presenting its blackened surface, 
^ set tke stcreea parallel to it, and advanced about 
^^ two inthes from it The effect upon the fo^ 
f^ cal ball wiU now be comf^etely intercepted ; 
^^ a£ leasts if any impression be made at all, it is 
^ too Hdinute to be discerned/* 

There is certainly nothing appears in this ex^ 
peiimeiit to si^port Mr. Leslie^s speculative 
opimon, diat the rays of beat proceeding from a 
bemted b^dy aire different from tbose ofligbty be- 
cause it is a well-known fact, that a sheet of 
^[ifoil d^is cbitwmt the rays of ligbty as well 
as those ifbecd. 

EXPERIMENT VI. 

** Things being disposed as before, remove the 
^^ tinfoil from the screen, and substitute a pane 
^ of crown*glass. A v€fry material change will 
** be now perceived* The liquor of the differ- 
^^ endat thermometer will rise to 20 degrees, 
^^ estimating the entire and unobstructed effect 
"^ of the bl^kencd sid» at lOa" 

The resdlt of this experiment 4oes not still 
afford any proof that Mr. Leslie^s speculative 
opinic^ is well founded; but on the contrary, 
it affords strong proof that the rays of heat^ are 
of the same nature as those c^ ligbty For Mr« 
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Leslie here states it as a positive fact^ being the 
result of this experiment, that one fifth part of 
the rays of heat proceeding from the blackened 
side of the canister was actually transmitted t0 
the rejector through the glass. He also acknow- 
ledges that light In its passage through glass suf^ 
fers a similar degree of diminution. He says, 
♦* Though light permeates glass and other dia- 
^ phonous substances, it yet puffers in its pas- 
*' sage a certain degree of diminution or absorp- 
^ tion.'' 

In this experiment, therefore, Mr. Leslie fur- 
nishes us with very strong evidence against him-f 
self, which it is necessary we should keep in 

mind, 

EXPERIMENT VII. 

^' The apparatus still remaining in the same 
^'situation, carry the pane of glass successivdy- 
^* forwards, keeping it constantly parallel and 
** opposite to the blackened side of the canister. 
** At each remove, the impression uppri the focal 
*' ball will regularly diminish ; insomuch that, 
^^ when the screen haa gained a position, one 
^* foot advanced from the canister, and conse- 
*' quently two feet fropi the reflector, it will not 
♦' exceed the thirtieth part of the full effect.*' 

In this experiment hp shpw« us, a»d positively 
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tl€claref^ that although the effect of the black- 
^ened side of the canister upoa the focal ball of 
the thermometer be diminished, by removing 
the pane of .glass to the distance of one foot 
from the canister, a certain portion of the rays 
of heat proceeding from that side of the canis- 
t&r^rcUd still pass through the glass to. the refiect-. 
or^ sufficient to produce an effect upon the fo- 
- cal ball^ equal to one^hirtieth part of the full ef- 
fect*- This diminution in the effeqt, occasioned 
by removing the pane of glass to a greater distance 
from thte reflector, can be very easily and cleaily 
• accounted for, , But for this purpose it will be 
; -nKessary to. recall the attention of the reader to 
: the first Experiment. In that Experiment, Mr. 
Les^lie describes the different sides of the cani- 
ster which he then employed, to be coated with 
j&S&cetit substances, viz, one side was covered 
Wth a coat. of black paint, another with a sheet 
of writing-paper, a third with a plate of glass, 
and. the fourth side remained in it^ natural stat^, 
Ixaving a clear metallic surface. And it appear- 
. f d from that experiment, that th^e different aur- 
. faces possessed very different powers in the pro- 
. jectibn of the rays of heat which proceeded frojn 
. fte.heatedbpdy contained in the canister. Mn 
Leslie, says, that the black surface raised the co^ 
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loured iiqiun: in tibeihclmomitter to IQO d^piw$^ 
the paper surface to 98 degrcos^ iJ^e^aes sitffikoa 
to 90 digrees^ and di« iclear metidUc Buiface /a 
t)nlj 12 degrees. JJt.is^ therefore, ^enrideiKt from 
this experixctent, that each of tke :8ide8!o£ ^a 
aquare iranister, covered iwithtiiese diffenoittsnb- 
stances, mxist «xert thdbr vreq>ective pawos with- 
in certain Qpoitione of that circle in the centoeof 
which the icanister tis plaiGed* To .ctiscover the 
bounds to which the fpow;raB o£ 'these differ- 
ent sides jof the canktBr extend, lest us }chaw 
the lines e, f, r, q, r(see pkte 1^) ittmL ^die 
centre of the canister *G, and throng -the £»^r 
corners of it, to the cixcumfecence^of -tfaexirdle 
£ H I K» These lines obviously £hide the 
cirde into four equal ^Hfiarent parts-: and it is 
w obvioTO, that die fdur sides of die ^eanister 
covered with these different subatanees, will .pro- 
duce their respective effects mentioned abcve^ 
thr9ughout the whole of^that quarter of the dor- 
cle in which they tt?e placed. And-as ino 
straight liive drawn from the centre of ihe^cahi- 
ster through ai^y of theK different suvf aces or 
different -sides ' of it, can exteiid beyond die^U- 
mits of tfa^ge boiHiditig line8,^it is tibiaouslylm-- 
possible 'for any of diese ^^fferent -sides *6i <he 
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.tonister, to mingle its effects upon the thermo* 
meter with those of any of the adjoining sides > 
until s6me part of the reflector is brought to oc- 
cupy some part of each of the two quadrants of 
the circle^ But it is easy to place the reflector 
in such situations as to mingle the eflfects of any 
two sides of the canister, upon the thermometer^ 
in any proportion we please. For example, 

Suppose the reflector, and also the thermom- 
eter to be fixed fast, in their proper situation^ 
iipon the piece of wood M, extending a little 
beyond the canister at one end, and a little be- 
yond the circumference of the circle at the other, 
and moveable upon a centre under the middle 
pf the pedestal, upon which the canister G 
is placed. We shall be enabled, by this means, 
to remove the reflector^ and the thermometer, 
to any part of the circle we please, without de- 
ranging the apparatus Suppose the reflector to 
be, by this means, turned round to the right 
hand, until the line g, 3rawn from the centre of 
the canister, to the extreme edge of the right 
side of the reflector, be brought to correspond 
precisely with the line e. In this situation, the^ 
whole of the reflector will still remain within 
>tlaat quarter occupied by the: black side of thtf 
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canister ; and it will, in this situation, prodtic<$ 
precisely th? same effect upon the thermometer, 
as it did when it was placed directly in. front of 
it. 

Let the board be now moved round still fat^ 
ther to the right hand, until the axis of thb re- 
flector L, correspond precisely with the line e. 
In this situation, it is obvibus, that the black 
surface of the canister will act upon one half of 
the reflector, and the clear surface up6n the 
other half of it : and by this means, an eflTect 
will be produced, compounded of one half of 
the power of the black surface v^hich is 50 de- 
grees, and one half of the power of the clear 
surface, which is 6 degi^ees; and in conse- 
quence, the coloured liquor in the therthometer 
will^ in this situatiori of the reflettor, immedi- 
ately descend to 56 degrees. 

We shall afterwartls have bccaslon to show 
the particiiliar effects ivhich m4y be produced 
upon the thermbmeter, by the combined effects 
of any two of the four different surfaces of the 
canister, corresponding to any degtee of the 
circle occupied by the bteadth of the reflectbr. 

Let us now return again io the consideration 
of the 6th Experiment, and show the cause of 
that declension in the effect upon the theimo- 
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5tnetpr,' which is said in* the 7th Experiment, to 
have b^een produced by removing the pane of 
glass to a greater distance from the t:anister. 

Let the frame, containing a pane pf glass of 
six inches long, and of a sufficient breadth to 
cover the whole of the black face of the canis- 
ter, be placed at I, (see plate 1) two inches from 
the front of the canister. The glass, in this si- 
tvij^tion, will extend from the line e to the line 
f, and consequently it will there intercept the 
whole of jthe rays of heat which issue from the 
black surface of the canister, and which are dif- 
fused through that quarter, or 90 degrees of the 
circle. In this situation Mr. Leslie says, in 
in the 6th Experiment, that only one-fifth part 
of the rays, or one-fifth part of the whole un- 
obstructed power of the black surface of the 
canister, npas transmitted through the glass to the 
reflector : and he supposes, that the other four- 
fifths of the r?Lys itfere absorbed by the glass in 
their passage through it,. It is, however, as 
probable that these rays were reflected from the 
surface of the glaas« 

Noiy r^e^wpy^ tb^ glass screen to m, one foot 
distant from the front of the canister. It will, 
in this situation, cover only 18 degrees of the 
4?ircle, Ije^WieejjL the lines i and k j and conse- 
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quently can receive only one-fifth part oftherays* 
of heat proceeding from the canister which fellup- 
on it in theTormer situation, when it was placed 
near the canister. For in that situation, the 
rays of heat discharged by the black surface of 
the canister, passed through the glass in a con- 
densed state ; the glass being there, near .the 
centre of the heated body from whence they 
proceed. But when the screen is removed to 
m, it is obvious, that those rays of heat are 
greatly dilTused ; and the force of these rays, 
'which fall upon it in that situation, must, in 
consequence, be diminished in proportion to 
tiiat diffusion : and, as has been already observ- 
ed, they can possess no more than one-Jifth of 
the power which they had in the first situation 
of the screen. And if four-fifths of these dif- 
fused rays which fall upon the glass in this dis- 
' tant situation, and which are only one-fifth part 
of the w^hole rays that proceed from the black 
surface, are also absorbed by the glass in their 
passage through it, it is not possible that the re- 
maining fifth-part of these diffused rays coiild 
produce an effect upon the thermometer of more 
' than four degrees. For as the black surface of 
the canister, when the glass-screen was placed 
immediately before it, produced an effect upon 
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tTii thermometer of only 20 degrees, it cfouldt 
not, when the screen was removed to m, pro- 
duce more than one-fifth part of that eJBect ; and 
the fifth part of 20 is just 4 degrees. This is 
precisely one-twenty-fifth part of the full and 
unobstructed effect. But as it is probable, that 
mo^e than four-fifths of these'* diffused rays 
"would be absorbed or reflected, it might, per- 
haps; in that situation, produce an effect of Only 
one-thirtieth part, which he says it actually did. 
We will now proceed to 

' EXPERIMENT VIII. 

'" Remove the pane of glass, and in its stead 

"^^ attach to the frame a sheet of writing paper; 

•"** dispose the apparatus properly, and, having 
" placed the screen two inches before the black- 

' *' ened side of the canister, fill this with boiling 
*' water. . The liqupr of the differential the:^- 
** mometer will now rise to 23 degrees ; an ef- 
" feet equal nearly to the fourth part of what it 
** produced without the intervention of the 



" screen.'* 



This, in opposition to Mr. Leslie's opinion, 
is surely a proof that heat as well as light is trant-^ 
mitted through the paper ^ 

There is, however, a circumstance in this ex- 
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periment, which desenres attention* We knat<? 
that a greater quantity of light i$ tra^nwnitted 
through glags than p^per; bijt w? 1a,v4 ffPW 
this experiment, that paper tr^^i^s^pait^ more of 
the rays of heat, proceeding from a heated body, 
than glass. 

The cause of this is certainly not obvious ; 
but no conclv^sion can be drawn from i^t in fa^ 
vpur of Mr. Leslip's speculative opinion. Glass, 
we knpWj is a much more powerful reflector than 
paper, and if papei reflect less, it will of conse- 
quence, absorb more; and probably transmit 
more : and although a great part of those rays, 
which have passed through the paper, are not 
visible to our senses as light, yet th^y may still 
perhaps be found to e:;£ist, by the effect pro- , 
duced upon the therwon^eter. 

In the fifth Ej^periment it is demonstrated^ 
th^tf the r^ys of heat proceeding firoip a body 
heated to the degree of boiling water, are not 
transpiitted throvjgh a sheet of tin-foij, when 
detached from the panister in which the water is 
contained, in such quantities as to produce a»y 
sensible effect upon the thermometer* But it is de- 
clared in the 6th, 7th, and 8th Experiments, 
that those rays of heat were transmitt^ to the 
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xtefl^tor, through a screen composed of glass or 
paperi 

Beings however, determined to siipport his 
own preconceived opiiiion; and being seemingly 
altogether insensible of these truths which he 
had just before uttered, Mr. Leslie proceeds to 
dtaw a general conclusion from these experi- 
luents. He says, 

*' Whal then is this calorific and frigorific 
^* 9uid after which wie are inquiring ? It is in- 
** capable of permeating solid substances. It 
^' cannot pass through tin, nor giass^ rtor pam- 
per. It is not light, it hafe no relation to 
aether, it bears no analogy to jftrnds^ real oir 
** imaginary, of magnetism and electricity. But 
^ why have recourse to invisible agents ?'' 

«< Quod pctis hie e^. 
** It is merely the ambient air.'* 

Here we havte Leslie, contra Leslie. WhicR 
of them are we to bdieve? The ifirst, like a 
fdthful and true witness, simply declares the 
tnith that was conveyed to his mind by th6 
organs of sensfe. Hfe says. That, in the 6th 
Expfekimetit, dhe fifth-^art of the rays qf h^at 
proceeding from the canister, were actually 
tiransmitted through a pane of glass to tife 
^eflevton 
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And in the 8th Experiment, Tliat one fourth 
part of these rays were actually transmitted 
through a sheet of writing-paper. But the 
other Leslie, being determined to support his 
own speculative opinion, and in direct contra- 
diction to th« testimony of his own senses, say6> 
These rays of heat cannot pass through paper ^ or 
through glass. 

. In one part of the passage before (Quoted, we 
are told, that the rays of heat proceeding from a 
heated body, bear no analogy to jiuids real or 
imaginary ; and yet in the very- next sentence it 
is as positively aflSrmed,' that it is merely the 
ambient air. 

Is not the air in which we^breathe a fluid? 

This book of Mr. Leslie's, and particularly 
the experimental part of it, , is such a composi- 
tion of contradictions ; such a mixture of truth 
and speculative opinions, as would induce any 
person who reads it over with attention, to be.- 
lieve that it must have been composed by two 
different persons of the same name, but of very 
different characters ; that, the one has undertak- 
en the drudgery of performing the experiments^ 
and fairly stated the truth, as it appeared to his 
own senses ; and that the second Leslie, having 
set out with a speculative opinion of his 9w% 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



k 



•*-^ -'-ie^-'^ 



25 

is constantly endeavouring to support that opi- 
nion by perverting those truths which the other 
had stated. For the purpose of marking more 
distinctly the parts which thfese two opposite 
characters liave acted irv the composition ot this 
book, ,we shall call the one Mr. Truth ^ and 
the oth^r Doctor Speculative. 

Mr. Truth ^o^ goes on with eleven other 
Experiments, and proyes by the 10th, llth^ 
.12th, and 13th Experiments, that the rays of 
lieat proceeding from a body heated to the de- 
gree of boiling water, do actually penetrate 
through plates of tin, Vhen these plates are co-» 
vered with another substance, whose reflecting 
power is less than that of tin : arid that they 
will even penetrate through a ded-board of an 
inch in thickness, in such quantities as to pro- 
duce an effect updn the thefjAometer equal to 15, 
degrees. Dr. Speculative^ tiowever, still en- 
deavours, by a particukr mode of reasoning, 
drawn from bis, speculative mathematics, to per- 
vert those truths which the Other has stated in 
these experiments, upon the testimony of bis 
own sensesi ; and boldly affirms, that these ex- 
periments are positive proofs of the truth of his 
dwn speculative opinion, that the rays of heat/ 

E' 
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proceeding from a heated body, cannot pass 
through any scdid body. 

Our good friend Truth has already shown us 
the cause why the rays of heat were transmitted 
through the tin-foil, and through the plates of 
tin as stated in the 10th and 11th Experiments. 
He has shown us, that the power which any 
body possesses of tran^smitting heat, is always in- 
versly in proportion to its power of reflection ; 
and that those bodies which reflect most, uni- 
formly transmit least He showed us in the 
4th Experiment, that the j"eflecting power of //«- 
foil is ten times greater than that of glass.. He 
showed us also in that Experiment, that the re- 
flecting power of any particular body is vested 
in its anterior surface ; and that the reflecting 
power of the glass mirror, reiti^dned the same, - 
after the silvering was rubbed oflf from the back 
of it* In the 6th Experiment he showed us, 
that four-fifths of the rays of heat proceeding 
from the black side of the canister were reflect- 
ed from the surface of the glass, and that only 
one-fifth part was transmitted through it to the 
reflector. 

Now, as it appears from the 4tK Experiment, 
that the reflecting power of the silver coating 
was entirely destroyed by the intervention of 
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the glass : it is obvious, that the reflecting power 
of the tin-foil, or of the tin-plate, would be in 
like manner destroyed by the pane of glass, and 
the black coating, as describe^J in the 10th and 
11th Experiments; and we accordingly find, 
from these, experiments, that the reflecting 
power of the tin being thus destroyed, the 
glass, in the 10th Experiment, transmitted near- 
ly the same quantity of the rays of heat through 
the tin-fojil to the reflector, that it did in the 6th 
Experiment when the tin-foil was not attached 
to it. And we find from the 1 1th Experiment, 
that the black coating transmitted precisely the 
same quantity of the rays of heat through the 
cin-plate, as the paper-screen did in the 8th Ex- 
periment. 

Dr. Speculative having, as he vainly ima- 
gined, by his speculative methematical reason- 
ing, established his own speculative opinion re- 
specting the nature of heat, he proceeds in the 
fifth chapter to broach his other speculative opi- 
nion, viz, that the rays of heat proceeding from 
a heated body, do not radiate in all directions 
like the rays of light ; and that tbey are not 
equally diffused through the adjoining space. 
Mr. Truth is therefore again set to work, to 
drudge through another set of Experiments, to 
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|)rove that this second speculative opinioa is 
also true. • 

In the beginning of the fifth chapter, honest 
Mr. Trutb^ by way of preface to these Experi- 
ments, which he was about to commeiice, recalls 
our recollection to those truths which he, had 
told us in the preceding Experiments. He says, 
** It has been already shown, that the original 
** impressions of heat and cold, are not propa- 
*' gated merely in lines perpendicular to the side 
*' of the canister. But this,'' he says, *• may be 
'** rendered obvious, by giving the blackened 
** sutface of the canister, a small degree of obli- 
^' qulty in regvd to the axis of the reflector, 
*' for the effect is not thereby visibly altered." 
But this simple relation. of Truths and this direct 
appeal to the testimony of our senses did not 
suit Dr. Speculative s purpose; and stepping for- 
ward here, he endeavours to raise some dOubt 
in our minds, respecting the fact which honest 
J'rutb had just before uttered ; for the purpose 
of introducing his own speculative opinion, 
And he says, " Those impressions are there- 
*' fore conveyed in diverging lines. Are they 
" likewise diffused equally in all directions? Such 
*' is supposed to be the case with the rays of light 
f^ proceeding from a luminous body. . But al- 
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** though aiiajogy might induce us to extend 
the principle, it cannot safely be admitted 
** yrithout investigation.'* 

If jDr. Speculative had been really ignorant 
of the fact, that the rays of heat do actually radi- 
.ate in all directions from the centre of the heat- 
^ed body, like those of light, which every man of 
common understanding knows to be a truth ; and 
which is one of' the most unquestionable v?^/o/k/ 
-in natural philosophy ; Mr. Trutb^ if he had 
l>een permitted, would soon have conveyed this 
truth, to his mind by the following simple 
Experiment. 

By placing a canister, either round or 'square, 
all the sides of it being covered with black 
paint, in its proper situation upon the table at 
G, (see plate L) in the centre of the circle E H 
I K; the reflector, and also the thermometer, 
being placed in their proper situations upon the 
board Mj he could, by moving this board 
round upon its centre, have carried the reflector 
to any part. of the circle he pleased ; and by t\U 
means have shown Dr. Speculative^ that tlie 
heat proceeding from the canister, produced the 
same effect upon the thermometer in every part 
of the circle. If it was possible to carry con- 
vyiction to the mind of any Mr. Speculative^ by 
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the testimony of his own senses, this simple Ex- 
periment must certainly have convinced hinx^ 
that the rays of heat proceeding from the canis- 
ter, did actually radiate from the centre of it 
like those of light ; and, that they must, in con- 
sequence, be equally diffused through the adjoin^ 
ing space. 

But as this simple appeal to our senses would 
have removed that doubt which Dr. Speculative 
had endeavoured to infuse into into our minds, 
and upon which he proposed to found his own 
speculative opinion, respecting the manner in 
which the rays of heat do issue from the heated 
body ; and as it was necessary to conceal some 
part of the truth in those experiments which he 
now proposed to make, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing his speculative opinion, which Mr. Truth 
would not consent to ; we find that Dr. Specu^ 
lative has taken the management of these expe- 
rimfents entirely upon himself. He according- 
ly proceeds with 
» . 

EXPERIMENT XX. 

He says " Set the canister at a distance 

" from the reflector, not less than ten time^ its 

^* own breadth, and dispose the apparatus as 

*' usual. In this position, the action of the whole 
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" of the blackened surface will be concentrated 
" upon the fiocal ball. Turn the side of the ca- 
"nister more and more oblique, keeping itscen- 
** tre, however, always in the satae place. The 
** corresponding effects will gradually diminish ; 
^* at first gradually, and afterwards with accelerate- 
** ing activity.*' 

As our honest friend Mr. Truth has not been 
permitted to open his mouth in this experiment 
it is proper to state what he would, and must 
have said, if he had been permitted to speal^. — 
In answer to Mr. Speculative^ s assertion, that, 
when the canister was placed at ten times its 
own breadth from the reflector, the action of the 
^whole of the blackened surface will be concentrat-* 
ed upon the focal ball; he would have boldly 
replied, That is not true. And as a proof of it, 
he would have refened us to his first experi- 
ment ; in which he showed us, that, when he 
brought the four sides of the canister coated with 
the different substances there mentioned, succes- 
sively to front the reflector, they each of them 
produced a different effect upon the thermome- 
ter. He would have stated this as a proof that 
each of the four sides of the canister must neces- 
sarily occupy and exert its own particular power 
^)n a certain portion of the circle E H I K 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 

(see plate 1.) in order to show us what part of 
the circle the four sides of the "canister did really 
occupy; and as Mr. Speculative himself acknow- 
ledges in his preface to the experiment, that the 
rlys of heat do proceed from the )body in ^A- 
vcrging lines ; and these diverging lines mu^ 
necessarily meet in the centre of the body, he 
would have directed us to draw the lines f e q r 
from the centre of the canister, and through the 
four corners of it, to the extremity of the circle. 
By this means he would have shown us, that the 
black surface of the canister exerted its power 
throughout the whole of that quarter of the 
circle marked No. 1. the clear surface in No. 2. 
the paper surface in No. 3* and the glass surface 
in No. 4. He would next have directed us to 
draw the lines g h, from the centre of the danis- 
ter to the extreme edges of the reflector. E; and 
would have made us observe that the space be- 
tween these two lines xxcupled only 16 degrees 
of the circle; or scarcely one ^fifth-part of the 
horizontal rays which proceeded from the black 
surface of the canister. He would have told us, 
that, at the distance which the .reflector wais 
placed from the canister in this experiment, the 
horizontal rays proceeding from the black sur-^ 
face, would occupy a space equal to 6 feet andr 
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'^.Half horlzcmtftUyy and as much vertically : th^ 

'0 and a half, mt^tiplied by 5 and a hal^ 

^«notild give us SO square feet, as the space ocr 

eupied by the rays proceeding from the blacky 

surface of the cani^er ; and, thiat as the reflector 

tvas only^one fyot in diameter, it could not re« 

ceiv^ one-thirtieth part of the rays proceeding 

.firontthat side of the canister ;> and consequently, 

oile^thirtieth part only, and npt the whole afe 

X>r» iS^egulattve affirmed, could lathis situation 

of the reflector, he contentrated upon the focal 

ball of the tharnwn^er^ ; , . 

Dr, Speculative says, that . bdving placed the 

, 'tdnisttr with its Had iurface parallel to the re^ 

ficctor^ every d^rte of obliquity wBicb hi ^ave to 

that side of the canister^ in regard to tbe axis of 

the reflectory produ^ai a corresponding tffccty in 

reducing the coloured liquor in tbe thermometer^ 

Mn Tnith,; if hA ha^d been p^rmijtted to speak, 

vrould have said,- that this also was not true; 

that Dr. Speculative hjsuJ here cpncedled a part 

of the truth; and. that be had in this experiment 

played off a small juggling trick, and brought 

-the ddai^jsutfacelof.his canister ipfo action, 'in 

ton^unctioii With the black one, in order to de-» 

hAi^ us, and to ^ve soqi^ semblance of .truth 

, tfo his own speculative opinion. He would have 

F 
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^ut u^ m mind^ that hd had toldius ia hk pa^ 
of the preface to the experiment^ ihzty by giving 
the Uacktned surface oftba cfitnisUrd tmail\dtgree 
of obliquity^ in regard ta tbe^ Mfis tf the r^kctor^ 
the effect upm the tjfcrmomitcr was. not: vitibfy 
altered. He would hay« told us, that Dr* Spfi^ 
culativ^e, in his account o£ this experiment^ haA 
^ndeavoued to coQceai xtfcam oim knowledge, 
that no viable effect was actuaUjr produced' up- , 
on the thermometer untili he had given. the 
blackened surface of tl^ canister an obliquity 
equ2ll to 37 degrees of the ci^b j and broi^ht 
the corner a of the. canister, and con^c^piontly' 
the line e to ^(sorreqKind with the line g. He 
^votild have informed. \», that thist was the ^- 
gree of obliquity whizla. he^ alluded 4;o in his' part 
of the prefac6i to the €x;padnient.^ He would 
have told us, ^at Dn Speculative still continu- 
ing to turn his cajaist^ round) toxthe.left hand^ 
Ke then brought the clfeat surface ©tit to act up- 
on the reflector sdong widh the bftack one ; that 
he thereby gi^dtially diminiihed. the power ef 
the black surface, and gradually ind^eased the 
pow^ of the clear, one 5 and' that that carrt" 
sponding effect^ which Dr. Speciilativt mentioi^^ 
in faia account of the Expeqpuekxt, was therdiy 
produced. But, 
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to op&ai rhts naouth nptin ^im dcc^aion, he ^duld 

ludire^oB liSy kheA/Dr* Specuk^itx^ when he said, 

iO: kb »:c6ua3t :€if : ihis £afij)^rfaneiity that the ef- 

itix |irQAEoed bjr the oUlkiaity of the camber 

li|Km^l^ th^nwmetpc^ dimhisbed; at Jfirst gra^ 

Jtmcdiif^tmd'afi&^afids wtb accelerating activity^ 

mu» like^s^ libt thie c th»t khe colomed liquoc 

in/the^ thii$£)bjdiueter, didi in thkt £x|ieriment, 

descend gjpadiiatt]^ and faf c^ tscgular and rtmform 

series of ^5 icksgcdes loid a hdH^ for every degreb 

of idiec&rde;tlnxtegh i^faa^h tlie comer a of the 

. tahjttet ^nkmedv i^- its. .{iassage frdm the line g, 

to >tke Uiiti h{ n^ptere tM ii^dk surface wa^ 

ikvowa ^mtqrely loirt of jcctran. He would have 

^iri^ us^san^le-Eod un^iieMiooalife evtd^ 

fSom fact. He ^uld fisr tbis ^mrpose have re* 

<MiUed our Htteneion to his first Experiment^ 

iAftitf^ he alvowed us, that the power t)f the 

blackened iU]&ee of dv^ citxmtec raided the co^ 

k^i^d liquor. in the dieJrmometer lO^^reles; 

^MSl ilhat wlltit the dear ^likfaoe of it was pre** 

•eAtdd t04ii« ireAecwr^ ^ xMM it oniy \% de^ 

^iW»s. la Wdkr to id»d3i6ier the eau^e of that 

< tfeeklatoii cf ihe dfcermometar; Whidh Dr. Spe* 

MAadva sayi tiaiK i3Coaskmed by the increasing 

obliquity of the blackeiied surface x^ ^e caois-t 
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ter, and which Mn Truth has. ahready provedi 
could only take place while the comer a of the 
c^ister was travelling round the drcle from the 
line g, to the line h ; he would have directed w 
to divide the numbe|^& befwe mentioned, or the 
powers of each of these surfaces by 16, braag 
the number of the degrees of the circle occupied 
by the reflector. That, by dividing the whde 
power of the black sui&ce, viz, 100 by 16, we 
would have 6.25 or 6 and a, fourth degrees oS 
the thermometer, ^ the proportional declension 
of the power of the black surface/; .and in like 
itianner, by dividing 12, or J 20 in decimals^ by 
16, we would have .75 or three-fourths, of. a. d^ 
gree of the thermometer, a3 the proportion^ 
increasing power of 'the clear surface, corre- 
sponding to each degree of the circle, through 
which the corner a of the canister moved. Upon 
^hese clear and obvious facts, he would have di- 
rected u^ to construct the following taWe. 

In the first column of this table, we have the 
declining power of the black; surface; in the 
second column, the increasing ppwer of th^ 
clear surface ; and in the last column, the cojat- 
bined effect of both upon the thermometer, i^ . 
pvery degree of the circle, through which thf 
canister tooVes. 
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t It will be observed, that the degrees of the 

k circle in the left hand column^ commences in 
li thCjline g, where the black surface of thecanis- 
a^ tcr. continues to act with its full power j and 
t. where the cle?».r surface has. not yet come into 
action : and thiat it ends in the line h, where the 
power of the black surface entirely ceases, and 
where -the clear surface acquires it& full power ; 
comprehending 16 degrees of the circle« 
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In thifr Mr»7 Mt- Truth,, if h^ had- b#Mi jpeiv 
imtted. ta open hw mouth ia tjip course of this 
^xpfidiaeafc,. wouid hfa?yie afeiqwijif p* that what, he 
BG^d in theppefi«:ig'to the. eifpeiiment waa tru«, 
andtibatthe rays Qf heart, ptficoeding from «i 
heated! body?,, aw n»Q3t unqu^tionably eqsiaUy 
diffused. through tht a4pmng,^p(^ct4 / > 

Dn Speculative^, hqweyer, ,draw8 a very op- 
posite cQivdii^ion. frc^rtt] this- deceptive ex^eri^ 
ment which he hud .coutrived* He say^, " The 
^impressions of heat or^ cold are, therefore, 
*^ propagated tiirough thc^ air with unequal dcf 
^ greets (^ Sffusickn. Thfir force is evidently 
*^ greatest in tbe^ linfe pearpendiGular t;o the sur- 
*^ face, and re^arly decrea^ft a^ the direction 
^ becomes oblique:. Bety^e^n thai forpe and the 
^ angle of oHiquity sptne relation mutt subsist; 
^ which is the next, objedt of inquiry/' 
» ^ Dr. Speculative now. proceeds to 

EXPERIMENT %M. 
He says, *' Provide a tin screen composed of' 
*' two sliding parte thalt ^hut together in a vei^ieal 
'* liaejhutilea^fe, whe.n<)p>ned, an apeifture qr slit 
" 6f anyrequiredbreadth. Amange the apparatus 
" as formerly, ajidpknt the screen a little before' 
•* the. caliisterr and paraUel to ite blackened side. 
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** open the sdreea by drawing out both sides 
'•' equally ; and note the eflfect produced i^>on 
" the difFerential thermometer. Now turn the 
** canister about upon its centre, till it isjiist 
** sufficient to fill up the void space behind, or 
'*' such, that no straight line can pa^s by the edge 
** of the canister, and through the aperture, 
" to the reflector. As the aperture is thus suc- 
" cessively contracted, the. canister will acquire 
** Sin inclination always more oblique." 

This knd the two succeeding Experiment^, 
are mere repetitions, of the last one. TJbis tin 
sliding screen seems to be the last effort of Di^^ 
Specuiative*8 genius, for the purpose of throw- 
ing a shade of mystery over his experiments ; 
vainly imaginings that he would be thereby ablfe 
to deceive the penetrating eyes of Trutbi whb 
still attends him, and shows us all the vile arti- 
fices which he employs to deceive us. It is per- 
fectly obvious, that this screen is a mere decep- 
tion, and could be of no sort of use in the ex- 
periment. 

For, if the aperture in the middle of the Scredti 
was equal to the space between the lines g and 
h, (see plate 1.) all the rays of heat proceeding 
from the canister, would pass as freely to the re- 
flector, as if th« screen had not been thcreTj anti 
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the fflfect would contiiifae^tJi'e same,-' WKatevet' 
degree of obliquity he/migli*>give to.the t^Mster, 
\mtil he- broilght the corti^rv ti to. cotrespond ^ 
"with the'lirie» g^ as was shbwiriii tiie last^xpeife- 
ment^ If fee > made the ^peHiire- less thirt' the 
space between the lines g-^a'nd h, he would then" 
obstruct a part of^ thfe rays iii their passage to the 
reflectory and he: might in this way refute the 
efiect upon the thermiometer in any proportion 
he pleased. But could this be considered as' any 
proof that the rays of heat are hot equally dj^red? 
These remarks are fully confifttned by our friend 
^riith, in the observations Which h^SMnakeS'uj)on 
this; experiment* He says^ ' ^ 

In every case the impression made upon the 
« focal' ball will depend upon the quantity of 
.aperture, and will be liearly the same, :W)&^/)&^r- 
** tbs .cahister stands parallel «or inclined to the 
*1 serein, )When the obliquity becomes indeed 
*' very consideraMe^' a small diminution of effect, 
" seldom, amounting, to the tenth or twentieth 
" part begins to be perceived*'* . . \, 

Does not our friend Truth here confirm what 
he tdld tis inthe preface to the 20th experiment 
where he says XBat the obliquity of the canister 
produfed no st^siile difference in the effect? Arid 
^oes he not as directly contradict what'Dh Spe-J 

a 
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cul^vetold us m t^t^s|)|enmeat^1^^e!^ 
Tk^ every degree of jAHquityi which hgamc t^tim^ 
blofik surface rftbe canUter produced a e^rresptmdr^ 
ing efect upou the tbermom^rf Bvt D^. Spocu^ 
ladye b wig still 4«t€nniai94 to ?€»st thQ voice o£ 
Trufkym^ being stiU determifltod to nmntala lua 
own speculative qpiniQu; impu4eu% 9ay$,^*^We 
iQs^y therefor^ conclude in general^ that the 
remote action of a h^ted surface is ^|uivalent 
to tjbajt of its orthographic projeotion^ or can 
*^ be estimsted by the visual magnitude of its 
^^ source," Our good friend Tr^tkf still true tx> 
his trust, resolutely pursues hkxtk through all tfce 
intricate mazes which h^ had invented to deceive 
him, a^id overturns this sophistical conclusion 
by. the observation whif h he immediately sub- 
joins to it., H^e says, ** Heuice a canister of a 
^^ prisfnat^ fprm^ ;and haviii^ its aeufee angle 
*^ turned towar<fe the reflectoi:^ wiilprodiftce the 
" sanae iropressiqa upoa the* focal ball, as if^ 
** with ^a inserted positio%it puesentedits base/^: 
This is saying expressly, that the obfiquity of 
the sides of th^ prisss^ causes no^diminutbn of 
the eJSSect upon the thearmoro^ar j and that it ia 
cquaJly as powerful a^ whfta thft plain surfaee of 
the canist«r is pj*eed pa»M to the reflector. 
Ii>0.ttl4^ directly cQBL&mlng: what heit^ldua 
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HI Ms pnrefi^ce to the last ^jrperiment^ i;fh«rd: . 
he says Thai the obliquity of tbt canuter frt>duitd 
no sensibk differ^tt in the effift ? and is it not 
as positively contradicting whatDr* Speculative 
told us in that experiment whete he says. That 
tverj degrie (^ obliquity produced a correspond^ 
ing effect upon the thermometer? 

It was before observed, that the two succeeds 
ing experiments are mere repedons of the 20th., 
In the 23d experiment, however, he takes some 
slight notice of the effect of the clear surface q& 
the canister, when it is brought into action by 
turning round the canister, along with the blacky 
one* But this, he says, proceeds ^owi aber-^ 
ration^ And he proposes to correct the errof 
occasioned by this aberration by mathematical 
calculation* This we have already done in our 
obsiervations upoii the 20th experiment, and 
^ere shown the simple fact* But why make 
use of a canister of this description, which renders 
calculation necessary to find out the true result ? 
Is it possible to conceive that Dr. Speculative 
could have any other motive for doing so, but 
that of invdving a simple truth in mystery ; tbit 
he might be thereby enabled to n^islead dur uti^ 
dcArslandings* Bding seemingly conscious that ^ 
\i^ wa$ unable to blind the piercing ejA$ m^ 
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^rtiib by his juggling experiments. Dr. Specu- 
lative now fairly ffife^ofTii^to' th^'clouds of spe- 
culative mathematical darkness;' ^" % i ' " - x 
«• And with him fled the shades of night. '* 
I (io not know how Mr. Leslie will relish 
this catalogue of contradictions whict I have 
mustered up against him. "He must have a very 
extraordinary shar6 of confidence indeed, if he 
can read them without bluishing, * He cannot 
surely be surprised, if the world in general should 
bq disposed to believe, that the portrait which 
he himself has draWn of the author of these ex- 
periments, is a true likeness of his own (Character. 
' . This mixture ' of tr^th and falsehood, which 
Is so cot!spicuous~ in Mr. Leslie's description 
of the different experiments that have come 
under our observatiori, is surely a striking ex- 
ample oiihdiVpervtrsi&n af the'- natural use of lan- 
guage^ ^nd conseqtiefitly bfthat false construc- 
tion of it, which pt^'Viiils* so m*Uch in the. world 
at this time; arid which so .particularly cTiarac- 
terises the writings- of those speculative pretend- 
ers to wisdorii,* who • are perpetually obtruding 
their speculative opinions on the wotld as esta- 
blished truttis. It isVh<3wever, only a small but 
true sample of the ^hole compoisitibn of tfeis 
.book,. ;. ':: - 1 ^ ' • -^:^ - "^ 
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' Mr. Leslie, having, aS he Tainly imagined,, 
establisbed his own speculaetive opinions respect-* 
ing the nature- and propagation of heat, by that 
> perversion J of vtrnth which is s<!) conspicuoiasly- 
displayjed 'in the acqourithe givesof Jiis different 
efcperiiiiehts; he proceeds in the 8th chapter, to 
rear ahuikjing upon this fake foundation. . But 
seeing that the foundatiofi is altogether vision- 
at.y, \TO may t well believithattber superstructure 
.-which Jie pretends to*" raise upon it, must be vi- 
sionary ako. . ; : • M /* ; J; . - ' 
The whole of this chapter is,' indeed, so per- 
fect an -example, of the false construction of Ian- 
;-guage, such a complete ; mixture of truth and 
^•falsehcjpd,,'' of specuktiveiopinions, » and specuia- 
Jtive mathematical' nonsense, arid so profusely- 
embellished with learneA namefr aiid technical 
terms, that no human being can preteiid to un- 
.derstahd it, or discover *what object the author 
has'in yiew. * But hj^* at i last assimaieS: to him- 
self ther appearance' pf ,an> angel q/i Ugbi\ and stepS 
• fordi but 6f this dark eioud, taenligbtea our dark- 
ened understancHngsi ;He say%;"r.The xvhofe 
;*' scop© di this reasoning, -it will be: jiei;eeived, l'& 
if^. in directxontradictiaiv to the :noted ^axioto / of 
•^Vtjie BChools, '^^t.noibing' acts ^bsecvit is nof. 
J' l^tk J.Would obscarv!e5,:tlwtall aiii€)ins ar© m«rel^ 
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^the ^mple eoDclusions 4lrAwfi af^oti fitom 
^ famitiaf expmeaoe; thaC|liow€ver fitted &r Che 
^ ordinary busiaead cf li£e> they are uaeleae and 
^* even prejudicial in i^itosliiAiy; and, that being 
<^ derived from looae atid 8ii|>erfi€ial views^ diey ^ 
^, often require restriction^ and are liable to inac* 
^ curacy, la matters of science^ the general 
^ opinion of mankiadi termed common iense^ is \ 
^ always a very suspicious standard of appeal* ' 
^ If a body acted only wkhin its^^ it is clear, 
^^that the force could never be transmitted; there 
^ would be no communication, no sympathy 
^ with the rest of the universe. In vain shall 
•* we have recourse to the agency of invisible m-. 
^ termedia : the inteiposii^ of successive |tatiom ' 
^ may divide, but will not annihilate distance ; 
"^ and, after torturipg cmr imagination,* the same 
*^ difficuky sdll recoils upon us^*' . 

^^ It ]& a cenuris:ahle and instructive fact in 
^ the history of philosophy, that impulsion 
^ should have been at one period the only force 
^ that was admitted.. The motion c^ a falling 
^ stone w^ cjQtainly not less fitmtliar td the 
/* senses, than that (£ a atone which is thrown ; 
^ hut in the lattar case, theccxitact of the hand 
^ was obsapired to precede the flight of the pro^ 
^ jectile, and this cinaunstance seemed to S&^n^ 
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^^ the iroid, and satisfy tlie tmaginatiotu Ora^« 

'^ tatica sooaded like am occult qnalHy : it was 

^^ necessary, to assign some mechanicad cause; and 

^^ if there weve no tisftte imptilses to account for 

^ tbo weight of tiMi body, m^ght not that ofite 

*^ be ptrfonned by some invisibie agent ? such , 

^ jrasL the away o£ metaphysical: prejuidice, that 

^^ even Newton forgetting bis ustud caution, su& 

^^ fiesBtd faiinself to be horn along/ In an evil 

^^ hfm he threw j)ut those hasty conjectures coof* 

^^ ceraing.asdier, whicb have* siiice proved to 

<< aUunng to superficial thinkers, and which have 

*^ in avery sensible degree impeded the progress 

•* of genuine science* So far from resolving 

^^ wftigfat or pressure into in^ulse, w^ have seen 

- d«t the very wve«e tiA«8 pkce, and that iffl. 

^^ pulse itself is only a modificatioa of pressure: 

^ This statemenr baa afeeady sobia distinguished 

^ adherents, and must in t&me become the re- 

«< ceived opinion* Science has experiencedl 

^ nuich obstruction^ from the mysterious notions 

^ long entertained concerning cau^tibn« ^^ 

Mem we have a pretty cteat^ declaration under 
Mr. Leslie's dwn hand, of Hie gtn^ object 
which, fast pMposed. eot gain l^ diatt manifesr 
ptsnrefsionof truA which sqppieai^ s6 clearly 
thgqilgjhwit tiie whole^ of ^4iki« inquky. Th^ 
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fitfst great object appears to be^ to overturn 
the established opinions of mankind ; and for this' 
purpose, he endeavours xo persuade us, to traat 
no longer in the'testimoiigKiif those setises, and 
in that rational understandin^!«hiGh thfe Almigh- 
ty has been graciously pleased: to bestow; upori^ 
us, for the purpose vof enabling 4isto'acqu8"e 
a knowledge, of truth. :' .- - . . 

In this declaration of hia senthnentsidie cltwen 
foot appears* This we find is tjye means vrhich 
the great deceiyet of mankind^ has employed to 
seduce th^m from thdlr: allegiance to God ;. and, 
to bring them under bondage tb himself, and to 
his ministers. * • ' .*. ; ^ 

; The inhabitants of every nation who have 
been seduced to worship idols, must of necetoity 
have renounced the testimony of their own 
senses; and *have given up- the txercise of 
tjieir own natural understanding^ into the hands 
of the priests who officiated, a^ their ..altars,' 
before they could be brought toibelievethat" 
these dumb idols whojii> they .were, taught ttf 
worship, had power to confer blessings, or -in-* 
flict punishments: upon* mankind. It .is. also' 
well known, thajt every member of the church^ 
of Rome, is expressly. requited to give, up the 
^Kercise of hia own natural understandlp^iiir' 
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natatters of religion^ and to believe only as 
mother cburcb believes^ or, in other words, to 
obey implicitly the arbitrary will of the Pope. 

It is exceedingly obvious that this learned 
author is either ignorant of the real meaning of 
the term axiom^ or wishes to pervert and obscure 
that knowledge in the minds of other men. I 
have before observed, that natural axioms, or 
those simple truths upon which that science 
termed natural philosophy is founded, are those 
truths respecting the existence of external ob* 
jects, the knowledge of which is instantaneously 
conveyed to the mind by the . organs of sense, 
such as a man^ a horse ^ a house ^ a tree^ &c. 
The proper exercise of that common under- 
standing, or of those rational iacul ties which the 
Creator has bestowed upon men, consists in em- 
ploying this knowledge, which has been con- 
veyed to the mind by the organs of sense, to 
its proper use. For example, if I should in the 
course of my travels through the country, see a 
person lying upon the side of the road, in the 
same situation as the man in the gospel who 
fell among thieves ; stripped like him df bis rat" 
ment ; wounded^ and bleedings and half dead. 
That he is in this distressed situation, is to me 
an axiom j my own senses bearing witness that 

H 
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it is tru0 : t see hii^ bleeding, and t hei? fiS 
groans. If t s^all, wfi^n t ^ee tfSi ^"stJe^eif 
object, liietii^ocfdSd^^^^^ 
bind tip lus wOtindsV ^A(]f use evefy fne2ns^iii' my 
power for his fetovety, f s'ha'fl act w^lT,^ iiitf 
rtiake a ^rb^et iise of tfiiat knowledge' ^fiTcli? fii^ 
been co^nveyed t6 my mindl t/y the ot^icas of 
sense. But if, Ii^e tfie priest and the Ll^hift^ i 
pass by on the other side^ regiaYdfess of fiis"3i$- 
tfessed situation, I should ma£e an tia'pioper 
use of this ^no^fedge^ and sicriffce iKf duty tb 
some base or malevolent ][)as^ion. 

This faiiiiliar exkmple will He smffcient tc/ 3e- 
fihe the tiie^niri^ ttf the terln axiom; ^rid sno^ 
tlie natural and pecessary connexion Fetwe'^n 
the senses and ttie uriderstandlii^ i a?id ^HSt^ If 
we v^ere totally deprived of but dr§aH'^ of ^eiisfe^ 
fte underk^tidin^ would becoiSe iltb^^tfier u^e- 
le^s. ' 

if man had only befen Hestin^d to fexlsf dSrifl^ 
the present life,' the nierfe use of fiis senses fbt 
tile purpose of olbtaming a fenb\vledge of eistter- 
jiki objects; .and ffiat |)Ortron of {indetstSiiHlHf 
which was iiecessaty to eiiatlfe Jiiiil to oBtkiH 
these objects of sense for tnfe )grlaftfeciti6h blf fi!i 
natural appetites, wbilfd hdve Belli stififcieiil tb 
pui)pty SlVfiis Waittk ^wolild"ffieiifiavefe^& 
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JHIcliglj.fc Jh0 ^s^ttie ^^u§tion . as .the^beasts q£ 
4.¥^# ; " , 

^.^^Ee^t?rfe^Qf^^ia|encerb^yondjthe gyave j an^ 
^^n^pvpl^^t^hfre f5Jr„^e purp^ 9f undergoii^ 

a ^Igte f^.trial anj^ j[>robafiQo, ^s: a candidate /or 
jth^Ltj^^e of^ppiness wl;ii^h is prp;nise^ to j;he 

righleous, i^ aap|her aad, better wqrljl ; far^njqrja 
J^mpojrtagt-di^jies^Jthfp. tibe rae/e grj^^fication pf 
-his seja^al jippf tites are required ^frpm him. 

JpQr tfeepyrppse pf en^J)Ung him to jdi^charge 
gthesejifnfwyrtantjdujicss, ,the natural mind ip^his 

body has been endowed with a much higher 
^EP^F^fi*" .\>#^f?^a5ifling,.and ^aqre ex§Jted fa- 

,afltie8j,4l§R-S^9^?.]W^^k?^®J^^fl4*<?f.$^'^®.. 
.iBCfthei§#4p^^ , \ 

■ik9 ,FiVfed^«!C^ti9n, thf^ mj^p, Jjyjth^e prpp?r 
ji?»j?5§i8e of,^^j^ ^sehs^s ind ^ose ratipjaal fa- 
^S^ki^iMU^j^f iCj:fatpr,j|ia8, bestowed upon 
^JftiU/ in jhe cp^teroplft^o^' 9f Jiis wprlcs, , ey^n 

vii^fiA.J?y, j:?;Y§la/tji9;t» > JMitijrayy; agd ;irresisti- 
,ib]y J»!ltPulaelj()ie,:^^Uhpse,.^.ngs ;which he 
cfeejjfijjjsjjijisttst .ftej:(^j?ay jhaye.b^en ,the work- 
manship of ojg6,jSiapu<^ely ]^ife,ai|d|ppyfgrfiil 

iiifta^jtiiisxj^vprsiee ;,5etQgi .^yho cr^$ed al{ 
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things, is not visible to our natural senses, an^ 
although the contemplation of his works, natu- 
rally and irresistibly impresses upon our minds 
a belief that such a Supreme Being must exist; 
yet, it is utterly impossible for man, by the 
mere light of his own natural understanding in 
its present dark and corrupted state, to acquire 
any certain knowledge of this important truth, 
if the Almighty himself had not revealed it unto 
us. But he has done this in the very first 
words of revelation, where it is declared that, 
*' In the beginning, God created the heavens 
" and the earth/' 

This great truth being thus established by the 
united testimony oi Reason and revelation ^ it has 
become the great moral axiom upon which that 
sublime science, generally termed moral pbilth 
sophy is founded. And, it will be observed, that 
in every part of this sublime science, as taught 
in the Scriptures, an appeal is constantly made 
to the same union of natural arid revealed 
■ axioms, arid to the common understandings of 
mahkihdi And, it is exceedingly obvious^ that, 
without this union of reason and revelation, no 
moral truth could be established. 

Seeing then, that even the Almighty himself 
Ka^ condescended tb make an appeal to* those 
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senses and to that natural understanding which 
he has bestowed upon man, for the truth of his 
own exiistence ; and seeing also, that the whole 
system of natural philosophy is founded upon 
those axioms, or natural truths, the knowledge 
of which is conveyed to the mind by the or- 
gans of sense ; with what degree of truth caii 
Mr. Leslie affirm that those axioms, or simple 
natural truths are useless and even prejudicial in 
pbilosopby; and that this' natural understanding 
which God has been graciously pleased to be^ 
stow upon man, when it is properly employed, 
is always a very suspicious standard of appeal? 

It has been already shown, that those axioms, 
or simple natural truths, are not as Mr. Leslie 
affirms, to use his own learned language, gained 
a posteriori from foimiliar experience ^ but a priori; 
being instantaneously conveyed to the mind by 
the organs of sense. 

But this opinion respecting the use of those 
faculties which the Creator has bestowed upon 
man, that dxis learned gentleman endeavours to 
impose upon us as a troth, is liJce all those oth^r 
speculative ones which we have already exam- 
ined, evidently founded dn error, and can only 
be supported by a constant J)erversion of truth. 
But let us euquire more particularly into the 
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\>q\h jv^th ,re§p«ct to clvjl ^<?^StyiW4:JflJ^SH»»;ff 

pe^al cjHjld ,be fij^iiqed.^o^^pimc^e ^^lj^i^.i» 

J>p ^ao .pjitojral .^vi^.^ocp .firgdjjfied MpW .m^ 
cpurt ;5^iHst^ce/Qr,tlie,pjirpQ5e^fif. dfit^einaipitig 
^y^iuBS|^;i 'that noiglit ai;!^. bf t^^n jti^ J^^ 
mnumW^m ^ 9?^}iwry-.V^ai}sgc{igfts,5f,|y[e; 
fpr^itas ^vif^U 4^own xY^t .;?,Y^ry ^yKitijegs^^p -b 
c.ajli^ ,|)§fQre a cqurt ,^fiU|?t}i&e, to.gitxe i^vj4s°ce 
'V^.!m:i^^.i '^ .^xRressly;b9}iridLb7jJu8.^93^,v|p 

t^^n .or ^^^A^ m^ ^tl^e?e.Ar^jljs,xJi^x\'?gxl;^ep 
^<iPftYeyed,t9fe^s^g#^..tfj^^^/VJ)y,itJie,pf^ 

sense, are to him all axioms j^gi^^qijf^y^ as 
,j9H9h %^he §purt. jBjftJf we,j§hQgld,?f|(®tiMr. 

<Jj2?t«»^9y..pC P»r.;&§rjs^ -At-is ,.4)%i9UB,,i5hjrt ;^1 
■.9»r;la^S.jwSj4d..in. tl^sjcgse,; ^i^f^^ mk^ 

^fif3^Fnse,nfee^.pjtb#rag^Btaip;,^t(^et^r,^or.jCj^ 
eby<$feffrvftWiiig!«lr^56Miy^Jfl^dl£^ sajdiout 
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aAy cK^lf 01^ codtVoul. Fn^ tHs sItMlbtf of miari^ 
ifhS; iM^ rifuStV 6f necessity, Either s\jRmAi 
fdSitJf id ffi^^ ^blifikry cfdMiicitiori of d ceiVtairi 
brd^r of ittferi ii tfteir rulers, 6? alF dvil ^ovefni^ 
iffitenfc M^st l^e ibalisli6d: In this Im ci^^ ther^ 
catt b^ fM^ afoifbf tKat tile elfth;- liT^e fK6 old 

lihik 

If tnfiiilcint! toulff bS Jfiducfed i'ri crinfpliathc6 

wr£K tft^ 3esires of {W6fee' pretended philosophers, 

to t^rionnce the$f faith fri the testimbnjf- bf their 

own fidtulil faculties, it li obviously ifaifjossiblfc 

tfilt \hkik could bfe ^^ such thing di tr tie rfeli- 

gidfi ili: the l^6rtd; For Iiavlttg thefi rid hatttral 

evfderitfe to l^tdve tliatt tttb tevd^loh^ iff Gdd 

aB fH^ ^oHs of tf atX it ^biild Bfe p^^fettlj^ 

eM^y for these sce])tieSI philosoplH&r^ to mike iife 

iieli^vi^; thit, i\iii rfcotd of tfmll iii V^hickthesfe 

reveliUbnfe ^re cbiit'aitied; Is lio btherj than k 

cunningly devised fable. And there is littlfe 

dblibt that tfifey xvbiild in thi^ cas'fe; tjtiicklj^ tBng 

niitlkliid into the Sanie kitilitioaaii the kbathefi 

nition^ bf bid \^rk(^i wHfeh thfey wor^hip^ed thi 

'ibhole Bdii dflScd*din^ ahdiSdls indde 'wiib haftd^y 

and Bir'di:, dhd beasts^ aM chipin^ fhm^f. 

t do nbl ^nd will liot iiffiVth; Mt Mn Leslie, 
w^^il fi^ vct^tfe IhiS ^bbk; Md', fikfe ttifefee ath&itti- 
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ical philosophers, who sprung up In France some 
years ago, a deliberate and wicked intention of 
overturning the established religion and govern- 
ment of this kingdom. On the contrary, I 
really and truly believe, he had not. But I do 
and will affirm, that these speculative opinions, 
which he has, in this book, obtruded upon the 
world, are, like those of the French Philosophers, 
directly calculated to produce these effects. 

I shall now submit, it to the serious conside- 
ration of all men, who have any regard to the 
interest of religion, to the honour of God, to 
the welfare and happiness of the rising genera- 
tion, and to the welfare and happiness of man- 
kind in general ; if a person who coiild yen- ' 
tiire to obtrude such a composition of contra- 
dictions, and such dangerous opinions, upon the 
rest of mankind as truths, is fit to be intrusted ^ 
with the important charge of the instruction of 
youth. 

The sjpeculative opinion respecting causation^ 
which Mr. Leslie has introduced in the last sen- 
tence of the eighth chapter of his book, and 
which he seems to have adopted from Mr, 
Hume, and his reasoning upon it in the note 
there referred to, are, like these other speculative 
opinions which we have already examined, evi-?* 
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idfeMly founded on error, ind 4as evidently, llkei 
them, a dire ct tendency to destroy the fear of 
God in the minds of men. 

In the proposed Inquiry into the Origin of 
Government and Lav^, it will be shown, that 
the Creator has placed certain active intel- 
ligent beings, or frincipUs^ in every natural bo- 
dy ; and that those spiritual beings or principles 
are the immediate causes of all those phenomena 
Which we behold in the natural world. And I 
shall also show, that, by that' scale of intelligence 
w^hich the Creatdf has bestowed upon those na-^ 
tural principles^ advancing gradually from the 
very lowest order of* created bodies to man ; and 
by that chain of subordination which he has also 
established among these prindiples, every part of 
the natural world is joined together, arid formed 
into one complete whole, and thereby united to 
-God himself, the first cause of alL 

Having before observed, that those specula- 
tive pretended philosopher^ and mathematicians 
have 'invented certain learned words, and called 
theiii principles ; and that those pretended prin- 
ciples are all of them false principles* I shall 
now give an example of one of them, mention^ 
ed by Mr. Leslie in his Inquiry into the Naturg 
^ ■ ' ' . I 
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of Heat, upon which his reasonmg in the 15^ 
chapter of that book is founded; and show that 
this is truly a false principle ; and that his rea* 
sonitig founded upon it must, of consequence, 
be false alsa 

Mn. Leslie, speaking of the motion of bodies> 
says, " The law. of this incessant expenditure is 
immediately deduced from the celebrated prin- 
ciple of the conservatio virium vivarum*. — 
These pi;etended philosophers would wish to 
make mankind believe, that this learned long- 
named printiple^ is a real active intelligent being; 
that it is invested with power to regulate the 
motion of all natural bodies; and that, by means 
of its influence, bodies are obstructed in their 
motion, m proportion to the square of their velo^ 
city. 

As Mr. Leslie has adopted this pretended 
principle as a real truth, and founds* his i;easoning 
upon it, we might naturally expect that he 
would have been able to give us some informa- 
tion, and have made us ta understand the thing, 
which this long learned name is supposed to re- 
present . But this we know is impossible. 

We must not, however, ascribe the invention 

f Sec Mr. Leslie's Inquiry, page 80*4 
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ftf this false principle to Mn Leslie. He h^6 
only imbibed the idea of its existence, from his 
insttictorsl It is nevertheless pretty obvious^ 
that it has been invented by some speculative 
mathematician like himself. 

For, by means of that speculative system of 
.mathematics which these speculative men have 
invented, they pretended to demonstrate that 
this cel^rated principle of the conservatto viri' 
nm vivarum^ is a true principle in nature ; and 
that bodies are reallyobstructed in their motion, 
in proportion to 4be square of their velocity: 
and this false principle is now universally in- 
culcated upon the minds of youth in our schools, 
as a demonstrated truth, 

Mr. Nicholson, a celebrated philosopher, in 
allusion to this celebrated principle ^ in his book, 
entitled. An Introduction to Natural Philosophy^ 
S2cySj ** Hence it appears, that in order to main- 
^ tain the uniform motion of a body in a fluid, 
^ a constant accession of force is required to 
*' overcome the resistance; but as in general, 
** there is no such accesion in the motions 
" which are performed about us, they all decay 

by degrees, and at length terminate* 

It likewise appears, that when a body 
^f moves in any fluid, and is acted upon by any 
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^^ constant force, it can obtain but a certain d6« 
** gree of velocity. For, as the resistance ixx-» 
*f creases with the velocity, but in a higher pro-< 
" portion, namely, as the squares^ it is plain 
" that the resistance at a certain period of the ac- 
" celeration will become equal to the constantly 
*^ acting force ; after which the body will pro- 
" ceed uniformly, and the constantly acting force 
" will be employed in overcoming that resist-^ 
" ance. On this account it is, that bodies that 
** sink in water, or any other fluids^ by the force 
*^ of gravity, soon acquire their utmost velocity, 
**' and afterwards proceed uniformly. And in like 
" manner, a ship, when it first gets under w^y, 
" proceeds with an accelerated velocity, till the 
*' resistance of the water becomes in equilibrio 
" with the action of the wind on its sails, but 
" afterwards proceeds uniformly, the force of 
" the wind being entirely employed in over- 
^* coming that resistance*.'* 

That the whole of this reasoning is founded 
upon that false speculative system of. mathema-> 
tics, which some speculative pervertbr of the 
truth has invented for the purpose of deceiving 
mankind, in order that he might thereby be en- 
abled t9 lead them into the p^iths of errors is^ 
* See Nicholson's Introduction, Vol* 2d. Pages 2^ aiid 26^ 
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obvious from the following passage, in whicK 
this gentleman says : 

"In mathematical strictness, it is aot true, 
" that a body in these circumstances ^t;<?r arrives 
" at uniformity ofmottQU^ for the approach of the 
*' resistance to ah equality with the impelling 
** force is represented by a converging series, the 
" number of whose terms is infinite, and their 
sum in any finite time is less than the impel- 
ling force ; but the latter terms sopn become 
too small to be of any physical consequence*.'' 
Mn Leslie, in the passage last quoted from 
his book, tells us, that this converging series 
which Mr. Nicholson here alludes to, and we 
may well suppose their pretended symtote lines 
also, which they tell us are continually ap- 
proaching! towards each other, but which they 
say can never meet together in any point, al- 
though they should be extended through eter- 
nity, are deduced from this celebrated principle 
of the conservatio virium vivarumi We must 
acknowledge, that these incomprehensible ef- 
fects are well worthy of such an imaginary 
undefinable parent. 

It requires but a jjery small exercise of these 
Wtional faculties which the Creator has bfestow- 
Nicholson's latroduction^ VoL 2d. Page S64 
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ed upon man, to perceive that this speculative 
nonsense is altogether false. It is perfectly ob- 
vious to the common understanding of matikind, 
that if any two lines are drawn so as to ap- 
proach towards each other, let that approach be 
ever so small, though it should not exceed the 
thousand part' of an inch in a thousand miles, 
yet these two lines still continuing to approach 
each other in the same proportion, must neces- 
sarily at some period, meet together in the same 
point* 

When Euclid undertook to instruct mankind 
in the knowledge and use of geometry, he en- 
deavoured to convey this knowledge to their 
minds by sensible figures. But these specula- 
tive philosophers have inverted this sensible 
mode of instruction which Euclid adopted, and 
which every true philosopher must necessarily 
adopt, and they pretend to convey to their 
• pupils a knowledge of natural and visible ob- 
jects by things that are unseen, and which are 
altogether incomprehensible to the mind of 
man. • 

The great end and object of that science 
which is termed natural fhihsopbyy is, as the 
Apostle expresses it, to obtain a knowledge of 
the invisible things of Gad from thejhundationof 
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ti^e worlds by the contemplation of those visibly 
objects which he has created^ But these gentle- 
men endeavour to make us believe, that we can 
only acquiFe a perfect knowledge of those visible 
objects, by means of things which like their pre-' 
tended converging series of infinite termsy is aho- 
gether invisible and incomprehensible. It ia, 

' however, very obvious that it is impossible for 

. Qien to acquire any certain knowledge either of 
God himself, or of his works, by such a ridi- 
culous mode of instruction. But the real fact 
is, as was before ob versed, these speculative 
jihilosophers would wisn to persuade us to re- 
nounce the testimony of our own senses, and of 
our own understanding, and believe implicitly 
in those speculative, irrational, and impious opi- 
nions, which they endeavour to impose upon 
us.. 

Mr. Nicholson, like his brother philosopher, 
Mr. Leslie, has flatly and pointedly contradicted 

' himself in these two passages before quoted. 
In the first^ he says, " That bodies descending 
** through fluids by the force of gravity soon ac- 

. *^ quire their utmost velocity, and afterwards 
^^ proceed uniformly. ^^ la the* next passage, he 

. tells, us as positively, that what he had told us 
before^ ij^ not- true ; and that a body in these cir-^ 
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^ cumstanced, never arrives at an uniformity of 

motion. 

But let us quit this ridiculous irrational me- 
thod of philosophizing, and employ those senses 
' and those faculties which the Creator has been 

^ pleased to bestow upon us, for the purpose of 

I enabling us to acquire a knowledge of truth, and 

/ prove, by the testimony of those senses, that rfiis 

i celebrated principle, this conservatio viriam «- 

varum is a falise principle^ and that the motion 
of bodies descending through fluids is not ob- 
structed in proportion to the squares of their velo^ 
' city^ or in any other way than that of the sim- 

/ pie, relative specific gravity of the body, to that 

of the fluid through which it moves ; and that 
bodies descending through fluids do continually 
accelerate in their motions. . 

In order to show that this is true, let us in 

round numbers suppose the specific gravity oi 

the air in which we breathe to be • ^ 0,001 

That of water ....**. 1.000 

And that of lead . • * . . .11.000 

; It is a simpl6 and universally acknowledged 

axiom in philosophy, that solid bodies, whose 

specific gravity is less than that of the fluid in 

which they niay be immersed, cannot sink or 

descend to the bottom of that fluid, but will be 
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ifXHtttfdiftidy throwii ifp m the soifac^, and So^t 
tgpoo it*^or e^caniple, a piece of fir-wpod in 
\^t9t* If a soiid body of f>recigely the same* 
s]^ific gravity 4^ a fluid, be laid upott the ^r- 
fiM^a of that ftnid, we ki!k>w that it will sink 
down 90 far as to remove that part of the Huid 
wltic^ k equal to the bulk of its own body : or, 
ki dth<^ woixis^ k will sink down until the up- 
p€?r surface ttf the body id equal with the sflrface . 
of the fluids and there it will iemain. But if 
th« specific gravity of the body be only a few 
grains heatier than that of the fluid, it will then 
ahik to the bottom, and the motion of the body 
will accderate in ks descent through the fluid, 
exactly in frtoportion to the difl^rence or ex-, 
ceM of ks o¥m specifie gravity above that of 
liie fluid ; that (HSerente being the constantly 
acting force which impels the body forward in 

Suppose the body A, (see plate II. No. 1.) to 
b^ a ball c£ Iea4, and the perpendicular Unes B 
C D £ to represent a space in the atmosphere 
pt&dsely equal to the diameter of the ball : let 
UH suppoee that the baH has to descend through 
^ alrtio^phere^ hem E to fii, where it falls up- 
m the sitfface of the earth« And let us also 
S^ose the honzonti^ tines, a b, c, &c. to i^ 
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present certain equal portions of the column of 
the atmosphere through which the ball has to 
pass, of ten, one hundred, or any number of 
yards each. The specific gravity of the air be- 
ing 1, and that of the ball of lead 11^000; the 
difference of the power of these two bodies is, 
therefore, 10,99IL The body of air through 
' which the ball has to pass, can only oppose its 
descent with a force equal to 1 ; and the ball 
will overcome that opposition, with a force 
10,999 times greater than that which the air 
possesses to oppose it. But this is not all : this 
difference in the specific gravity of these tvv^o 
bodies becomes a constantly acting force to im- 
pell the ball forward : and from this cause the 
velocity of the ball, and consequently its force, 
will be constantly and regularly increasing, in 
proportion to this difference between the speci-. 
fie gravity of the ball and that of the air through 
which it moves. 

We know it to be an unquestionable truth, 
that the body of air through which the ball has 
to pass, cannot exert one particle of more power 
to obstruct the descent of the ball^ than that 
which the Creator has bestowed upon it : and 
this, we know, is only one 11,000 part of the 
original power of the bail. Th^se being un- 
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questionable truths, it is obvious, that the ball 
cannot meet with one particle of more obstruc- 
tion in its descent from r to s, than it did from 
a to b. 

It seems, however, that our speculative phi- 
losophers would wish to make us believe, that 
this celebrated principle of theirs can bestow a 
much greater degree of power upon natural bo- 
dies, than the Creator himself has bestowed upoa 
them J and that it has invested the atmosphere 
with the power of obstructing the ball of lead in 
its descent, with a force equal to the square of 
the velocity of the ball. But if this celebrated 
principle has any existence in nature, it must be 
a lying spirit^ and can have sprung from none 
other but him who is the father of Hesy as I 
shall afterwards show. 

The dilFerence between the specific gravity of 
lead, and that of air, being so very great, and 
that difference being the constantly acting force 
which impels the ball forward in its descent, we 
may well suppose that the motion of the ball 
would, from this cause, accelerate in a geome- 
trical, or duplicate ratio. This being supposed, 
the following table will show us distinctly, in 
the first column, the increasing velocity of the 
ball; in the second column, its increasing 
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force } and in the last colunani the obstructk^ 
which tills celebrated principle is said to oppo^ 
to its descent, at each term. 
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Mn NicholfiQu, in the passage quoted above, 
jaye, that Tbe sum of the terms of the resisting 
jSW/V, in any^nite timej is less than the impelling 
force. But is this the case ? We have only car^ 
ried th^e preceding statement to the 20th term, 
and the sum of the terms of the resisting power 
is there, in place of being tessy nearly seventy 
times greater thaa the sum of the terms of the 
impelling force. At the 14th term, the resist- 
ing and the impelling forces approach tow;ards 
an equality; but at the 15th term, it appears 
from the preceding statement, that thi$ celebrat- 
ed principle has invested the air with a power 
one-half greater than the force of the ball at the 
9ame period. If this had been true, it is ob- 
vious that the motion of the ball must have 
ceased before it arrived at the 15th term. For 
these speculative philosophers may as well en- 
deavour to make us believe, ths^ a bladder filled 
with air will sink in water, as say that the lead- 
en b^U could descend dirough the air, if it was 
really oppwed by a power greater than its 
own» 

These speculative gentlemen would wish to 
make us believe that all kinds of motion in ma* 
terial bodies proceed from the same cause. Mr. 
JLeslie towards the end of his 8th chapter, ex- 
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plodes impulse altogether, as a cause of motion ; 
and resolves every kind of motion into pressure^ 
If his unintelligible jargon in that chapter mean 
any thing, we are there given to understand 
that the motion of a falling stone ^ and a stone 
thrown by the bandy proceeds from one and the 
same cause. And Mr. Nicholson in the passage 
before quoted says, that the motion of a ship 
upon the surface of the sea, is regulated by the 
same cause as that of a stone or any other solid 
body descending through a fluid by the force of 
gravity, viz. by this celebrated principle of the 
conservatio virium vivarum. But the motion 
of a body descending through a fluid by the 
force of gravity, and that of a ship or any otter 
body upon the surface of the earth, are very 
different, and proceed from very different causes; 
The primary cause of the motion of a body- 
descending through fluids by the force of gra- 
vity, arises from the influence of that great 
principle of attraction which the Creator has 
placed in the centre of the earth j and the par- 
ticular degree of velocity with which it moves, 
is regulated by the condensing influence of that 
principle of attraction which is placed in its own 
body; or, in other words, by the difference of 
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the specific gravity of its own body, above that 
of the fluid through which it moves. These 
two powers accompany the body throughout 
the whole of its descent, and are constantly im- 
pelling it forward with the same uniform force, 
however great its velocity may be. The mo- 
tion of any body upon the surface of the earth, 
is, on the contrary, always caused by the actioa 
of some other external body, upon it ; and the ve- 
locity with which jf moves, is always in propor- 
tion to the velocit)^ of the motion of the impel- 
ling body. 

Without having recourse, as Mr. Leslie says,. 
to invisible agent Sy and without the aid ' of the 
higher geometry ^ we can easily explain the cause 
of that acceleration in the motion of the ship, 
for a short space after she first gets under .way, 
which. Mr. Nicholson speaks of,, and also the 
cause of that equality of motion which she 
then acquires. And for this purpose, 

Let the line A B, Fig. 3, represent the cur- 
rent of the wind ; and C a sliip just getting 
under way, to go directly before the wind. As 
the force of the wind to impel the ship forward, 
by means of the sails, is always proportionable 
to its velocity, let us suppose the velocity of 
he wind to be represented by- the number 6, or 
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by any other ratmbOT greater than' tiiat Let 
Its* suppose, that the ship bneing iinpdled £br- 
ward by the force of the wind acting npoa m 
saUs^ has^. when k arrived at the {^oint a; ac- 
quired a telocity cjqual to 1 j aft b^ a velodfy of 
2 } at c, of S J at d, of 4 ; and sa os ; its veto- 
city increasing i» arithnaetical progression* Nmr^ 
as the force of the vnnA consists entirely in M 
velocity, k is obvious^ that erery portion of Ye-^ 
locky which the ship acqaif ee,^ will destroy a 
proportioftal part of the force pf the wind ; and 
the force of the wind upon the sails wiB be at 
aJ^ times eicactly propoiftionedto thefiSereiYce be^^ 
tween the vefocity of the v;rind, and thai of the 
shipi After the sails are ^ead^c andl befere th>er 
ship begins to more, the wind acljs uf cm tb»' 
sails with its fblt force, which has^ been {mppDseJ 
txy be equal t6 61 Biat, when the ship b^gins^ to 
move forward, an^ has arri'ved at the poini: a^' 
where it is s^qppoeed tiy have acquired a velotefey. 
of 1', equi^l t^' O'Re-Kbxth pare of tfcc vetocity of 
the wind^ it is obvious^ that tfhe wind ca» thlstt 
oaly ac^ upon the S2»Is of the sferip- with a force 
eq^af to five-sixths of its ot'igm'al j>ow=er. "Whetf 
k arrives at^ % aaid* aequkes there ar velfe€i«y ol 
% another sixth part el the force of the win"^ 
i90\M be there destroyed j attd v^h&a, it arrived 
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at c, and acquired ther6 a velocit7:6f S, equal 
to one half of thie velocity of tlie T^ind, it could 
then act upon' the sails of the ship with only 
one half !of its original power. The ship will 
still go on increasing in velocity^ uniil t^e force 
of the Wind^ proportional to thq 'difference be-^ 
tween its own velocity and that- of the ship, is 
no more than sufficient to overcome the re4 
sistlnce ,o£ the .water, when, it will- proceed 
with uniform velocity. But if the .%^lhd should 
either increase or decrease- in velocity* the ve- 
locity of the ship would iijimedSat'ely suffer at 
similar alteration ; until the force proportional 
to the difference between the velocity, of the two 
moving bodifes is reduced to an equality with 
the resistijig force. It makes no sort of differ- 
enice, whether the ship sails directly before the 
win4j or }n an oblique course: the force of the 
wind, will be still reduced in the same manner 
by the velocity of the ship. That equality 
which; we observe in the motibris of wind tnills, 
water-mills, cartiagfes draWn by horses, or push- 
ed forward l?y inenV ill prbceed frptn the same 
c^xxse^ viz. from the reduction of the inipelling 
force by the velocity bf the body Nvbich ia 
thj^reby put in motibni ,Fdr example, if it 
t^as possible for a mart, in pushing a wheeU 

L 
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barrow before him^ to increa^ the velocity of hU 
tvm motion to that degree whick would 6aftb|d 
hi:n to eKert comtandy the suiie uniform fotea 
to push the barrow forward, which hifc did* at 
first to plut it in motibn, this original force bekig 
thus contiT^ued, it woiHd produce pKcisdy the 
same efikit as the force of gravity acting upotl 
the leaden ball in kd descent through the air^ 
ind the velocity of the b»row, iilae that of the 
leaden ball^ would be continiis^ly increaettig^ 

But let mta^D intfuireimo the eji^ct$ whid^ 
this pretei^ed prmxiipld must, necessarily hav^ 
produced upon the mdtidui of the ^ip, if it ka^ 
been a real principle of nature, and really po** 
sc^ed the; powCT of obsttuctiog it& ttkotion is 
proportion -iid^ tbe sijuarei 9/ its velocity. 

The velocity of the 5jiind has already been 
supposed to be r^resented by the number 6^ 
and the iftci^easHing vefocky of %be ship after il 
was at fir^ put In m<3«:iort< stod when it anivedf 
at the pomts a^ b, c, to-be i-eprei^-Mfed by \hi 
numbers 1, 2, B, (see Plate it N^a) As thi* 
prci?ended Jf^iftciple ifr said to obstrut* the mo- 
tipn of bodies in prop^mtm t4 the sqaare ofibetP 
^tlocftys^^ square bf thefte numbers is 1, 4,9| 
xxs the velpdty of the wind^ and tdnseqiuewly i» 
force vf only 6; k is d>vlottd that &e ship «ouI# 
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never wrive at die point c, because It xvould be 
Oppoe^ there by ^ power oae half greater than 
jthe origiiwil force of the wind, by which it was 
impelled* 

We have here igQOther.^proof that tliis coMser-r 
HHitio virlum wvarum is a lying principle^ be- 
jcause we know it to be a truth, from the testi- 
^lpny of our own «<?a^es,thftt ships do continue 
to mov^ about upon the surface of the ocean, in 
•defiance of its power j and that their motions 
4iire not regulated by this pretended principle, 
hut by the force aQd vielocity of the wind. 

Whether, therefore, we eicplore the air, the 
wat^r, or- the earth, to discover this celebrate4 
principle^ from the effects which it is said, by 
these philosophers, to produce in these elements, 
k i« no where to be fo^nd. We jiavp seen th^t 
the motion of a ship upon the surface of the 
sea, or any other body uppn the face of the 
eartJv i^ ^ Ji^ttl® regulaited either by $quaref or 
^»^tf J as .t-he motion of the leaden feaU in its de- 
scent throligh the ,^n T^e simj^e cause of that 
eqiiafity pf moSiOG whiph is observed in bodies 
upon the face .o£ the «4itti, a^d of the increasing 
velocity of bodies dsse^jgindlng tbrpugb air or w^- 
t&t \it6 bectti already eKpl%|n«dL ! 

But tHs «ib*rat«d\pii(ic Jtbe mark 
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of the beast in its forehead : it8 very name i% a 
lie. For if this conservatio virium vivarum reaily 
possessed the power which the inventor has 
ascribed to it, and really obstructed the motion 
t)f all bodies in proportion to the square of their 
velocity^ it is obvious from the ejtamples' which 
have been stated, that it would be the de- 
stroyer, .and not the preserver of life and nnotion 
in all natural bodies^ as the name imports. 

irit really did possess the power of obstruct- 
ing the motions of all bodies in proportion to 
the square oj their velocity y the air in which we 
'breathe could no longer circulate round , the 
earth; the rivers could no longer flow down 
iheir ordinary channels to the sea j and the sea 
itself would immediately become stagnant and 
quiescent. That circulation of nutritive matter 
"i?vhich is constantly carried on In slU animal and 
vegetable bodies, so long as they possess life, 
'would immediately c^ase; afad death Would,' in 
-consequence, immediately ensue. ' The circula- 
tion of this earth, and of all the other planets 
round thfe sun would be imn^diately stopped; 
and even the rays of light proceeding from the 
•sun, would be arrested in their course, long be- 
fore they could reach the eacfth. Day and night 
could no lon'get continue '^osucceedeach' other, 
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and time would cease to TUn. And the earth 
would then be reduced into precisely the same 
dead and dark ^tate, which, it is said in the 
Scriptures, it was in before-the work pi' creation, 
begam 

' Such must necessarily be the inevitable con- 
sequences, if this celebrated principle was, at this 

-time, invested with the power which the in- 
ventor has ascribed to it. / 
• It will however appear exceedingly evident, 
from the first chapter of our Inquiry into the 
Origin of Government and Law^ that if this cele- 
brated principle, who has assumed to himself 
this learned name of the conservatio virium vi^ 
varum J has at present any existence, in nature, 
it must be one of those, principles of attraction 
which the Creator has placed in alLnatural bodies, 
who we shall find in that Inquiry, are perpe- 
tually endeavouring to obstruct that circula- 
tion of matter which constitutes the universal 
law of nature ; and it can in that case be no 
other than that supreme principle of attraction 
which he has placed in the body of the sun j 
and whom he has, as will appear in the subsequent 
chapter of our Inquiry, invested with supreme 
dominion over the whole of the natural world. 

' But when we come to inquire into the law of 
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tfature, we shall there find, that that vbkrary 
dominion which this supreme principle i9 pei:«r 
petually endeavouring to exercise over all the ii;i^ 
ferior parts of nature^ is restrained by that law ; 
and that he will continue to be restrained by it, 
until the purposes for which the Almighty crea- 
ted this world are completely fulfilled. Buf 
when the time which God has ordained for the 
general consummation o£ all things shall com^ 
,we shall find from that part of our Inquiry ^t 
that law which he has established for the pre- 
servation of all his works, will then be repealed {. 
und that this ^eat principle will then become^ 
his instrument for the destruction of this mtfer 
rial world, by drawing in all these oth^ great 
bodies of matter of which it is composed Int9- 
his own body. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

On Mr. Maltbus^s Essay on Population, 



It is impossible to conceive, and it is certainly 
its impossible for Mr. Malthus himself to define, 
the meaning of his term«, tbt Principle bf Po^ 
pulation^ and the great Law of Necessity. It ha^ 
been already stated, in our observations on Mr. 
Lerfie'^ Inquiry into the Nature of Heat, that 
these speculative philosophers, for the purposti 
of giving some plausible appearance to their 
¥a5n tad impious speculations, and thereby de- 
ceiving the rest of mankind, have invented cer- 
tain naiiies to which they have prefixed th* 
t»m principle; such as Mr. Leslie's celebrated 
principle of the conservatio i)irium vi varum; 
the principles of lawj the principles of pbysk^ 
the principles of trade^ the principles of lan^ 
guagty See, &c. &c. But althou^ this term 
makes at present such a conspicuous part of ou** 
knguage, it will be found, upon due examina*^ 
tion, that it is in most cases utterly urtdefinable. 
And it is; perhaps, on account oiF the multiplicftjr 
*f these undefinafete ter m^^ which have been iai 
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' Vented and introduced into the English language 

by speculatltd writers, that these terms render 

it so very difficult for foreigners to acquire a 

knowledge of it. Fof if is pei*fectly obvious^ 

that, when undefinable terms are commonly 

>^ made use of in any language, it must necessarily 

X render that language the more difficult, to be un* 

, derstood. When' a speculative man wishes to 

writhe or speak upon any subject that he de^ 

not understand, he has only now to invent a 

parcel of names, and prefix the term principle 

to them; and this term makes his speculative 

undefinable nonsense pass as current coinv 

That indiscriminate use of the itxmpriffcipk^ 
AZj^hich at present so miiversally prevails in the 
English language, will be found, upon proper 
^ inquiry, to be of no very long standing, and 

^ , that it has been chiefly introduced into it duxing 

the last, and the short pe^iiod of the present 
century. The Xcxva principle of attraction. ^^ 
defined by Sir Isaac Newton, who it is sup- 
posed was the first/ person who made use of 
that term, is now, and was by him,- under- 
stood to denominate the jcflcuse of tKat ge-i 
: neral or elective attraction of particles of mat- 
ter towards, each other, whether they be fluid or 
ioHd, which is found to prevail throughout thdf 
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whole of this material: wprlcL And this cause 
hms. al^ethiSr invisible to thp sens es of maa- 
km4r 'Ws justly c«lebratpd inquirer into the 
firork^ of ereadcoiy seeing frqm t)xe effecU which 
th^s^ priDisiples of attraj:tian produGed through^ 
^m the whole of this matprial worlds and that 
tiUe po^nrer widi wh^b thipy were invested h 
ifaplyefis^Uy proportionable to the bulk of th^ 
j^4y m which they ar^e placed, and seeing that 
4he io^ll^Qce of that g^^e^ principle of attraction 
3(^hich U pl.4ce4 in th^ sun, extends over the 
mkolfi of th? neural ivorld^ he very naturally 
11^ ji^stly conclude^}, th4t these priqciples of at?- 
tj^^tian pii;^ nece^^ly be sqiie order of intel- 
Jigpnt spiritual bpings^ whom the Creator had in^ 
vested with these extraordinary degrees of 
jfQTWr. 

In th? h%^nnmt ^ ^^ pr^oposed Inquiry into 
IJ^ OfJigin of Go!%ffrnment and Lavf it will be 
^OWU) th^at bias^dps tbeBe/pr^ciples of attraction^ ^ 
Ihei^a i& ^othear of det of spiritual ajgents or prin-^ 
clplefe (]^r^ttf i^pi9si(0 in< their nature and dis* 
l^itip^, apd immen«dy more powerful than 
thpsap^neiples of ^fttfabCtion, which' diJ8:Oeator 
employi04 ^ th9 begiiiuing., as well as thi$ prln*- 
I9lples of attraction, aa4 which be still continues 
fi? ^SHpiPiy a/^ hji^ in^tmmeats for the c^ecutiof 
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bf his \vill in the formation and preservation cf 
all material bodies ; and that these two orders 
of principles are the immediate causes of all the 
phsenomena which we behold in the natural 
world. It will also be shown^ that the Creator 
has phiced a moral principle or soul in the bodj 
of man, and that he has invested this moral 
princi)ple with dominion over that principle of 
attraction or natural mind, which he has also 
Jplaced in his body, and that this moral principle 
is the immediate cause of all his moral actions^ 
)and that, being invested with this dominiotToVer 
the desires of the natural mind, and endbwed 
with perfect freedom, this ihoral princijple be- 
comes thereby accountable to God, fot all the 
actions of the body. 

The author of these observations has much 
reason to believe that these three orders of spi- 
ritual bein^ or principles are thfe only true 
principles that can be found, ismd that they alone 
are the immediate cause of all the pha^nomena 
which occur both in the natural and moral 
world. He had also reason to believe, that tfad 
tferm prihciple where it is not emjployed to deno- 
minate one or other of these three orders of spi- 
ritual beings, will be foundi upon eitamination^ 
to be mere indefinite termsi If this ehall appur 
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to be the case, he submits it to the consideratian 
of. those who will give themselves the trouble of 
.making the inquiry, if the use of this term, ex- 
cept where it is employed to denominate one or 
other of these real principles j ought not to be 
banished, not only from our own, but from 
icvery other language ; because where such in- 
definite terms are made use of in the composi- 
/tion of imy language, it must necessarily obstruct 
the communication of the knowledge of truth 
from the mind of one man to that of another, 
which is the only natural^ proper, and lawful 
ase of language* 

. From the manner in which Mr. Malthus 
epeakfi of his prirtcipk of population^ it is exceed^ 
ingly evident, that he believes, or at least wishes 
to make other people believe, that this principle, 
this imaginary being, is the cause of f he increase 
of mankind upon the. earth. But every true 
Christian knows thatnbis increase of mankind 
can proceed from no other cause than the will 
of God himsfilf, the Supreme Governor of the 
world This being unquestionably true,^ it is 
obvious, that this pretended principle of papula^ 
iion is nothing else but a mere name which these 
speculative philosophers have invented, for the 
|)urpo8e of deceiving the rest of mankind \ zfA, 
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hf that means to enable tbdemdres Ho tead therti 
into tbe paths of erroTi 

It will be ejfeceedingly obyioixs to any persaa 
who att^itiv^lj reads this Etsay oh P&puiatmru, 
that the aothpr of it do€fs -not Ijdfeve in the 
existence of God as th« Supreme Goternoi: dF 
the world: and that these specuktivfc Aystema 
of philosophy which* he arid ethers have lately 
ojbtrudcd upon the wcorld, are evidently formed 
upon the heathen theology* For as in that the^- 
ology, every part of nature, every art and fetknce^ 
and every appetite and passion, h;id k« own ima^ 
ginary deity to preside over it, and as these ima- 
ginary deities w^e supposed to be invested with 
power to confer Hessings and inflict pxinirfi^ 
ments upon mankiod, these speculatite philo- 
sophers endeavour now to mafce us bdieire,that 
€very part of nature, and. ev6ry aft and science^ 
has its own presiding principle ; and that these 
imaginary principles have power to enact k*v^s 
foi" the regulation of the different jiam both of 
the natural and moral worid. 

As the prmcipli vf populatlofi and the /«nf»^ 
apie of neteisity seeui to be k\^ griatest divi* 
nities in Mr. Malthus's netr system of theology, . 
and as he sometimes speaks of his ptindpli tf 
fmtjsiiy as a &male divinity, tv^6 ar^ led to ^np^ . 
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poefetha these are ©hly difFerent natneft ^idhi 
he hj» inrented for the Jupiter and Juno of the 
anciehts. Fcrr like the stories which we havfe 
%eeii told of these two iitiaginafy divinities, he 
*eKg asj that his printtfle of popuiatlvn and hfs 
frindpk qf necessity are pefpetually opjiosing 
*su^ other's will. His great divinity, the prifi-^ 
tipk t^ pt^ulAtion^ he tells us, is perpetually es- 
deavo\iring to bring ttiankind into existence 
upon this e»t/h, faster than the nmrisbtrient that 
is prepared for their subsisteMte ; and that his 
principh t)f ntcetsitj is as constantly employed in 
drrnng iway this ovBrstock of inhabitants from 
the face of the eaith, by famine^ contagious dis- 
penses, and pestitetice, ^nd by all the otha: 
plagues which are said tx> be contained in Pan^ 
doras box. These, it seems, are all of tfaeiti 
scrme inferior otdet -fef principlts^ or divinities, 
which the principle if necessity extvploys as his 
agents for inflicting these plagvFes upoh mankind* 
Mr, MaJihus, like Mt. Leslie^ sets out with a 
{)!recoi>teived specuiadte opinion ; and ^having, 
like Cmdorcet^ Godiimi^ and the rest of tbese 
ekl^htemd pbtlantinpi^s^ assumed it as an 
unquestionable troth, that tlie principle of popu- 
IdiWfi is the great eause df all that vice and 
\ "mery^ and df that unt^jud j^sdrsiffU^n of the 
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briunties of nature which at present prevails lA 
the .world, he employs two large volumes for 
the sole purpose of persuading mankind to ab- 
stain from marriage in the early part of life, lest 
they should increase and multiply faster than the 
means ot subsistence. He tells us. expressly, 
that if we do not disobey that commandment 
which the Creator gave to man at the very be- 
ginning, for the purpose of fulfilling his will in 
the gradual production of mankind upon the 
earth, by that plan of generation which his wis-, 
dom had devised, and, contrary to the divine ap- 
pointment, abstain from marriage in the early- 
part of life, we shall unquestionably, like Mil^ 
tons Sin J he perpetually tormented by our own 
offspring, and die miserably tf famine and con- 
tagious diseases. 

It will appear very evident from the foUo^Y- 
ing observations, that this Essay on Population^ 
is, like Mn Leslie's Inquiry into the Nature of 
Heat, a complete mixture of truth, falsehood, 
and speculative opinions ; and that, not being 
itself the language of trutby it is evidently im- 
possible that it can convey any knowledge 6i 
truth to the mind of any other man* ' 

This learned author, although he does not, 
Jik$ the French philosophers,, yenture expressly 
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to deny the existence of God as thd Supreme* 
Governor of the World, he has done it in fact 
in the very commencement of his book, where 
he says, 

^ In an inquiry concerning the improvement 
*^ of society, themode of conducting the subject 
** which naturally presents itself, is, 

" 1st, To investigate the causes that havo 
** hitherto impeded the progress of manHnd to^ 
*^ wards ka|)pines8 ; and 

** 2d, To examine the probability oPthe total 
^^ or partial removal of these causes in future. 

^ To enter fully into this question, and to 
*' enumerate all the causes that have hitherto in- 
** fluenced human improvement, would be much 
beyond the power of an individual. The 
principal object of this essay is to examine 
** the etf^cts of one great 'cause intimately united 
with the nature of man, which, though it has- 
been constantly and powerfully operating since 
** the commencement of society, has been little 
** noticed by the writers who have treated this 
** subject. The fatts which establish this cause 
•* have, indeed, been repeatedly stated and ac- 
•* knowledged ; but its natural and necessary 
^ effects have been almost totally overlooked ; 
:^ though ptobably among these effects may be 
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^* reckoaed a vety popsWer^bfe^ pprtk)n pf that 
*^ vice and misery, ap|d of th^ u^equ^l di$|i'il?^- 
^^ tiQ9 of th@ bpUQU^s of AdXU):^, ysihich i( Iii4^ 
*' been the unceasing object of the enli^ht^aodr 
** philaflthropisl; in aii 4g^» tp correct 

*^ The c^use tp.whkh 1 4JMc ia,, tlwi pQQst^i: 
^' tendency in all apiiQaJt,ejd U£e ^ iif^ic(^as( k^j^pd 
*♦ /Z^i? nourisbmcnt prepared fir it*^ 
. }s not the^ ^s^^rtion cpa|:;ai»njed ii> thi^last. ^n*^ 
sence a clear and unequivoc^ pi:ofvf,Jh^ t^e 
a^jtjjipr of t^)s ess^iy does pot beli^v^ ip this ox- 
isteiu-^ of God 4S (hie supi^np^ gpv^ngr of the 
Vrorld ? A$ h« po^vely ^smxiA xh^ tbw /^«- 
d^ncy in all animated lifi. to increase hiymd the 
itQvnsbmetit prepared fir it^ \^ tb§ grp?^. c^RS© 
'ivbicb bas bitbertb ff^p^dsd the progr^s^ ofwfn^ 
kind toniiards bappimssy ^nd tb^: chjef Q,ms^ of 
thait w$ and misery ^\i\^ h^$ l;ii{^$ftfl pfavail-* 
ed. ia the w<:^ld, and of ihflt fiWfMol df^iril^»tio» 
of the bounties of namrc^ which h^ jit s^^a>«>y like 
Tor» Paifte 4Pd the frencb pf^ilQSi^dffrSj jqf^ip^ 
sidors to ha pii/e of tl^ gie^t ipipidiii^Q^t^ to bu-^ 
manb^f^ine^n ^<^^ wy\. he Iiere plainly 2^)4 di^ 
tcctly acqu^ the Alf»igMy of b^ag jjje wtM^ 
qi evy? Is it pot ftltogetjber iippoaBible f:^^ apy 
niiM^ <;a(i u^er suph ^miif>^i^» and ^ tbe 9^j(ne 
tiap.^ belij^vg jif^tl)is SQri^tWfiis,a,^ ti^^ wo>^d c^Qod* 
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Evefrjr man who believeth in the Scriptures atf 
the word of God, must believe, that " lii the' 
** beginning God created the heavens and the 
** earth/' That He is, the fountain bf all that 
life and happiness which bis (Creatures enjoy. 
That The eyes of all wait upon him^ and be giv^ 
etb them their meat in due season. That He open- 
ah bis hand J and satisfeth the desire of every liv- 
ing thing J He must believe, that the smallest of 
his creatures are the objects of his care, as well 
as the greatest That a sparrow fallefb not to the 
ground without his knowledge^ and that the very 
hairs of our heddt are all numbered. That he 
clothe tb even the grass of the fiild^ and array etb 
the lilies with more beauty and splendour than 
ever Solomon was in all his glory. , 
. Having assumed this impious arid atheistical 
jtssertion^ that the Almighty brings more ^ beings 
mto the world than he prepares nourishment for ^ 
as an unquestionable truth, he next attempts to 
prove that it is so, and to ascertain the difierent 
ratios of the increase of population and faod^^ 
And upon this pretended proof he makes ano-*' 
fher assertion which he also aiSirms, is an incon-^ 
trovertible fact^ viz, that population increases iii 
duplicate or geometrical ratio^ and that tbi 
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fueans ff suhkrenci increasti omfyt in a. sm^it or 
aritbmitkal rath. 

Doe6 not he id this imeitied, tfttogsndy and* 
impiously presume to limit the |to\4er of tke 
Most High ? Is it not sftying expressly, hilhefta 
canst thou go^ hut no ^udiet 2 k k possible to 
tonceive that any man who bdieyed the Scrips 
tares to be dietateid by the Spirit of God^ and, g£ 
consequence, a record of un^piestidnable truth, 
could ever entertaiitsueh an kiipious seadfoent 2 
Are we not totd in the Scripturea, that whenr 
God created man upon the earth, he said unto* 
them, ^ Behold^ I have given you eyery herb 
^^ bearing seed^ v^^hich is upon the face ^ ail 
^' the earthy and every tt^e, ki vrhich: is the. 
^^ fruit of a tree yielding seed : to you it ^hall 
^* be ^r meatb And to every beast of the.eaith^ 
" and to every ftxwL of the air ;, and to evwjr 
^^ thing ihat creepeth upoa the eaiith^. wbereia 
^^ there ia life, I have given ev6ry green herb for 
^ meiBit?" A&ei? the wickedness of mankind^ 
had provoked' the Altoighty to destroy them>. 
together wkb the original eonstructiiMi^ of the 
earthy. ^^ God blessed Noah and his sons^ wid 
«< said unto them. Be* fruitful, and muk^plyt 
^ and replenish die earths And the fmr of you*^ 
^ «^d the dread of you^ shsdl be upon every 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



w 



91 



** beatf of tiie earth, wA upon ev^ry fowl of the 
♦* air, upon all that moveth uqpoa the i^arth, and 
•^ upoji all the fisbes of the s?a; iato your hand 
" are they delivered* Every moving thing that 
** Itveth shall be meat for you ; ^ven as( the 
^^ gree» herb have I given you all things/' 

W^ are told in the Scriptures, that when the 
Ataaigbty, in fulfilment of his promise to their 
fathei^, to Abraham, to I«aac, and to Jacob, de- 
livered his chosen people, the children of Israel, 
from the Egyptian bond^ige, and after he had 
conducted them in safety through the midst of 
the Red Sea, he fed them fiot the space of forty 
years in the wilderness with hr^ad from beofotn^ 
and gave them waHr out of tke flinty rocks. 
When the Almighty was graciously pleased to 
enter into a covenant isvith his people, he made 
a promiee unto them, saying, *' If ye walk in 
^ my statutes, and keep my commandments, 
*^ and do them; then I will give yqu rain in due 
" $e«on* and the land $hall yield her increase, 
« and the tree3 of the fi«Id shalJ yieW their fruit. 
** And your threshing ^htll reach unto the vin- 
"tage, and the vintage shall reach unto the 
** sowing time, ^d ye shall eat your bread to 
** the full, and dwell in your land safely. I will 
^ have retqpect umo you, and inake you fruitful;^ 
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f^ and multiply you, and establish my covenant 
** with' you. And ye shall eat old' store, and 
"bring forth the old because of the new." 
Lev. xxvi. 3, &c. 

When the same Almighty Being, for the pur- 
pose of exercising the faith and obedience of his 
^people, established the seventh year as a year of 
Test unto the land, he said, " But in the seventh 
*' year shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land, 
*' a Sabbath for the Lord : thou shalt neither 
*' sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.' An<^ 
if ye shall say, What shall we eat'th^ seventh 
year ? Behold, we shall not sow, nor gather 
in our increase: then I wilt command my 
" blessing upon you in the sixth yes^r, and it 
^* shall bring forth fruit for three years. And 
" ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of 
*' old fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits 
*' come in ye shall eat of the old store.'* Lev. 
XXV. 4. 20, 2r, 22. 

Moses, before his death, was commanded to 
make a new covenant with Israel in the land of 
Moab, to put them in nxind of all the mighty 
works which the Lord had wrought for their 
deliverance, in Egypt, ^t the Red Sea, and 
in the wilderness; and to say unto them, 
^* And I have led you forty .years in ' the 
^^ wilderness : your clothes are not waxen old 



Hi 



it 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 

** upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen old 
"upon thy foot. Ye have not eaten bread, 
** neither have you drunk, wine, or strong 
" drink : that ye might know that I am the 
"Lord your God.!* 

These; are the words ©f God himself. And 
what he then said to the children of Israel, he 
now says to all mankind : That be will command 
bis blessing upon all those who fear bim^ and 
keep bis commandments^ 

All those .who believe the word of God must 
feel sensibly the vanity, absurdity, and impiety 
of this pretended p^losopher, in this assertion 
which he makes respecting the increase of popu- 
lation and of food ; arid that he thereby endea- 
vours to. make God himself a liar. 

TTie pretended proofs which he brings for- 
ward in support of his assertion, that the in- 
crease of mankind upon the earth proceeds in a 
duplicate ratio, is well calculated to deceive su- 
perficial thinkers ; because it carries some sem- 
blance' of truth ; being taken from the reports 
and calculations of various authors. But his 
pretended ratio of the increase of food, is mere- 
ly a creature of his own disordered imagination; 
and it has not even the shadow of truth. If 
men would exercise that reason, and those fa- 
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icultbs iv^idL God has l^estorKFtd upon tbem, 
thej need onlf tx> coofiuk the gtnacral hislory of 
the world, or o£ this kingdom akooe, to discover 
cleaiiy tfcat has prelandedt ratH> of the. ino^ease 
of mankind is altogether unibuaded ^n trmh : 
aAid that the indoase of the pofmlatiGai of these 
kingdoms, for many centuries paat^ has beea 
nothing fike the ratio vAnck ke states. In that 
pavt of the contifient of America, which wa» 
formerly under the Britid^ domimon, the pppUi- 
latien has certianly lacreasedl "V^ith amazif^ ra- 
pidity; and prohahiy futiy equal to his ratio. 
But it must be obseryed, thut it appears to be 
the intention of the Alm^hty to people that 
^reat continent wUh a new racQ of men : i^ 
the population incrttasea in that pi^ortion 
which his supreme wisdoi^i sees to be most 
propec Th^ history of mankind also affords 
.'Sufficient proof, that the Ahni^hty has at att 
times provided abundant subsist^ence for all im 
creatures : and that this authpr^s assertioiiy ti^ 
nymkittd inertaxet upan the e^rth btyond the 
nourishment prepared for tbdm^ is an impiQu^ 
falsehood* 

This pretended philosopher conceiving, honvw 
ever, like Mr. Leslie, that he had estabHshed 
bis own precoi^d^ed opinion by thc^ nianifest 
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perversidm of tke truths he proceeds ispbn t!i»i 

false daeta v^iucli he hxB JE^oided to hi^mself^ t(» 

cak:ulate the increase of azknkihd) amd of foo^^ 

to tthe ceiid <£ the prespent cewtiuy^ Confining 

hid ^crfodlxdoii to this island^ lie says, ^^ And at 

** tine condusioQ -of the fast centorf, the popu- 

^* lati^&n 'frould be cue himdred and seventy siat 

*• xnlfilions, and the ineaais of subsistence only 

** equal to tbe support of fifty-five millions j leav- 

ing a populadon of a hundred and twenty one 

*' fnillicins totally unprovided Ion'* He says, 

** Taking:?; the vHtroJe earth instead of this island^ 

^ in two centuries the popidation would be to 

*^ the mea«n8 of subsistence as ii36 to 9 ; and in 

** three ceiitaries, as 4096 to IS. In this sup- 

** position no limits whatever are placed to the 

^^ produce af the earth. It may increase for 

«« ever in any assignable quantity ; yet still the 

" power of populatixm being in every period so 

*' much superior, the increase of the human 

^ species csai only be k^ dovsm to the level of 

^^ the means of subtnstence by the constant ope- 

•* ration of tbc strong luw ofntcessity^ acting as 

" a check nqpon the greater power." (See pages 

18, 14.) 

The absurdity of this statement is so exceed- 
ingly glaring, that he hiaiself seems to be sen- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M ■ 



96 

lible of it, and has found it .necesskry to assi^ 
some cause why this wonderful increase of man-r 
kind^ and this dreadful want of the meansi^of ; 
subsistence, with which he now wishes to alarm 
the inhabitants of this Idngdom, in order to. in- 
duce them to adopt his scheme Jhr the ficr/ida^ 
bility of man ^ did not occur in Britain many cen- 
turies ago. The causes which he assigns^ like 
Mr. Leslie's experiments, are a direct contradic- 
tion of his own speculative opinion; an^ con-^ 
tain the m()st direct proof that his assertion re- 
specting the increase of population, is ablsolutely 
false. These reasons which he gives why the 
population of the earth has not hitherto pro- 
ceeded in the ratio which he has statsed, afSDrds 
also incontrovertible evidence of the power, wis-* 
dom, and goodness of God, in keeping the po- 
pulation of the earth, and the means of subtsis- 
tencet, at all times, in an exact equality to eaclr 
other. ^ : 

In the passage before quoted, we still perceive 
the atheistical sentiments of this learned author. < 
He calls the overrruKng providence of God, the 
strong law of necessity ;^xid: this law of necdisityy 
he says, acts as a check upon the greater power^ 
This greater power he afterwards terms, the 
principle of population. , 
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Tri the beginning of the second chapter, this 
learned author states the different checks which 
Vii principle of necessity is continualljr opposing 
to the pdwer of ^^ principle bf population ^ which, 
he says, hav« been constantly operating since the 
.very commehcement of society in every quarter 
of the globe, and which have hitherto kept it 
down to the level of the means of subsistence. 

Mb says, " These checks to population, which 
f^ are constantly operating with more or lesS 
'* force in every society, and keep down the 
** number to the level of the means of subsist- 
" ence, niay be classed under two general heads, 
•* the preventative and the positive checks. 

^ The preventative check," he says, ** consists 
^ in the abstinence from marriage in the early 
** part of life, from the fear of sufiering want 
" and misery in the more advanced period of 
«^it.V 

This abstinenxje from marriage being his great 
Cardinal virtue, and the most indispensable moral 
duty incumbent upon man ; he dignifies it with. 
thetitle'of moral restraint. H'e then goes on, 
•ihdsiys, 

** The positive checks to population are ex>- 
•*tremely various, and include every cause, 
** whether arising from vice or misery, whicK'^ 

O 
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^ in any degree ^ontri3)Utea to sliCfteft tbe iiaEtti-- 
^ ral duration of human U£ev Upder dns lie^ 
^* therefore may be €[miia»erated al) unWhole*' 
^^ some occupations^ severe kbovt^ ak4 exposure 
^^ to the seasons^ extreme poverty, bad nursing 
^^ of children, great tow$k9, ^scceaaes ei lUI ldnd% 
^ the whole train oi cpmifton di^easeaaiad ei>9^ 
^^ demies^ virars| plague, aiftd f^^c^/^ 

Tliis learned autbplr Hi 1^1^ f^^^aage^ last 
quoted, has, like Mn Lesli^^ uttered the truth^ 
without perceitiijig that this trttth is a ' flat cOil^ 
tra^ction of that speculative opinion which ht 
uttered in the beginning of thie fiijst chaptw of 
his book before quoted. For in that chiqptet 
he states it as a positive unquestionable &ct, 
tbat tie increase of mauUnd upon Ibe tarfb ^oes 
VH in a di^Bcate tcHq^ and that H>c means lifjuh^ 
sistence increases imly in a simpk'or ufitbihetkid 
ratio. But in the second chapter, and iti the 
passages last quoted, he says as posittVely, that 
^hat he terms the checks i(f popni^iion^ bave 
hitherto^ and in every kingdmt of the tartbj kefd 
dawn the population to the kvtltf the means tf 
subsistence. Or, in other words, thaf the inh 
crease eftnaniind upon the earthy and the tn^ufish^ 
ment prepared for tbem^ have heim mlwi^t tqMl 
to one anotheri / ' 
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He.tKML fvtoceeds to state tfee maimer in 
SR^eh tbese checks have hitherto operated to 
oppose Ae prmciple of populatJon in every Idng- 
dom of ^M earth. And this statement occupies 
Ae whole of his first volume, except the two 
first chsqpters. -* 

But are. not afl these things which this learn* 
td gentleman terms pontht cbtcis to the prin^ 
ciph of population^ the wotfcs of a supreme and 
all-wise Providence? Were not all those evils 
which xnankind now suffer, introduced into the 
world hjr Adr transgression of the law of God ? 
Was it not for this caus^ that man was doomed 
to suffer psanj^ sickness, and death ? ^ Dust thou 
^ art, and unto dust shalt £hou return/* 

Was it not for the transgression dF man that 
l^e earth was accurttd^^vA that man was doom* 
ed to earn his bread ^uoith the sweat of his brow? 
Was it not on account of the extreme wicked- 
ness of mankind, tn the days of Noah, that the 
oaginal conformation of the earth was destroy- 
ed, and ludl, rain, snow, tempestuous winds, 
diunder, lightning, and earthquakes, were there** 
by introduced into the world? 

But it has been already observed, that the es^ 

. ^tence of God. as the supreme governor of the 

world, ma^f^ no part of this learned gentleman's 
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philosophy. He b^ . it , is true^ perpetually re- 
peating the term laws of nature^ but he never 
mentions the God of nature, as the Being by, 
whose supreme power and wisdom these laws, 
were established* It will ^owever be found in 
the course of the proposed Inquiry into die 0|i- 
gin of Government and Law, that diere is but 
one law for the regulation of the government^, 
both of the natural and moral world, and that 
this one law is the supreme will ofGod^ 

It is the declared will of God, that mankind- 
shall increase and multiply upon the earthy and that, 
for this very purpose he created them tfiale ami 
Jimale. l^ot this pyrpose he instituted tjgiat so^.' 
lemn^and indissoluble union of m^n and \yoman, 
which we call marriage, and sai^^ " Therefore 
V shall a man leave his father and his mother^. 
^ and cleave unto bis wife, and they shall - be 
*.* one fleshy'* But the great, I may s^y the sole 
object of Mr. Malthus's boojc, is to ipake man- 
kind believe, that if they continue to obey this, 
revealed will of God, they will brjng certain^ 
misery upon themselves, and transgress tbc. 
great laws of nature. This is certainly a clear 
^ proof that this learned author does not believe 
ia the e:5^istence of that supreme Being by whom 
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all things vrere made, and that he is the authc* 
of Nature's Law. , *^' 

The. professed -object of the first chapter of *" 
Ms fourth book, is to persuade mankind to ab- 
stain from marriage in ^he early part of life, in 
direct opposition to the revealed will of God; 

This abstinence from marriage, he says, is a ' 
moral duty incumbent upon all men, for the 
general benefit of society, and the only means 
of preventing that vice arid misery which have 
hitherto prevailed in. the world. He here terms 
this voluntary abstinence from marriage, Moral 
restraint. ^ » 

In the beginning of the chapter before alluded 
to, which is entitled, Off^orMl restraint y and our 
obligation to practise ibis virtue^ he says, ' 

*J A5 it appears, that in the actual state of 
** every society which has come under our re- 
** view, the natural progress of population has 
** been constantly and powerfully che^^ked x and 
^ as it seems eviden|, that no. improved form of 
** government, no plans of emigration, and no 
** benevolent institutipns, no degree or .direction 
** of national industry, can prevent the continual 
" action of a great check to population in some 
"form or other j it follows^ that we must submit 
"to it as an inevitable law of nature y and 
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^tt^ofiif^^^itfihtit retrnvM is, how k ftiaf 
** take place with the least possible prejudice to 
^* the virtue Eiid happiness C3f humaft society. 
^ AH the immediate checks to population, whicll 
^ havt been observed to prevail in the samte 
^ atid different <rountries, s6em to be resolvabte 
^* into moral restraittt, vice, and misery; and if 
** oiir choice be cdtifined to these three, we can- 
'•not long hesitate in our decision, respectifig 
** which it would be most eligible to encourage/* 
■ ' '^ In the first editioti t>F this essay, I;obsert^ed, 
'^ that as from the iait;s of natutt it appeared^ 
** that some check to population must exist, it 
** was better that this^ t:heck should ariise from 
'^* a foresight ^ of ihfe dlfficukies attending a 
" family, and the -fear of dependant poverty^ 
*^ than fkjin the Actual presence irf" want and 
^ "si^ness. This idea will admit off being pur- 
** sued ftirthei*vand I am inclined to think, that, 
^' from tife ptevaifing opinion respectinrg popu- 
** lation, which undoubtedly originated in tar- 
** barous ages, iiiid has beem continued and cir- 
"oilated hy that part of tvery cottfmunity 
** whteh iflay he supposed to be interested in 
^' theit support, we have been prevented from 
** attending to the clear ^ctates of reason and 
nature on this subject. 
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"Natural and mtHral evil seem to bii^.the iii» 
^* dtrumefit$ employed by tb« Deity in adrno^ 
«• nishing w to avoid any mo4e of couditct 
*♦ which id tfot suited to oi}r b^ingi 4nd.wiU 
" consequently injure our happiueas. If we be 
^ intemperate in eatiag adtd drinking* we are 
•• disordered} if we indulge the transports of 
^^ anger, we seldom fail to commit acts »of which 
** yre afterwards repent; if we multiply too fast^ 
we die miserably of poverty aad oontagioua 
diseases. The /avfs of natUri^ in all these 
cases are similir and uniform* They indicate 
*• x,o us, (hat we have followed these impulses 
^ too far, so as to trench upon some other law 
which equally demands atteiQition4 The un^ 
easiness we feel from r^letion, the injuries 
* we inflict oft otfrselyw or others in anger^ 
^^ and the inconveniencies we suffer on die ^ 
^ proach of j[K>verity, are all admonitions to w 
^* to regulate the^e impulsed better; and If 
^ we had not this, admonition^ we justly incur 
** the peaalty of our disbbedience^ and our suf*- 
** ferin^ c^rat* aa « wkroljag to others. '' 

Thii speech, ;itid paHiculkriy the last part of 
it^ tonsists precisely of the same mixture of 
truth and ialsiehobd, as that which the aiuthdt 
j^ all evii^ and the ori^aMl iovenixir of thaa iklse 
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coristriictlott of language, made use of to deceive 
our mother Eve, in order that he mig^t there- 
by seduce her to ditobey the commandment o£.^ 
God. Knowing the general bdief of manldnd 
respecting the existence of God as the Supreme 
Governor of the world, they4>oth of them make 
use of his name to inforce their reasoning, for 
the purpose of overturning his government ; in 
order that they themselves may be thereby 
enabled to prescribe laws to mankind for the 
regulation of their conduct. 

The devil, when he made his assault upon 
Eve, first put an insidious question to her, say- 
ing, " Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of 
** every tree of the garden?" Having by this 
means draWn from her a relation of the situa- 
tion in which they were placed, and a know- 
ledge of the commandment which God had re- 
quired them to observe, as the simple test of 
their faith and obedience ; he then assails her 
'With a positive lie, and said, in direct contra- 
diction to the express declaration of God, " Ye 
" shall. not surely die." To diis manifest lie, 
he subjoins a species of truth, and calls God 
himself to witness th^ it is true. He said, 
" For God doth know, that in the day ye eat 
^^ thereof^ then your eyes shall be ope^:^ ; and 
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** ye shall be 2ks gods, knowing good and evil.'*' 
Mn MaJtku$ openly declares, that the^sole qh^ 
ject of all the reasoning which he makes use of 
in this chaptqr^ is, to convince us, that it is ^ du** 
ty inQUxnbeot upon us to abstain from marriage m ' 
*fe early part of life ; and this, we know, Is like 
the lie which the devil uttered to Eve, expressly 
contrary to. the revealed will of God, In sup- 
port of this manifest lie, he then utters some 
plausible truths^ and/ like the devil, be calls up^ 
on God to witness that they are so/ He says^ 
If Tjue ire intemperate in eating and drinking^ we 
are {fij ordered^; if we indulge the transports of 
angery we seldom fail to commit acts of which we 
afier'wards repent. These, we know, are un«- 
questionable truths ; but we know also, that the 
unrestrained indulgence of the insatiable appe- 
tites and unruly passions of our natural minds, 
is expressly forbidden- in the law of God. 
When we, by the unrestrained indulgence of 
these cajrnal appetites and unruly passions, are 
led to ixansgress the righteous law of God, he 
theci makes oul: own backslidings to correct us, 
by leaving us foi? a time to reap the bitter fruits 
^our own doings, ftor the purposip of leading 
us back unto the paths of righteousness, by the 
«pecimea$al knowledge of those eyUs whiclh 
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invariably spring from every transgression of 
of his commandments'; for the purpose of con- 
vincing us, that his ways only are the ways of 
pleasantness, and that we can only enjoy those 
blessings which he is pleased to bestow upon us, 
by using them in that way which he himself 
has prescribed. But to these well knowa 
truths he subjoins, If we multiply too fast^ we 
die miserably of poverty and contagiom diseases^ 
This, we know, is, like the assertion which the 
devil made to Eve, a daring and impious false- 
hood* For we know, that the multiplication of 
children is one of the chief temporal blessings 
which the Almighty has promised to bestow 
upon mankind, in those covenants which he 
has been graciously pleased to make with them* 
He promised this blessing to Abraham in the 
covenant he made with him in Bethel, saying, 
^^ I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth : 
^^ so that if a man can number the dust of the 
**.e^rth, then shall thy seed also be numbered." 
The same blessing is promised to Abraham's 
seed in the covenant which the Lord made with 
them in Horeb : in which he says, ** I will 
*' have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, 
" and multiply you, and establish my covenant 
^ with you/' But it must, he observed,, jhat 
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this and all the other blessings contained in this 
covenant are only promised by the Almighty, 
upon the condition of perfect obedience to all 
his commandments. We are expressly com-? . 
manded to train up our children in the know-? 
ledge and fear of God. If we obey this com- 
mandment, we thereby become entitled to the 
blessing of God upon our children* The number 
of our children will be thereby rendered a bles- 
sings not only to ourselves, but also to the society 
in which they live. They will then become the 
support, the solace, and comfort of our old age; 
and we can then leave this world with the 
comfortable and happy reflection, that we have 
'feithfuUy discharged our duty to the best of pur 
ability ; and that we leave a virtuous offspring 
behind us, to be our representatives upon the 
earth. But if we neglect this important duty, 
we thereby transgress the commandment of 
God, and this blessing is thereby converted into 
the most afflicting of all earthly curses. By 
living habitually in a state of rebellion against 
God, they naturally become rebellious against 
ourselves. By their disorderly conduct, they 
become a pest to the society in which they live, 
and cover us with shame and disgrace ; and ne- 
ver fail, at last, to bring down our grey haii;fit 
with sorrow to the grave. 
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Mr. Malthus concemng^ Hke' Mr. Leslie, ^t 
he had by this mixture of truth and fatehood 
blinded our ^es, and thereby estaJblsdved his 
own absurd speculative opinion respecting the 
evils ^vhich, he says, -must necessarily ensu;$ 
from the. power of that imaginary being, the 
principle of population^ if proper mejftus are not 
tj^meouely used to check it ; proceeds to inforce 
upon us the indispensable obligation we all li« 
tinder to practise that ridiculous virtue, which 
he terms moral rettrainty or abstinence from 
marriage, as the only means !by which that 
imaginary dreadful evil, which his iown disord- 
ered mind has created, can be avoided. 

The whole of the reasoning which this learn- 
ed author makes use of in thi^ -chapter, to con- 
vince us of the obligation we lie under to prac- 
tise this pretended virtue of moral restraint^ con-^ 
«ists 6f the same mixture of truth and falsehood, 
as the specimens which have been already :given; 
and his system of morality >is perfectly conform- 
able to his system of theology. Of his molality 
I shall give two or three exampliK. 

For the purpose of persuading us to practise 
this pretended virtue of moral restrainty and Btill 
insisting that the too great increase of inhabitants 
is the real cause of contagious diseases, he s^vs^^ 
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La the history o£ sveiy epidemic^ it has 
5' almost iavambiy been observed, itibdt the 
** lower classes of ipeopley whose food was poor 
** tand iasufficient, and:>wh)6 .listed crowidedrtoge- 
•' tber in small and dirt jr liouses, were the prin- 
** cipal Tictims, In what other manner can na- 
*' tuce point out to us, that if we. incrpase too 
" fast Ibr the loeans of subsistence, so as to r^n- 
:** der it i^cessary.for a considerable part of the 
^^ society to lire in this miserable manner^ we 
** ha^e offien;ded against one of Aer laws. This 
*' law she has declared exactly in th^ same man- 
^* ncr as she declares, that intemperance in eat- 
** ing and i diyinldng will be foilojwred by ill 
*^ health, and thatiiowever grateful it, may be to 
" us at the moment to indulge these passions 
"• to excess, this induigenee widl ultimately pro- 
'^^ duce unhappiness. It is as much a law of 
"nature, that repletion is bad for the human 
^^ frame, as that ^eating and drinking, unattended 
'^ wkh this con^fequence, is gapd for it." 

" An implicit obedience to the impulses of 
"oar natural passions would lead u? into the 
^' wildest and most fatal extravagancies ; and 

yet we diave the strongest reason for believing 
" that. ail ithese passions are so necessary for our 



■sc 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



110 

** being, they could not be generally weakened 
*' or diminished, without injuring our happiness. 
«< We are all conscious of the inestimable be- 
** nefits that we derive from these desires, when 
** directed in a certain manner ; but we are 
" equally conscious of the evils resulting from 
" them, when not directed in this manner ; so 
*' much so, that society has taken upon itself 
** to punish most severely what it considers as 
** an irregular gratification of them. And yet 
*' the desires in both cases are equally natural, 
** and, abstractedly considered, equally virtuous. 
" The act of the hungry man, who satisfies his 
*' appetite by taking a loaf firom the shelf of 
^^ another, is in no respect to be distinguished 
" from the act of him who does the same thing 
^* with a loaf of his own, but by its conse- 
** quences. From the consideration of these 
^' consequences, we feel the most perfect convic- 
" tion, that if people were not prevented from 
" gratifying their natural desires with the loaves 
"in the possession of others, the number of 
" loaves would universally diminish. This ex- 
*' perience is the foundation of the laws relating 
** to property, and of the distinctions of virtue 
^* and vice, in the gratification of desires, other- 
** wise perfectly the same.'* Vol. II. p. 305^ 
306, 307, and 308. 
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In this passage we have a very clear delinea-* 
tion of this gentleman's religious and moral sen*- 
timents. We see very clearly that he does not 
believe in the elcistence of that Almighty Being 
who is the Supreme Governor of the world, aa 
the author of what he terms iheJaws of nature. 
W^ must therefore suppose that these laws have 
been established by some one or other of hi» 
imaginary /r/^ia^/^/ ; and as he speaks of the 
author of these laws as a female divinity^ she 
can be no other than his goddess Prudehce^ the 
daughter of his great goddess Necessity. But as 
this gentleman has not favoured us with a com- 
plete system of his new. theology, and of the 
geneology of his gods, and godes$es^: we are 
left entirely to conjecture respecting their con- 
nection with each other. We find, however, 
froQi the very short description which he gives 
us of them^ that they are like the heathen gods 
and goddesses, perpetually quarrelling and op- 
posing each other's will. 

It .was before. observed, that Mr. Malthus's 
morality is perfectly suited to his system of divp- 
nity. As his gods and godeiises, make no pro- 
mises to mankind of a futuie state Qf existence, 
where they are to be rewarded for their obe- 
dience, and punished for their disobedience j his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



112: 

^stem oT morality is also confiaed to the: ()4:e- 
sent state o£exidtetic0;.andrheinake8tbe hoppi« 
ness of man to consist entirely in. the gradfica^ 
tion of their sensual appetites^. He says^ ^ The 
^ gratification of all our passkzms iuiits immediate 
^^ effect b happin;e$s^ notmi^ery; and in.indiyl-< 
^ dual instances the remote consequences (ai 
^ least in this life) come und'^^r th® same deno4 
•* minatioii/' (See Note, page 21, v©L 1^) 
Tbis^ I believe, is^ the only instance to; be found 
in 'his book in whi<^ hie takes notice of the 
probability of a futdte statie of existence; And 
the manner in whkh he introduces ^it^ ^ews^ 
clearly that he is either doubtful of Uie ^ct^ 
or ha;S made this alkisioh in compliaBce mth 
the previailing opinion an:d vulgar prejudices 
of mankind; As an e»unple of those/ insteiisces 
where the remote conse^emces of the senaual 
gratification- of <2)ur passiofis, as: v^eU- as: the imr 
me^ate eil^cts^ produce happin^s, he subjoins, 
in the same note, ^^ I have Hctle doubt tha{ tisere 
*^have been smne &i?egulap connections .with^ 
^ women, which have added to the l^^piness 
*• of both parties, and have injured' no Qne#'* 

This is a plain dieckratSon- ^hat this id»ned 
imthoiF h^lds-tbe righteous^ la w^ of God in deri* 
tkon. When God created man m^e aiDid lemab^ 
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lie Instituted marriage as the means by which 
his will, in the multiplication of mankind upon 
the earth, is to be fulfilled before the end of 
time: and he commanded them, saying, ** Thou 
•• shalt not commit adultery.'' It will appear 
from oiir inquiry into the origin of moral go- 
vernment, that, by this union of the sexes as 
man and wife, God established that system of 
government, consisting of a free and willing sub- 
ordination of inferiors to their superiors,' which 
he then ordained to be the government of man 
upon earth ; and which he has given us reason 
to believe will exist among ""righteous men to 
all eternity. ' 

But even supposing the opinions of these 
atheistical philosophers to be well founded, and 
that the Scriptures are merely a cunningly devised 
fable^ does the woman who is seduced into such 
an iihregular connection with man, suffer no in- 
jury ? Is she not thereby banished from the so- 
ciety of her friends, and from the society of all 
the virtuous part of her own sex, and brought 
under disgrace and' contempt? Do her parents, 
her brothers, and sisters, and the whole of 
Ijer near connections, suffer no injury from the 
^ef and vexation which they must necessarily 
.Buffer, when they see their daughter, theb sisteijj^ 
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pr their near relation, brought into such a $tat« 
cf disgrace ? Do the children who spring from 
such an irregular connection, suffer no injur 
ry ? are they np^ thereby excluded from inhe^ 
litifig the possession of their father, if he should 
die without making any provision for them ? 
and are they not thereby sul^jected to the in?*' 
8ult& of the rest of mankind ? 

But this learned gentlemdn^s system of mora-* 
lity, is, like his laws ofnatun^ and the whole of 
his book, a complete system of contradictions* 
He tells us in the note last quoted, that the 
happiness of man consists in the grutificatioh of 
all bis natural pafsions. He tells ps in the pas- 
Mge quoted before, page 306, that %v€ have the 
strongest reason for believing thht all these pafsi^ris 
are so necefsary for our beings that tbey would 
not be generally weakened or dimnisbed without 
Injuring our bq^inefsw And y^, in the sim^ 
passage be requites us to mortify and regulate 
these passicms* He tells us, if we do not regu^ 
late and restrain them, we are guilty of a trans** 
gression against the laws of nature ; and that the 
l^uthors of these kws, will^ iii consequ^ce, pu^* 
ntsh us fot these ^risiies. He says, Jf we h 
intemperaie in eating and drinking^ wt JhaU it 
disordered i if we indulge the tr^m^oiris^ ^ngt^F^ 
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4o€jball fddm fdl to commit acts of which twr 
shall aflcrwards repent; and if we indulge that 
passtofi which prompts and impellsi us to propa- 
ne our spMies, and tkultiply too fajty i»e Jball 
Se miftrably of poverty and contagious difeafes. 

He saysy ^ Afte^r tUe desire of food, the most 
♦^ powedul and general of our desires is th€r 
^ passioa between the sexes, taken in an en« 
^ larked sense* Of tibe happiness spread over 
^ human life by thi^ passion,* very few are un^ 
** conscious. Virtuous Ipve, exalted by friend-^ 
^ ship, seecos to be that sort of mixture of sen<- 
^ sual and intellectud enjoyment, particiilarly 
^ suited to the nature qf man, arid most power-, 
^ fully calculated to awaken' the sympathies c^ 
^^ the ^ul, atid produce the most exquisite gra« 
•^ tifications;" (See vol. f; pages 308 and' 309,)' 
Y^, notwitbfttanding of the true description 
whkb he here gives us of the happiness result^ 
ing from contmbial love^ which he paitits ia 
such glowing colours ; ' notwithstanding^ that he 
told us in the passage before quoted, that the 
chief bappinefs of inan conjifis in thi gratification 
if all bis natural pafsions; notwithstanding that 
Be told Us before, that thefe natural paf dons are 
y& necefsary for our beings that they cannot be ge* 
atraUy weakened or diminift>ed mtbout injuring 
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wr happinefs; and notwithstanding that God 
himself does not only not forbid, but expressly 
commands us, to gratify our desires in the enjoy- 
ment of those exalted pleasures which spring 
from connubial love, because he saw that it was 
not good' for man to be ahne; yet the whole of 
the firdt^ chapter of his fourth book is employed' :» 
in persuading us, that it b an indispensable duty 
incumbent upon us to restrain this most delights 
ful of all our passions, and to abstain from 
marriage in the early part of life. 

Every good man must have felt the exquisite 
enjoyment which springs from the god-like vir- 
tue of doing good } by relieving the wants, and 
contributing to the happine^, of the rest of our 
fellow-creatures; and yets thi» learned gentleman 
employs a whole chapter to convince us, that 
we are kid under an indispensable obligation to 
restrain th^ delightful sensations whi^k'/spring 
from a consciousness pf doing good} and to re- 
gulate cur charity by the cold and frigid rules 
oi\m goddess Prudence. 

These are only a few of the specimens which 
might have been given of his contradictory sys- 
tem of cold and spiritless morality. And they 
are, at the same time, striking examples of the 
false construction of his language, aad of hi^ 
gross perversion of the natural use of it* 
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' But it is not enough to shbw, that hi? ^ys^env 
of morality, M contradictory, and altogether 
false ; we must also show, that it ha^ a, direct 
tendency to destroy the peace and good order of 
spciety. • 

It was before.observed^ that this learned author 
has taken great pains, in the beginning, of his 
book, to eradicate from the minds of men the 
fear of God, the belief of his existence as the 
Supreme Governor of the world, and the belief 
in a future state of existence, where they will 
be rewarded or {finished conformable to their 
obedience or disobedience of his law. Supposing 
this pretended enligbtencd pbUantbropist to have 
fully accomplished his object, and tQ have era- 
dicated the. fear of Go4 and of a future state of 
retribution from the minds of men, i^ it riot ob- 
vious, th^t mankind in this st;ate of unbelief Jn 
the existence of God^ and of a future state of 
existence, would be more unwise and absurdly 
.foolish than the beasts of the tield, if they did 
QQt indulge themselves in the gratification of all 
the sensual appetites and passions of their natu- 
ral minds, during the short period of their exist- 
ence^ without restraint I Remove the fear of ' 
God, and the fear pf a future state of retribution 
^tXK the nund» of men, and .what is there tor 
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Restrain them from committing the mbi^ gross 
iicts of injustice, fraud, and cruelty ? Yesj-^Alr. 
Malchus says, 

Reafon and the laws offociety will rtfirdn 
thenu Reason teaches them, that it is unjo^ to 
Irob, <h: steal any part of their neighbour's 
goods, or to do him any other kind of injury ; 
and the laws of society will |>umsh him if he 
commits any of these crimes* But we must re« 
tnind him, that he has made thetn renounce the 
exercise of their own rational faciAties in the 
very first instance, together with their belief ia 
the existence of a Supreme Being, as the Supreme 
Governor of the world. And, consequ^itly^ 
haying renounced the exercise of these rational 
faculties, it is obvious, that they are thereby re- 
duced precisely t6 a level with the beasts of the 
field, whose reason teaches them, that it is their 
duty to gratify all their natiural appetites and* 
passions, and to employ force, when force is ne« 
cessary for that purpose* But it is perhaps a 
part of Mr. Malthus's plan, after he has made, 
mankind renounce the exercise of thode rational 
faculties which the Creator has bestowed upon. 
them, to return them back as a compliment, $uch 
a portion of reiason as Will exalt them a little 
higher than the beasts of the fields and enst^. 
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l^m ISO r^sgulate their coaduct fi£:e good mem^ 
bers of society. His system of morsdity is not^ 
hioweyet, much calculated to enforce the exercise 
of this virtue upon their mimJs; He says^ in 
the passage before quoted, that The act of tbt 
hungry man who fatisfi'es his aj^etitc by taking a - 
hdf from the Jbilf of another^ is in no rejpect to 
be difiingmjhed fr^m the act of him who does the 
fame thing "with a loaf of his own^ but by its confer . 
quences. He tells them in the sentence imme^ 
diately preceding, that the desires of the man 
who satisfies his hunger with a loaf taken irovi 
his ovfn shelf, and the man who does the same 
thing with a loaf which he takes from his neigh- 
bour's she^, are both Equally natural^ andy ab^ 
fractfy €onJideredy equally virtuous. The only 
crim^e which the man commits who takes the 
loaf from his neighbour's shelf, in place of his 
dwn, consisis in the consequences which thfe 
practice would produce* H« says. If people 
iiuere not prevented from gratifying their natural 
defires with the loaves in the pojfeffiun of others^ 
the number of loaves would univerfally diminifh. 
Knowing from experience^ that this would be 
the natural consequence, this experience^ he says. 
Is the foundation of the laws relating to property ^ 
md ^f the dijlinctions of virtue and vise^ in the 
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gtatificahon o/dejires^ otberunfe perfectly the fame ^ 
Is not this another plain and unequivocal proof 
^at this learned author holds the law of God in 
iderision which says, '* Thou shalt not steal ?" and 
who has expressly declared, that all those that 
are guihy of this crime, who do not repent and 
make restitution, fball in no wife enter into the 
kingdom of God. Having thus destroyed the 
fear of God, as the Supreme Governor of the 
world in the minds of men, and thereby infused 
into them a belief, that these laws by which the 
inhaUtants of these kingdoms are required to 
regulate their conduct, are the mere arbitrary 
will of those men who enacted them ; he there- 
by strips these laws of all power over their minds. 
They are no longer the laws of reason, but of 
force, and it is by force only that they can be 
carried into execution. But where is this force 
to be found ? That part of every society which 
is required to yield obedience to these laws is 
much more numerous, and consequently much 
more powerful, than those by whom they were 
enacted. Having eradicated the fear of God ^ 
and the dread of a future state of retribution 
from their minds ; having told them that the 
principal cause of their misery, is the unequal 
dijiribution of the bounties of nature ; having told 
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tKem, tbut^fhe whole of their bap'^tttefs conjiftt 
in the grattficatioH of all their appetites and pas^- 
sions^ atnd that ihefe cannot be we'akene'i or dimi^ 
nijbed without injuring their happinefs ; having 
told them, that it iV equally as virtuous ^ to take a 
loaf from their neighbour s Jbelf or any other 
part of bis prdperty^ for the gratification of their 
dejirety as to labour for a loaf of their own ; and * 
having told them, that the laws offociety enacted 
by the legiflature of thefe kingdoms^ are exprefsly 
dejignedta r^aih them from gratifying their na-^ 
tural dejires^ and confequently injure their happi^ 
nefs : or as another learned and very celebrated 
author has told them, that thefe laws were enact-- 
ed to protect the property of the rich i^ from the 
afsaukt of the poor. Must not all the Ibwer or- 
^rs of mankind, who labour fcwr their bread and 
earn it with the sweat of their brow, who have 
been reduced by these atheistical doctrines, to 
thi^ state of mental darkness respecting the true 
happiness of man, necessarily-feel {hese laws rela- 
tirig to property,' which prevents them from' ap- 
propriating the possessions of the rich to the 
gratification -of their nalufal appetites, in which 
their whole happiness consists, to be grievous 
aad oppressive ? And woiild not they, in this 
li^ate of mentatdarkness, as naturally unite them:* 

R 
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selves to^etjier under tho^e deq^r^ic; athe^ 
istical leaders^ who had infu^d these wip|^e4. 
sentiments into their xxxind^ as they di() ii\ 
Franpe^ fpr the purpose of ajbpli^hhjg these Uyfrs^ 
^nd overturning the gover^m^nl: vrhich ei^ct«dt 
thcRi ? 9j\d if they did ^o^ wh^r^ w the powci? 
yptjn earth that cpuid oppose them ? ThfSf? 
laws being abpUshcd* ?^Qd the govermn^t Q^m:r, 
tam^ij would not thew ^gdoms be imijaiei4l^ 
^tely filled with the ma^ -v^iolence and er^slty 
thftt Iprance was by the saine miea^s? Feeing aft 
the horrors of this demoxrr^tic r^n, wou^d v^%, 
the more thinking part of the p^qpJe be gh^d, 
like th^ people in Fr?ui<:e, tp how their Qe$^» 
^nd r@c?^^6 the yoke of any ^dividual ah^oJutft 
tyrant, whp was ;^ble to. protect their persons^ 
and property, from the rage of an Sflluid^teA 
Wob? 

I appeal tQ every thinking m^p, if these a^the^ 
istical doct^inea that Mr. M^lthuS: has published 
in t;his bopfc which have been already quoted, 
have ]?tot a direct tendency to pro4u^ these 
dreadful effects I 

The liberty of the press l^aa^, by thie W^cy of 
Providence^ beep preserved in thef e kingdoms } 
and it has become one of the chieC iastfys^ents 
in his haj^9 for the pro|ectiog, o| l^it^h ^kv^i 
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niaakilxi. 6ut nether th^ law of Godi nor the 
kws of this feingdohij will permit aiiy mah to 
^buae this liberty of the prfesd, and eniploy it to 
tb6 injury of othet men. We know that the 
Biehefit of these jUst and eqtiitable laws, have 
been frequently extended to the inhabitants of 
fof ieigti Miigdoms. We have seen a person pu* 
rtisbed in this kingdom for publishing a libel 
against the fiM ihagistrate of a neighbouring 
kingdom, for the purpose of persuading his 
subjects to rise upi in rebellion against him, and 
overturn his government, although the person 
igiunst whom this libel wsiS published, is uni- 
versally acknowledged to be the most crueland 
blcrod-ithirsty tyrant presently existing upon the 
feice of the eir th. 

Seeing that men are punishable for publishing 
4 Rbet in this kingdom against a IForeign tyrant^ 
aftd fot endeaV6tific[g to overturn his govern-^ 
ment j and seeing such im][>ious publications as 
this is issuing from the pf ess with impunity, it 
might be asked, I* there no* law in this kingdom 
for punishing k tddnt for publishing a Hbel against 
the Almighty himself, and fot endeavouring to se- 
duce all the rest of ttfectikind to join with him, for 
l!ie piflpose of overturning hh government ? It 
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is, hawever, believed, that there is at present 'no. 
law. for the punishment* of those ¥?ho are guil- 
ty of this: crime* And it is perhaps right 
t,hat there is not; for the Almighty hioiseLf 
seems. to be alon^ competent to punish those 
wicked men, who thus daringly contemn his 
supremcf authority. . But if it is improper to 
punish men for their disbelief in « the existence 
of the Supreme Being, and for contemning his 
authority, is it not as improper, and exceedingly, 
dangerous to the society, to permit such men to 
become public teachers of yputh ? Has not this 
imprudent indulgence a direct tendency to de- 
stroy the welfare and happiness of the rising 

generation? ,..,... 

. The rest of this impious book would afford 
abundance of subjects for severe reprehension ; 
but it would only be a repetition of these im- 
pious sentiments and contradictory language 
which have. been already the subject of oiu: ani-^ 
inadversion. . I ^hall therefore only add pne or 
two other observations. . -• - 

Mr. Malthus having set out in the be^nning 
of his book, with an assertion, that the principle 
qf population, was the chief cause of that vice 
and misery, . and of that unequal distribution of 
tke bounties of nature^ which at present prevail^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



12$ 

in the world, he proposed, in the first edition of 
his book, to remove these evils, by persuading 
^ose who have the means of purchasing the 
labour of others, to witbboU that purchase^ 
for the purpose, it is supposed, of starving one 
Ijialf of the labouring part of mankind to death, 
in order to promote the happiness of those whd 
survived, or else to deter them from marrying, 
and multiplying too fast. It would seem, how- 
ever, that some of his friends, who possessed 
more common sense than himself, have shown 
him the extreme folly and danger of such an 
absurd experiment. They may, perhaps, have 
represented to him, th?it this part of mankind, 
whom he thus proposed to deprive of the means 
of subsistence, might not be altogether disposed 
to submit peaceably to such a privation ; . and 
since he has told them that it is equally as virtue- 
Otis to take tb^e loaves necefsary for the fubjiftence 
0f tbemfelves and tbeir families^ fi'om another 
mansjbelfy as from tbeir own; they might « per- 
haps descover th^t, by taking the loaves from 
the shelf of those riclj men, who had refused 
to purchase their labour, they could save them- 
selves the fatigue and. trouble . of labouring fox 
their bread. Be this ai$ it may, he has in \ s 
thir4 edition, le(t out this wild project altogt. u . 
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But he substitutes another which is equally as 
wild, irrationable, and impracticable. He says, 
^' If we be really serious in what seems tb be thfe 
^ object of general research, the mode of esseib* 
** tially and permanently bettefring the condition 
** of the poor, we must explain to them the true 
" nature of their situation, and shew them that 
" the withholding the stipplies of labour, is th6 
" otxiy possible way of raising its price, and that 
^* tbey themselves being the pcJssessors of this 
" commodity, haive alone the power to do ttris;'* 
(VoL 2, Pages 246 and 347.) In the first 
scheme those who hare occasion to purchase 
the labour &f others, are desired to withold that 
purchaser This we carl easily perceive Would 
have the efiect by diminishing the demand for 
labour,, of diminishing its price dso; and this di^ 
mimition of the price of labour, lie fells us in the 
first edition of hisbook^ would deter the labour-^ 
ing part of the community from matryihg and 
multiplying too fast. In this improved scheine, 
he recommends it to the labouring part of the 
comnmnifty, to enter into it gerieral combination,- 
and withold their labour from those who wish to 
purhase it, in order to rai«e its price, and until 
they shall dgree to give them what ever price 
they may choose tlo demand. This last seheme, 
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however, is a direct contradiction to tlie profes- 
sed oliject of his book, which is to persuade men 
HQf to marry early ^ feft they Jhould mtibiply he^ 
youd the means of fah^mci prepared f(^r them* 
For if the reduction of the price of labour by 
the first scheme was to. have the efSsct of deter- 
ling men from marrying early, and increasing 
too fast, this general combination asaoag the la-^ 
bourers, whidi ia recommeinded in the secqnd. 
scheme, to increase the price of it, wjould cer^ 
tainly, when the pmpc^e of it was ac^pompli&h-^ 
ed, have a direct contrary effect ; ftiar having 
thua ojatained an sdssolute power tb regulate the 
price of labour, according to their own will and^ 
pleasure, they would be thereby naturally en-» 
couraged to marry early, and increase and m\ik 
tiply. This is another example of the contra^ 
dictory opinions and language which this leam-^ 
ed gentleman has made use of in the compoai^ 

tion of this book 

In the next paragra{)h to that last quoted,^ 

and with which h? cpixclud^s this chapter,' en<- 

tJtl?d). l^bt mlj[ ^€ctiM^l mode (f improving^ the, 

CQnditkn of tb^ J^oor^ he say^ " \ cannot bu^ 

*' consider this mode of diminishing poverty, a^ 

•^ sp perfectly clear in theory, and so invariably 

^' <;^Q£ycm.ed. by the analogy of every othj^ com*^ 
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*^ riiodity that is brought to market, that nothing 
" but its being shown to be calculated to prb^- 
** duce greater evils than it, proposes to remedy i 
" can justify us in not making the attempt to 
** put it in execution." (See page 347.) 

There are, however, a few trifling obstruc- ' 
tions that would certainly occur an the execution 
of both these wild schemes for improving the 
condition of the poor^ which this learned gentle* 
man has either not foreseen, or deented to be 
too trifling to merit his attention. If that part* 
of the community who possess some portion of 
wealth, and who are, of consequence, the only^ 
persons that are enabled to purchase the labour 
of others, were to adopt his first scheme, and 
refuse to purchase that labour, it is perfectly ob- 
vious, that the cukivation of the ground, and all 
the manufactures of the country, must neces«^' 
sarily be suspended ; and, we know from expe^ 
lience, if the earth is not cultivated, it will yield' 
no produce for the food of man : aind that, if 
the produce of the earth is not manufactured, 
and prepared for the use of man, we must ne- 
cessarily want not only clothing, but all the 
other necessaries of life. 

As all mankind do certainly subsist upon the 
produce of the earth, this wild scheme of wiftt- 
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holdif^ the purchase of labour, for thi^ purpose 
of reducing its price^ would obviously involve 
every itidividual class of men in this, and every 
odier society, in distress and misery^ Hie land- 
ed {HToprietor subsists upon that portion of the^ 
i^oduce of his Iand,.or^ vehich is the same things' 
ike value, of it in money, vehich, he receives 
firom hb tenant. But if the tenant should, be^ 
Induced to adopt Mr. Malthus's advice, and re^ 
fuse to purchase that IdxHir which is necessary 
for the. cultivation of .his farm, he would be 
thereby disiabled from payiag to his landlord the 
stipulated rent. And, in consequence, the land*- 
lord would be thj^reby rendered unable to pur- 
chase any of these jtrticles that are absolutely ne- 
cessary for his^Wn subsistence, and that of his 
fiunily^ But this is v not all, for it is obvious, 
that if the farmer was tp let his land lie imcul- 
tivated, by refusing to purchase the \Bho\ir ne- 
ceMsiry for that ^ittpose, he would not only be 
^asMed fincna paying any rent to his landk)rd, 
but ke veould also thereby render himself undble 
to procure the means of subsistence for his own' 
fj&mily. It may b^ said, indeed, that if the land 
should remain u;icultivated, it would ^till pro-^' 
diice food for catde,"* and that both the landlord 
ahd tenant mi^t subsist upon animal food, and 

S 
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that they could pu?*cUasp gthgr n^ew^fr of lif^ 
with these cattle. It is. c^^pfisftfily ^QMifcle fo^ 
both the landlord and tOA^t to .$ub^ttt. ft>^ n^ 
short period^ b^t wit^ little <5oel(Qi* fe> them-, 
selves, by this meens. 5ut what is to beconl^ 
of all tl^e rest pf manJlfip4,, aftd pjattioriaily .o£f 
th.o§e who .^bsist ^tijrely upoft thje wa^ whicb; 
they plH?(in.as th? pHf^iPf tljeir.Jabew,. during: 
this ap^sioH^.pf the BeSSWloflil pf iCt ; A&: tbe» 
could npf, di^sgv thb lij^rifidi whfcn tjie land: 
lay m^^yj^iya^di bft n^fly ^j?%f/; Mp^Pumx^ mans. 
shelf ^ the k\bptn-ii^% friirt; of : mtDtkind w wMi be 
con^ipelled to ?^A<;^% Jife^ :vjriUQUs:fim(^^ 
only 9^ t^h^ns m^A k^^^fJk^fm^ 

their n^g^h(iur'§:iyd^ wdi tokiog ftW^ has 
cattle fpr 4hf^r ?abf Ifit^wj?, ; y i^lJi thea^e weieind 
inpi;^ lo%tse$; pfi c^ttteltOjl]© Jowdv: T 
lord and tfinaiit, tithe. greJKm^w&tturec and the 
ineri^bi^j^ \\(0uld /thffi . bfe |»dpc«d.7 to precisely 
the qamsi level withithe labcAnrix^>partdf lomri 
kindt WwM not ^liifil^ :tikert/am^..efgai^^ 
with a tefligean^e ?: ; • 

In the other sch$me„ which thia learned aw- 
thpr recpmoJ«nds yc^ria^iwVjy tAe.com/kim:^ 
the poor^ it will:, penhapsv ^9^ ^ conadaced by 
these enUgbttmd cpkikiabtJi^sisiy^^^ 
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mirers of their speculative philosophy, as any 
valid objection to this scheme to say, That that 
general conspiracy amongst the lower orders of 
society, to abst^n firdm labour, until those who 
teive occasion to purchase it shall be obliged to 
tome up to thefe price, is a direct transgression 
df thelavS^ of God, which siiys, " Thou shalt 
•♦ not covet any thing that is thy neighbour's." 
But it is not only a transgression df the law of 
God, but also of the statute law of these king- 
doms, which expressly forbids any such conspi- 
racy to raise the price of labour ; and by which 
it is ordained, that all those who are guilty of 
this crime shall be severely punished. It is, 
theirefore, evidently impossible for this enligbt^ 
ened pbi!antbti)piit to carry his second scheme, 
y&r improving the condition oftbfpoor^ into exe- 
cution, until he either persuade the legislature of 
thes^ kingtfbms to tepeal these laws, or persuade 
the laboiiring part of mankind to take the govern- 
itient of the obtmtryinto their own hands by force, 
and to live upon the loaves and cattle of the more 
wealthy part of mankind, uhtil they have oblig- 
ed them to comply Mrith their terms^ or reduced 
therfi to the samef state of poverty with them^ 
<dves. It is obvious* that they could not sub- 
sist, dufii^ their secession from labour, by any 
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cither m^ans. And haring obtained dm power, 
ov^r the wealthy^pait 6f mankiml^ it is not na* 

• furai to suppose ttltat^ they would relinquish tt^ > 
until they had obtained thatHqmdl dhtributiM of 
tbe bounties t>f natuft\ which' these enlightened 
philosophers tell them is so ^sentially necessary 
for accompUshipg their schenle iogt'Usi^ pcrfecta^ 
hility of than. * his, therefore, evident; that even 
this improved plan for bettering tbe condition of 
tbe poor^ cannot be carried into eKectitiop^Yith-p- 
Gut overturning that natural constitukibn of so- 
ciety whkh the Creator. himself has established ; 
and without abolishing not cmlytb^e Jaws 
which he'has promulgated, but those also ^^hick 
the legislature of this country hav6 enacted for 

• regulating the c(mduct of men towards oiie ano-» 
ther; As this would be absolutely' necesdary 
£or the accomplishment of ^tlt(^ ofj h|ss(:hefhee9 
k would be ridiculous to put the -question to 
any thinking man/if the attempt to carry these 
$chemes into execution would not produce much 
greater real ervils in society, than that imaginary 
evil which he proposes to remove by it. * 

i Btlt> the Lord' reignetb^ * and he vnll contm^e 
to reign Over all tha kingdoms of the earth, not^ 
withstanding of all the attempts vdiich these v^ 
speculative^piiilosophers^ liave naade, or may 
Ji^reafter ^nake^ to overturn his government. 
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And) under his governm^int, it is equally as im«* 
possible for the rich part of the community to 
&rm any general combination amongst them-* 
seivesY to reduce the price of labour, aa it is |br 
the l^ouring part of the community to form 
any general combination to increase its price. 
Every attempt of this. Idud has always been, 
very partial, and never produced any general 
e£fecti It is equally as impossible for the rich 
part^of the community to subsist vnthput pur^ 
chasing the labour of those who livf by their 
labour, as it is for them to subsist without re^ 
ceiving reasonable wages for their kboMf. The 
wages of labour have always been, and always 
will be, regulated by the demand for ^t, and by 
the price of the different necessaries of life. 
The more labour that is properly bestpwed on 
the cultivation of the earth, the greater wiU be 
its increase ; and the demand for labour will al-^ 
ways increase in the same proportion. 

Hiis learned author seems tp discover very 
Kttle knowledge of the human heart, or of the 
different classes of men, in supposing that the 
labouring part of mankind are to be deterred 
from marrying in the early part of life^ from the 
apprehension of their being unable to maintain 
1^ family ; or, as he ridiculously and impiously 
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tefiifis it J moral restraint. The Atmiglity him- 
self requires thein to ' increase tnd multiply in 
the manner which he has prescribed, that ia, by 
itt'arriage, in order that thfe purpose for which 
he cfeated nian'upon the earth maybe fulfilled. 
Knowing this to be^the will of God, they obey 
irtiese impulses which he^has iihplanted in them 
without feeling any apprthehsiott for the conse^ 
quences. The providence of God is tlieir por- 
tion. 'And,' being blessed by him with health 
and strength to perform the labolir requir-J 
ed from them, they fear no evil. The wis- 
dom and goodness of God is eminently dis- 
phiyed throughout ill his works, and particu- 
larly in -the faculties which he has bestowed 
upon afl his creatures, and whidh are so perfectly 
fitted to the situation in which lie has placed 
Ihem. Those who have bestowed proper at- 
tehtioh t6 the situation of the I6w6st order of 
mankind, must have observed, that the Al- 
mighty has in his goodness and mei*cy to thern^ 
exempted all the virtuous part 6f that class o^ 
men whom he has ordained to procure their sub- 
sistence by the labour of their hands, from the 
more severe labour bf the mind. The virtuous 
labouring man rises from his bed perfectly re- 
freshed with the comfortable and Undisturbed 
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sleep whifih tl^ gcfodiwasof Gicjd hjK feestdsred-) 
iipon him; and, aftor returniilg thanks to him 
forthi^ blessijigVhfi gae^ tQ Ms i^ark^ and par:^ 
fori^s his dmly U^ Tiiritl^ chefatfuhidfis aod sda*^- 
crity., The.kbgo*;^: of th^ day beiag .oiner^ be 
i^turtis a^ft tp the I?o$dm pf bt&fiiiinly^ iivh^re 
he is c^e^yed with fJl the NaprdioiiifvoflovQatidA^ 
Section. In the society of his wife, and his^, 
virtikiQMiS, xm^^onv^r ^d "stirrooadfed by :his 
chUdrca:)! he Sp«9ljt^ hJBs:^ ^h& esqayj^ 

xpore r^ftl ha^)9e$s^i];i; hiei huib|)le,Qottiaf«^ thatp 
evm priik^i^s posafi$ in ,th$kl ^pleadtd palactt^- 
surrpithdod: mth .. aHlheir. niipifeipusv £d:te»dint&' 
HsYiag. again ret-nriied: tjhaskks te hiSsMaker.for«< 
the hksiifigs: whkh. h«' enjpyis^. be it^t es torre^c 
mth a mind uadis^tuarbed irathlj^ic^irasiof this^ 
worlds aad regard!^ cf the .evib . wfan^ ttjw 
moxTOfw: may briag; ^orth : knowiiig thai bo^" iai 
under the pcotectioa- of that Alniighty Bdog^ 
who has;btoi.g]radoiisly'pIe»ttd^ to \px30ini^^ 
thajt be Mfkll not foxsake diose wtio- puc flHlfart 
trust in h^.> :t • :. 

. Such ia the ba{:^inQsa whLiehitbe^.vit%tlou8 4iP 
bo$iring>inap enjoys, and smik- are the blessii^ 
which beaten coQfers upon ^ta^iigad kve^Aiid 
paKntaL a£^ctiopu fo^itpc^sible to coiKeive tha£ 
any thing, else h)tt tfa« maUce of the devil himself^ 
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cbuld suggest a kheme to dej[^ive him of it ? tffid 
yet, under the &l6e prMHiice of improTing hi$ 
condition, Mr. Midthuft labours throughout the 
whole of his book, to deprive him of this ex^ 
alted portion of happiness. He tells thera^ if 
they ^bey die wiU of God/ and marry Mrly in 
iifei' /j&rf wil die mifirably of famine and conta^ 
gious dkftafes. 

It may, I am confident, be' affirmed as an un^ 
questionable fact, that the produce of the laboiir 
of a healthy, industrious, labouring man, has 
always been found sufficient to mantain a fami- 
ly, however numerous that family may be, in 
those parts of the kingdom where poor-rates^ 
have not been testablishedi A numerous family 
of children, in place of being i burden, is, by 
the blemng of ProvidexKe, c<»iverted into a real 
source of wealth. For it is a weU known fact, 
that the children, of this class of men can, at a 
very esufly age, earn their own bread} either by 
some kind of employment in the£elds, or insome 
of these numerous manufactories which are now- 
estjgkblished in almost every part of the kingdom. 
As the children increase in strength, and obtain 
Aiore wa^es for their labour than is necessary 
for thar own support, this surplus part of the 
produce of their labour becomes, as I before ob^ 
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riterved,.a real source of wealth, to. their parents) 
md enables- them to:bring up. the younger part 
of their family^ who are unable to labour, with' 
ease to themselves. 

: It-has been justly observed by a celebrated di- 
vine* « that those restraints ii)bicb vice imposes 
upon ber votaries^ in the gratijicdtion of their . 
passions y are much more severe and intolerable 
than those which religion requires. Mr. Mal- 
thus's system, of moralitya furnishes a striking 
example of this truth. He tells us, as I before 
noticed, that our^bappiness xomists in the gratis 
Jication of. alLour sensual appetites, and passions ; 
and that tbefe passions cannot be generally wea- 
kened or dimimshed without injuring ourbappi''^ 
ness^ This has certf^nly a, dic6ot tendency to 
inflame all our natural appetites and passions, 
by making us believe that the full gratification 
of all our deiairesv is not only innocdnt and law- 
6il, but absolutely necessary for our happiness ; 
and that those restrahits which religion imposes; 
are unnatural and unreasonable. But after he 
has thus endeavoured to inflame our desires, and 
when we are just grasping the cup to take 
large draiights of the pleasures which it is said to 
fcntain, he immediately dashes it from our lipa, 
*id tells us j that if we do not restrain these de^ 

♦Dr. Blair. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



138 

sires ^rithin reasonable bounds^ and at leisst b» 
much 80 as religion requires, we shall be gmkjr 
of a transgression against the laws ff nature^ 
And that nature Vrill certainly ptujish us fw this 
transgression of ker iawsj vfixh paia^ stckness^ 
famine^ and even death, according to the naturfe 
of the crime which we hare committed. Such 
is the impious and contradietory system of ino- 
rality which this enligbtemd ptnlantbropist pfo^ 
poses, in this publicsttion^ to establish amon^ 
mankind. 

But this publication seems td be a perfect ex* 
ample of the fable of the mountain in labour. 
For, after labouring like • Condorcet, Godwin^ 
Tom Paine, and the rest of these atheistical pre- 
tended philosophers, through two large volumes^ 
for the purpose of destroying the fear of God 
in the minds of men, and for the purpose of 
destroying their hope^ of a futuce state of hap- 
piness beyond the grave ; and after telling them 
^hat the whole of their happiness consists in the 
gratification of their sensual appetites and pas- 
sions during their present state, rf existence, he 
leaves them in the same state of uncertadnty rfe- 
Meeting their future prospecl» of obtaining even 
these sensual enjoyments, in which he found 
ttem. And at last concludes his^ book^ wi& the. 
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coMyComfoitte^ improbable, and irrational bop^ 

ihat manldod ^iU hereafter be induced by the 

^nsirious argameols which he has employed iti 

dxis pnbUcation, in opposition to the strongest 

impulses in their nature, and expressly contrary 

IX) die cotnmands of Gvod, /^ abjttain from mar-- 

riagc in the early part jof life. 

■Our MadcerlsidB increase 4 who \AA% abstain. 
But our 4estroj^, Coe to God ind man ? 

Mr. MalthuiS^s scheme fi>r abolishing the poor 
iaw^s^ howjsver plausible it miay appear to super- 
iidal readers, wiU be found, upon examination, 
to be as complete a composition of contradic- 
tions as the rest of his book; and as impracticable 
as his wild scheme for improving the condition 
of the poor. And it has OQiy become deserving 
of notice, from its being adopted as the founda- 
tion of a {|dli now bdbre parliament. 

However good and laudable the intentions of 
the honourable gentleman who introouced this 
bill into parliament may have been, it will ap- 
pear, from the evidence contained in the pre- 
<:eding observations, that he has chosen a blind 
guide, if this honourable gentdamian shall choose 
to follow iftiisbfind guide, he iraay do so, and 
^take the consequences. But ^ught the whol^ 
naition to fidiow his example ? 
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Mr. Malthus having observed, that the lower 
orders of the people in Scotland were more in- 
telligent, more sober and industrious, and more 
correct in their moral conduct, than the 'same, 
class of people in England; and seeing that they 
are, with very few exceptions, all taught to read 
and write, he states this as the reason why the 
poor-laws have ndt been found necessary in that 
part of the united kingdom. Mr. Whitbrfead 
having adopted this idea from Mr. Malthus, he 
has now brought it forward as the foundation 
of his pi an for improving the condition of the 
poor in England, and for the abolitipn of the 
j)6or-»laws there ; and he is, in consequence, 
now endeavouring to force a computsatory sys- 
tem of education upon the people of England, 
as a law'. ' But' neither of thiese gentlemen seem 
to look further than the outside of things, and 
they have clearly mistaken the effect for the 
cause. It is not from the mere circumstance of 
their having been taught to read and wi:ite, 
which has exalted, the lower orders of the 
people in Scotland so much above the level 
of the same class of people in any other , king- 
dom, but from that knowledge and^ fear of 
God which is early imprinted upon their minds, 
by their parents, their teachers, and their pa- 
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rochial pastors. The fouhdatldn of tins sy*^ 
tem of ' morar instruction was laid in Scotland 
before the Reformation; and it became, .inr 
deed, the cause, in the hand of Providence, 
of the reformation of religion in that king^ 
dofn. For it must be observed, that the re- 
formation of religion in Scotland, did not pro- 
ceed from the will of an arbitrjary monarch, for 
the purjjose of gratifying his own unruly pas- 
sions, but from the united effoits of a free and 
enlightened people, not only without the assist- 
ance, but contrary* to the wishes of the sovereign 
who reigned there at the time. 

Until a short period before the Reformation, 
the people in Scotlatnd were iti the «ame state of 
darkness, with respect to the knowledge ^nd 
will of God, as the other nations in Europe who 
were then under the dominion of the Pope of 
kame. The Pope and his ministers knowing, 
that the false system of religion which they 
taught could not bear an exanaination by the 
test of truth; and knowing that they cquld 
only maintain their arbitrary dominion over the 
minds of the peopk,'.by keeping theni in igno- 
rance, the word of God was strictly prohibited 
from being trailslated into the v.ulgai^ language 
pf thecQuntryj and it is wdl known, that it 
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was considered hj them as one of the greatest 
crimes which men could commit, to read the 
Scriptures in dieir own oaitiTe laiiguage* fiufc 
those preachers of the gospel whom the Ai^ 
mighty raised up at that time, and who were 
empbyed as his instruments for the accomfdisb- 
ment of that happy reformatiiDn c^ reli^on in 
Scotland, acted very difierenlly: they inculcated 
it upon the minds of their hearers, as an mdi&^ 
pensable duty, to read the Scriptures, smd txat- 
mine if the doctrines which they preach^ were 
true. . This desire of reading the woiti of God, 
which had been so loi^ hid from their eyes, 
became universal, and spread like a torrent over 
all the land': and that desire x:ii freedom from. 
th^ tynumy and oppression of the church of 
Rome, which this knowledge of the truth had 
infused into the minds of tl^e people, became, 
very-socm, akogether irresistible. The zeal of 
the lower orders of the people in this righteous 
cause was seconded and supported by their su- 
periors ; the £rst ncMemen of the land deeming 
It honourable to be elected elders in the church, 
-^nd to officiate in that character in the sacred 
ordinances df rdigion. 

From this de^e of reading the word <:rf*God, 
^hich was now become universal throughout 
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tbe land^ fiarents becoriie naturally (iesafouS 'df 
txansmitting this blessttig to their diUdras, by> 
teaching them also^to read thia sacred tolume 
^ of truth : and the establishment of schoote for 
that purpose, became tbe natural cQn^uexice« 
Sometime thereafter, an act of parliament wa« 
obtainbd for the erection of sehook in eyery* pa-- 
rbh in the kingdom. By this act the hecitort 
of &e different paiishes, or a nia^oritj of th^m, 
are required to provide a commodidm bouse fir 
a school^ and to modify a salary fir the sekooU 
master^ not under 100 tneris/^ nor ahve 2D0 
merh Scots. The expence of erecting and 
maintsdning these schools and^the schoolqias^ 
ters' salaries, is, by this act, ordained to be paid 
by die heritors and dieir tenants jointly. A$ 
these small salaries are evidently inadequate fbr 
the support of these public teachers and theif 
&mities, they are authorised by the heritors to 
demand certain very moderate school-dnesf fot 
the difierent branches of education which they 
teach, from the parents of the children that aie 
put under their care. ""^ 

•L.5 : 6 : 8 Sterling, 

fReadi^ 2s,— Reading and Writings 25- 6d.-^Readi^ 
Writing, and Arithmetic, 3s. and Latin, 5s. per quarter* . 
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No person can be admitted as a teacher in an^ 
df these parochial schools until he has under* 
gone an examination before. the presbytery of 
the bounds?, and is found by them to be duly 
qualified for the proper discharge of that impor- 
tant duty. 

The diifetent presbyteries in Scotland, are 
also invested with power. to inquire inta the 
qualifications and conduct of all the professors 
atid teachers in tne diflferent colleges and schools 
within' the kingdom, and to expelthem from 
theit office, if they shall find, upon such inquiry, 
that they are habitually guilty of immoral con- 
duct, or have been guilty of uttering and publish- 
ing any seritiments tending to subvert the esta- 
blished religion and government of the country. 

These parochial schools, are always placed 
ilear the church or clergyman's house, in order 
that he may with more ease to himself, be ena- 
bled to superintend the conduct of the teacher, 
and to examine from time to time into the pro- 
gress which the children are ipaking in religious 
knowledge under Ris care ; and it is his duty 
also, to assist the teacher in conveying this* reli- 
gious knowledge to their minds. 

But although public schools were established 
hy the rtuthority of government, in every parish 
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i^ Sc9t}ii«4i w j>9rsQn ^ms compelkd to seod 
1^ ,s]^i)dr^ xp :t}if»$ SiebQfils. They did aot ia» 
4fys(2 ^e^k^ wf <;oi»pulKQn« Fx^ faaving 
ii^m^fly^^ lby»4 i9 tbedr icomfottable fixpeii- 
%)ns, thtf ^1^ ir«r4 af Qod is the only true 
^d^to kfifipme^f both ki tjbis world and in 
tJigt wUf^ i^J^ iWm^ Jlii^ nreE£ anxioue tp 
transmit this blessing to thi&ir irhildrea, as the 
Yf^tf j^e$t bef k^^ wb4eh they icould possibly be- 
«»svr «p<5« *^ Wi. 

^^4fi9 th^S^ jpiAik imstriictions which every 
9^ffjeb&[ la Sj:0}land is bound to giv^e to his pa- 
jri^hipner^ ey^ery Sabhathrday, be is abo bound 
hy ^^ In^tyitions of that church, not only to 
yl^ic^ :^il4 fi^A^ym^ to administer comfort to 
^cb pf hl$ pftii^biocii^rs as. are in distress, but 
also to visit every family in his parish, at least 
PQce in the yev ; to ^J^ttdne into the progress 
vf^ich both tbi3 young and the old are making 
i^ reUgiotis h<^pwledge ; to insbrnct them iQ diie 
Ipoa^Iedgp of ^1 thoee duties, which, as CfarUti- 
.^}}§^ th^ 9,T^ bound to perform towards God, 
^ tpwi^rd^ one mother ; in the knowledge of 
th^ duties 'vfmh children are bound to perform 
p^Vf^T^i, their parents^ and parents towards their 
^uldri^} mflsters towards their servants, and 
«e^Mlf9 towuda &eir msutars $ and in the know^ 

U 
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pledge of the obligations which all men are laid 
Bnder by the express command of God himself, 
to reverence and obey the lawful commands of 
their natural arid lawful superiors ; and particu- 
larly to impress it upon the minds both of the 
old ^nd the young, that tHey are expressly re- 
quired by God himself, to remember the Sabbath" 
day^ and keep it holy* 

These are the duties which every minister of 
the gospel in Scotls^nd -is bound to perform, and 
which^ there can be no doubt, every minister of 
the gospel ought to perform. And there can be 
as little doubt^ that every minister of the gospel 
will be called to a strict account, whether he has 
or has not faithfully discharged these important 
duties when he appears before the judgment-seat 
of Chi:ist at the last day. 

It was from the proper discharge of these im- 
poitant duties, by the reformed preachers of the 
gospel after the Reformation, that the true know- 
ledge of God, and of his will, was, in so short 
ia time, so universally imprinted upon the minds 
of the 'lower orders of the pepple in Scotland. 
And it is, from this knowledge and fear of God, 
which have been thus imprinted u|)on their 
muids, and not from the mere circumstance of 
their having been taught to read and write, a€i 
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h/hr^ Malthus and Mr^ Whitbread have erroile^' 
ously supposed, that they have, in general, be- ' 
come so much exailted stbove the same class of 
ihien in any other part of the world. From this 
knowledge of the will of God, they became na- 
turally disposed to yield a cheerful and ready obe- 
dience to all the reasonable and lawful, commands 
of their natural and lawful superiors. But al- 
though this knowledge of the will of God, 
taught them to yield obedience where obedience 
is due, it taught them also to oppose every at- 
tempt that was itiade to deprive them of their 
natural freedom with firmness and resolution. 
This manly and independent , character* was 
strongly exhibited by the inhabitants of Scot- 
land during the reigns of James the First, Char- 
les the First and Second, and James the Second ; 
when these unwise and ill-advised monarchs at- 
tempted to force a form of religion upon fhem,, 
which their enlightened consciences would not 
permit them to adopt. 

It may now be asked^ is Mr. Whitbread's' 
compiilsatory system of education,- calculated to 
produce these important effects upon the minds. 
df the lower orders of the people in England ? 
WiH: the mere faculty of readipg and writiiig 
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make them either hitttt Clhri&tuit^ eft- k^^fitf s^^ 
jeett? 

IthtdBci tliK|ik»f ioiidtik <fMt6, {hdf «^6iy cdR^' 
kifid of knowledi^i #Iiiek iMb die^ Jk^^t^j If 
it 16* fiMe ^t«:t)tni|^t^d«d' \vitb Ifie kteoi^la^ ifi^ 
featf df Oddj ii- oifyif^ k^irHAf fettttd ti^ W 

mor^ &eq«»)!fl^' to cTi^Mge add d&sttd^ th¥ 
geMod order aUd i^c^ of setHif^- tUttel ttf iti^ 
pr&vef it^ Of t!hi9» frtftKy ^ MalthttS- hi^ttSdf 
is i m^taAchol^ e^atibpile: 

That it i» t^e d^ of ^^ Itt^&tVfr^^ iki dS^^ 
pel d»e kmded proprietors Hhtougfiouf tfie kiag-^ 
dtoitt, to efstablidh a public scho6l' in dV^ pdHfA> 
in Efigknd, 26 w^ll as- iof SeOtlkndi sMd to AM-^ 
dify a reasonable Bt&^ t<y ttS& iimtefi' df tH)^^ 
sc&ookj to en^le them to tf^eS ^ ^fi^di^tf of 
tKe poor j* af very raoderat* se^'Ol^^agtfi stiiftftv 
to be unqiiestlonable. If fiteoSs alM tid te dl«^ 
duty of the l6g«dature, to appoirir p*op^ pftv 
sons to inquire into the chank^er' a^- ^tudifisa" 
^ons of these ti&aeheirsi before? th^ a»e j^dinitted , 
to tianf^- m th^»e stiltbbib ; iita tb' stlp«r{iaettd» 
tiheir eondikt in 1^ prope^p d^lforg^ of tfeisiime 
^rtant d\ity> It seei&s lili(ft#be t6 hv t&# dbi^ 
of the legislatUfk» to^ invest the dM^sttatelf of 
l^e bounds with powef to inquire into any 
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cbiiipKifif #lHch- may be! Hiade td tlr^fti, r^dct- 
ila^ tW cohdiKit and befiiatvioifr of thfese ^Blkf 
t^cHe*s^ and to ei^l fheni from tlieir ofiieef, ii 
tftey ^&aH be fouAd fe bfe^^ habilfifelly guiky 6f 
sSy im*adi*a!l cdndCiDlfy oi? of atoy thing, ten'dita^ 
iSty didtn A ffie p^ce ahd good o^der of s6ci6t^v^ 
But ii isr not the dttty of tfhe legislature t6 coiii^* 
pel ptoiehtd to serid^ th^ir children ta tftese schools. 
This TA^ould b^ d^rivhig^ them of that n^taraf 
frfeedoni whSch the Greatfor has l!)estb^iired ti^on 
all liiarikind, arid ^hich no ^oWirf on elarth catf 
few^ly tafee from them, 

Bttt although itf iis? riot tM dftty of the legisia^ 

ttiref to cothpel pif^ints to educate their childreriv 

6t to cohipfel thfe inhabitants of this kingdom to 

WttfsM^ God in ^y 6ther wa';^ than thiat which 

flieir ov^ri conscience may dictate to them*; it i» 

uriqu^stibniably iti cSiit^ to enforce^ the ekecu^* 

^oti^ of tliese la^vW ^hieh' have been enacted foif 

*^' ptftiishriieht of those^ inehibei?af of the- siociety 

Vf^a $x'& habitU'aHy guilty of prbfianing the Sab^ 

B«ffi*-da^, aiid for Ae puriisHnAerit of thostf pr*. 

««ded' riaiihiste^ of rdigibn, bbthiti Rriglatid^* 

iri? kefentf, and iri^ Scotland, whb sir^ riegfigeri^f 

amltlE? jJt^i^p^ diisfch^ge of thede' important du* 

ti^ wHlcKa!?^ i«i*iiiiiberit ujitott'theMiv as^niinii^ 
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The poor-laws have certaiply become a roost 
intolerable evil, not only to England, but to 
those parts of Scotland where they have been^ ' 
carried into execution, not so much from the 
oppressive burden which they have brought up- 
^n the country, as from that corruption of the^ 
iiK)ral sentiments in the minds of the lower or- 
ders of the people which these laws have occa- 
sioned, v*:herever they have been introduced; 

These poor laws have certainly a direct ten- 
dency to eradicate from the minds of the lower 
orders of the people, a sense of these duties 
which they are bound to perform, as parents 
towards their children, and as children towards 
their parents. The father of a family now says, 
"VV^hat occasion have I to refrain from gratifying 
myself in any indulgencies which the produce 
of my labour will enable me to purchase, for 
the sake of my wife and family ? The parish, 
is bound to provide for them. And it is well 
known, that the same language is repeated by 
children, when it becomes their duty to assist 
their aged parents. This, it will be seen frotn 
the proposed Inquiry into the* Origin of Go- 
vernment and Law, is a direct subversion of the 
very foundation of the governmerit of God. 
Wherever these laws h^e been introduced, they ♦ 
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have uniformly had the effect of destroying the 
natural sentiments of charity in the minds of 
those whose situation enables them to relieve 
the wants of their fellow-creatures, and also of 
destroying these sentiments of gratitude, which 
the lower orders of the people would otherwise 
naturally feel towards those from whom they 
receive assistance : for that v/hich a man is 
compelled to give towards the relief of 1\is indi- 
gent neighbours, caimot surely be called charity ; 
and the poor being entitled to demand supply 
as a matter of right, cannot feel any sentiments 
of gratitude towards those from whom they re- 
ceive it. It will, however, appear, from the 
proposed Inquiry, that these evils can only be 
removed by the perfect re-establishment of the 
government of God in this kingdom. 

But as there are many men, both in England 
and in these parts of Scotland where the poor- 
laws have been ipforced, who, from the want 
of due reflection, are induced to think that it 
would be impossible for the poor to subsist, if 
there was .not some provision of this kind made 
for their support — it is of importance to shew 
in what way the providence of God has pro- 
vided for the-wants of the poor, in these parts 
of Scotland where the poor laws have not becQ 
inforqed. 
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It has been already Abservcd, tjis^, by mea;i$i 
of that $ptem of religiojjw instruction :which jp^. 
eataUished in Scotland after jtjb^ RefoiTnatipn^the 
people lyere t^ugjit to con^sider their sit»^t|x^ j^gt 
t^s world to he merc^ly a 3t^ of trial aQ4 pro- 
hatiox^, a^ candidates for that $tate of imi^ort^ 
feljicity ^hich h p^ajced for the jri^teous i^. 
the' world to come. Tl^« bjio^ledge of tfee 
will of God) and thfs ;fS3ura^ce of ifumprtal ^ 
Ucity, was dir^^tly calculated to m^ them 
coatejgiteid and l^appy in jthat Violation in whi^jb^ 
Prpyi^eiice Jia4 placed thjenj j and to considejr 
all those evil^ to which nax^ind are Uable ia 
thi$ wprld, 9S the appointments of God, for th^e 
trial of their faith and obedience : ^d thiey suf- 
ferpd them, accordingly, with patiei^ce a»d rer 
signation tg the Divine Will- Py tl^is k^QW^ 
ledge o^ the wUl of God, they learmed the du- 
ties incumhent upon them as parents tow^ds 
their children, and as children towar4§ tlj^gir 
parents, ^ well ^ ^U the other duties incpi^ 
tpnt upon them as good members^ pf soi^ipty. 
They HftPl^ it to bp the will of God, tl^t mai^ 
should lahourj^ in some way or other, not only 
for thjp br^ad wbich is necessary for his PW^ 
subsisjeiipe, but ^ho for the subsistence of \ih 
fggiily. Ku^vifing this to be the will of p9d^ 
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fyf ^pikiMHgA the hbbur nices^y fc^ iMi 
imqiose witk cfaMr&bfiss and jdbcrkf} aod^ :bf 
tilt Uessiag of: Gtid imon their 9irtiiDtt8 iodus^ 
try;»tbe v^gw of tltt laboutw^ mta hatoe^ in til 
tkosf parti of &:otIaad «trhere die poor^aws tro 
MC jjaCofictti^ li»o Ibund raftcieot ftxr tike rap^ 
fott t^ fattovelf idid bis &inUy4 90 l^og a$ tbt)r 
oteittmle ito «iijoy henlth mid itiie^;tit ,ix) eoftble 
Uuflti uy.hbsmn Wkesi old age jor jlekoea^ 
oonm upon tlievii^ if they ItRre iai tiiMv&x^ ^ 
if thete cfaiL^a W£b xigA grbwa »il, uiA HbfeTt^y 
toabk to jatoin tisdit* paertots ffcHn thie |i^t)dt>ee 
of dbdr Idxmt, «&* trohiotary chspty <tf tke 
pan4ki<ioer3# nrfaidr is itoikctid at ^ church 
tfrerf fiabbtffc^day, jtad the fniyate be^veltnMr 
of cfaieir xun^ijbaiira, tfr« aiade, by tht over^mHo^p 
prcnddoice of Gkxd, die meiEatiB oftimt si^port / 
and this ^rolUDtarf ^karity^ la' ad^itiOo fo the 
l^fMibiise of thieit own labDur, fa^ diwafi^ been 
found atifficient fot tbe maixtfettajMe pf tb# 
ptobt, sir tjhts^ parte of ScotWud yrtiwe ^ poor 
£nn» jhare not benr iii^2n:ed/itt the iniei^t salti** 
nikow^oMsl 

piGxni empldya far pr<mding for th«' wants ©f 
$ii9 prnsT) ttt idboae paxfos cf the ki0@iK>m whece 
^«y bave booo: stt&md to i«aiain liniler bii g9^ 

2r 
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verament. It is a well known fact, that inrtfaatf^ 
parts of the kingdom, there have always been 
much fewer complaints of want and disbess, 
than in those parts of it where the poor-laws 
have been »inforced. And it will always be 
found, upon strict inquiry, that even these com-- 
pldnts which are heard in these paits of the 
country where the poor laws are not inforced, 
come almost entirely from the most idle and re* 
probate part of the community. It is also a 
well known fact, that in these parts of the' 
country, it is only those children whose minds 
have been corrupted, and who, have, in conse- 
quence, become idle and . dissipated, or those 
whom the providence of God* has rendered un- 
able to contribute towards the support of their 
parents, that will permit them to ieceive, froip 
the mitiister or elders, any part of these public 
contributions that/are collected in the church 
for the support of the poor; Is there any man 
who is truly interested in the welfare and hap- 
piness' of his country, that would wish to eradi- 
cate these virtuous, manly, and independent 
fifentiments from^ the breasts of the lower orders 
ef the community? And yfet the poof-laws, 
both in England and in these parts of Scotland 
where they have been irifofrced, havQ uniformly 
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produced this effect. The common language 
of children in these parts of the country now is, 
what occasion have we to deprive ourselves, ^of 
any indulgenctes^ for the purpose of supporting 
our aged parents f the parish is bound to provide 
for, ibem. . In these parts of the country, the 
doors of the clergyman's house are now perpe- 
tually beset with aged parerlts, who have been 
deserted by their children, and by the most iole, 
worthless, and dissipated part of the community, 
demanding supply as a matter of jight. 

Is it possible to conceive, thkt the resistance 
which the inhabitants of a gre^t part of Scotljarj^ 
have hitherto made to the execution of the ppo^ 
laws ,which were ^enacted there, as well as in 
England, to be^ny thing less than the work of • 
Gjod himself, for the purpose of enlightening 
the minds, (rf* the inhabitants, of these partis of 
the country wh^jre they have been carried into 
execution,. by the experimental knovBrledge of. 
those evils which they ^ have brought upon 
themselves, by impiously aqd arrogantly pre* 
sijmihg to improve that sy:Stem of gov^rijment 
which he hiniself has established for the gpverui* 
meat of man ?. ; > . 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Vpon that Speculative System of Comnton Law^ 
which is at present administered in these 
KirtgdomSy and upon these Iniquitous Practices 
fsihich have betn introduced into all our Courts 
(^Justice. 



m^f0m 



The oiigiftal csrtK* cf tKft idht ifttcm i£ 
domniett lafw, ^tA ©f these hil^tiitetrt pttctkes 
' ivhkh have been iftttodtrced intty a8 cttf cetrrts 
of justice, afid Ae p»tScular (Mis trWfeh have 
beett tjiereby W otrght trpoft soetety, trill foiitt a 
Wrjr ttttpfihaiflt briftch dT the pr eposei lAqdry 
Ittte the QrigiA ef Goverottiettt stiid Lartir ; »»d 
$t vra* not the fttrthor^» itttenticfi Vb 6A«r upeA 
thk subject at p*esfeht. Bm iseewg that there fe^ 
aft this time; a^iM depefi^ng b^re t^ Hl^ 
CetM €)f f ^tfiatnefi(» Kfrf a^ mw ia^iBeatiiDA 
6f the 8upi»eftie t>^^ti H^k^ k ^Mkmt!» 
for the ostensible purpose of reinOl4iig ffieet^ 
iarising from the jpresent mode of procedure in 
that court*— -it seems to be an object of no small 
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magnitude at thU tkne, to call the attention of 
these noble Lords who are to decide upon the 
merits. Of demerits, of this bill, and of the king« 
dons in generail, to the original cause of these 
erila ; and to point out^ m very general terms^ 
the only means by which it is possible to re^ 
move them. 

It is supposed, that there are few people in 
Britain who are not disposed to think, that the 
noble lord who introduced this bill into parlui-^ 
ment, did it from the best and purest motives^ 
But there is too much reason to suppose, that^ 
like Mr. Whitbread, he has been induced (p fol-- 
low blind guides* 

• These men, like unskilful physicians, are at* 
tempting to remove the disease, without know- 
ing, or in<|uiring into the cause of it ; and, like ' 
undtilfu) gardeners^ in place of pruning the re« 
dundant and useless branches, for the purpose 
€)l making those which remain, produce more 
.and better fruity they are attempting to increase 
. the nmnb^ of thenw 

la tht& pit>posed Inquiry Inta the Origin of 
Oov^rc^ent ^nd Law, it will be shown^ that 
that system of government, which the Almighty 
.established in England, in the reign of Alfrtd, 
%hi Gti^a^ as 4«scnbe4 by Dr» Henry, in his his^ 
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tory^ of Britain, was a perfect' copy of that sys^ 
tern of governmeut which he established at the 
creation of the world, for the government of all 
his works : and that it was a perfect copy of 
that system of government which he afterwards 
re-established in Israel, when David was called 
to the throne of that kingdom. It will also be. . 
shown, that the law by which that government 
was regulated, was the same as that which the 
Almighty himself promulgated from the top of 
Mount Sinai ; and by that intuitive knowledge 
pf right and wrong, which is wrote upon the 
consqjgnces of all men who believe in him, by 
the finger of God himself. Every arbiter to 
whose determination any question is referred, is 
bound to this very day, to regulate his decision 
by that internal sense of right and wrong, which 
th^ Creator has imprinted upon his min^, being 
obliged to declare in the judgment which he 
prononnces, that he had at the time when he 
pronounced that judgment, Co J and a good con-- 
science before bis eyes. This knowledge of right 
and wtong, is clearly the law which every jury- 
man at this day is bound to apply, in exery case 
upon which he is called to give judgment, being 
lexpressly bound by the oath which he swears, 
tp give his verdict conformable to the impressjop 
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that the evidence' which has been examined in ibif 
equsfy has made upon, hix own conscience. This 
intuitive knowledge of right and wrong is clear-^ 
ly the law by which the legislature of this king- 
dona, requires every Justice of the Peace in Scot^ 
land to. regulate his judgment' in every case 
which may come before him, under what is 
termed the small debt act^ being there expressly 
required to give judgment conformable to equity 
and a good conscience. This intuitive know-» 
ledge of right and wrong*, is the law to which 
Moses alludes, when he says, " It is not in hea- 
** ven that thou shouldst say. Who shall go .«|Jt 
" for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, (i&t 
*^.we may hear it and do it* Neither is it be* 
ybnd the sea, that thou shouldst say. Who 
^ will go over the sealTor us, and bring it unto 
•* us, that we may hear it and do it/ But thts 
** word is very nigh urito thee, in thy mouthy 
" and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. 
Deut. XXX. 12, 13^ 14* 

It is unquestionable this^ intuitive knowledge 
of. right and wrong, which our Saviour appeals 
tb ia that divine precept which he gave to man- 
kind for thie * regulation of their conduct, ia 
Ivhicfi he says, " Whatsoever ye would thai 
** men should do to you^do ye even so to them-y 
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^ diift II tb« iatir and the jpraptitts.'' Uitt VlL 
12. The foandatioa of this law is n^nled 
bsjto Hi il^ tfa« /if«6& commandmemt^ mbk^ iBf s^ 
^^ Tfaott shilt iKDt coMt mkj dufig ifhkh kthy 
^ neigiifaQiir's.'^ £^ay att of idtctk^ 6iud, or 
injmtice^ ^f vrhatrrer Idnd it taxf b«^ and bf . 
whatever smns it may faiir^ been acaom^isb^ 
ed, is dearlf an ovfrtmoct ^ c^iatwiHicfs ; aodt 
beii>g a& oVeit^aat^ it fanagfi iliie |xr reofx who i* 
guilty of it^ ttiader bdndage to the la«r^ and th« 
civil magistrate diereby acqoiics a power over 
him to ptt&ifih him fior his dima, and to n^ 
l^ain his actions. ThiB is uogogatioiiafaly thatc 
s^utem of cnmmon hw which omht to be ^serv^ 
ed ia every nafiinn ujioii etfth» and by ^ffkadi all 
mankind are cert^ly bound tp regidbite their 
conduct ia iheir comnooon tranractioas with one 
anotben Thi€ intititive fcao^edge of right and 
Wrong, ts the law which tA wrote upoa the 
heart of every rigbMoua jsidgefy by the finfger of 
God himself; and by which be is undosibtedly 
bound to regulate his J£i{%ment in e^ery <pies- 
tion of right and wrongs i^bich is brought be*- 
fore him. And £of his obedience or cKsobedi^ 
€nce to thb rule, which the Almighty has givea 
liim for the mguiation of his conduct, he wiU 
dSttoat eertainly be c^Ued to account, when he ap« 
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pears before the )udgmehti-seat of God, at the 
last day. 

ITie general istatute which the Almighty has 
given, by the hand of Moses, as the rule pre- 
scribed by him fot the propier execution of that 
part of the law which is contained in the tenth 
commandment, and which every judge and 
magistrate who shall, in the course of his pro- 
vidence; be invested with power to execute the 
law, 18 unquestionably bound to observe, is as 
clear and comprehensive as the law itself* It is 
in these words : - 

" For all manner of trespass, whether it be 
** for ox, for ass, for sheep^ for raiment, or for 
** any manner of lost thing, which another chaU 
** lengeth to be his, the cause of both parties 
** shall coiiie before the judges; and whom the 
^^ judges shall condemfn, he shall pay double unto 
^ his neighbour, *'* 

More particular instructions for the proper 
execution of this part of the law, will be found 
in the passages quoted below, f 

* Exodus xxii. 9. 

tExo4us xxii, 5, 6, 7, S, 10, 11, 12, IS, U, 15- 
Lev. nix. 11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. Chap. xxv. U, 
Deut. six. 14* chap, zxv, 18, 14, 15, 16. 

' Y. ^* • • 
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^ The method of procedore to he obaerv^^ ^f^ 
all the courts of justice, is also prescribed. The 
judges are forbid to judge upcm any partial re- 
presentation, or to condepux a man ^^o 4s not 
present to make his defence. U'be tause pfkotb 
parties must be brou^ befort tbetni and after 
hearing their representations, they are ordaane4 
to enquire into the truth of them at the mouth 
of witnesses. But it is ordained, That *' one 
^* \Titaess shall not rise up against any man for 
" any iniquity, or for any sin$ in any sin that 
** he sinneth : at the mouth of two witi;ie9sie9» 
^^ or at the mouth of three witnesses^ phall the 
^^ matter be established.*" 

Fo^ the determination of all questions arising 
put of the tenth commandment, whejj no wit- 
nesses cap be obtained to prove the facts, ithe 
following iBtatut^ is given: 

" If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour,, 
** an ass, or an ox, or a sheep^ or any beast to 
" keep^ aud it die, or t>e hurt, or driven away,^ 
*' no man seeing it; thttt shall ;an oath of. the 
" Lordl)e between them both, that he hath, not 
** put his hands to his neighbour's jgoods ; and 
" the oVner of it shall accept thereof, and he 
** shall not make it good, t" ; . . 

fDcut xix, 16. 
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All pleadittg* at the bar of the court, in favouf 
6f either bf the parties, is expressly forbidden. 
The statute says, 

••Thou shalt not follow the multitude to do 
** evil ; heither dhalt thou speak in a cause to 
^ declide dFfer many^ to wrest judgment*** 

it must' appear exceedingly evident t6 all 
men, from the unquestionable truths^ which 
have now been stated,* that that law, and that 
simple and rational mode of procedure which 
the Legisliatuire has' already ordained to be ob- 
served in- all the small-debt courts in l^cotland,' 
is no other than- a perfect transcript of that law 
and of that niode'of procedure which the Al- 
mighty himself 'h'as'cirdainied, for the purpose' 
bf regulatiiig the conduct of mankind, iti their 
tommon transactions with one another ; with 
this difference only, that the Justices ate not au- 
thorised to inflict that punishment which God 
himself ha^ ordainfed to be inflicted tfpoti those 
who transgress this law,' viz, to make those 
Wicked m«n, who haVe committed manifest a^ts' 
of fraud oir injustice,* pay donbte the sum^'ot 
Value o? the thing which they had tvickedly at- 
tempted ta defralud their neighbour 6£ This,^ 
#very niah-must acknowledge, is a reasonable 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



164 

punishmtnu It is doing no more to the wicked 
man, than he had wickedly thought to have 
done unto his neighbour. 

It is certainly a matter of the highest import- 
ance to the \yhoIe nation, that every member of 
our great national councils, before he give his 
vote either for or against the bill now depending 
in Parliament, for regulating the proceedings in 
the Ck>urt of Session in Scotland, should care- 
fully and seriously consider if that procrastina- 
tion of justice, and that enormous expence to 
which the inhabitants of England and Ireland, 
as well as Scotland, are at present subjected, be- 
fore the^y can obtain justice, and those nu- 
merous appeals, which are now made from the 
judgments of the inferior courts to the House: 
of Peers, the Supreme Court of Justice—nis not 
entirely occasioned by the perversion of that 
law, and that simple and rational mode of pro- 
cedure, which the Almighty has prescribed for 
the administration of justice, and of that simple 
and rational rule which they themselves have 
prescribed to the Justices, for regulating the pro- 
ceedings g^/ifr^ small debt tourts in Scotland. 

It is certainly a question pf the very highest ^ 
importance to the whole nation, and more de- 
serving of the attention qf the legislature of these 
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kingdoms, than any other which can possibly b^ 
submitted to their considenation, to inquire, if 
there is at this time, or if there' has been for 
many centuries past, any known coppiraon law 
by which the judges iii the different courts of 
justice in England^ and in Ireland, as well as 
those in Scotland^ are bound to regulate their 
judgments, in any question between man and 
man, that comes before them, respecting their 
common tran8a,ctions with one another^ Lord 
Kaimes in the introduction to one of hiS; books 
upon the common law of Scotland, says, in 
pretty positive terms, there is npt. His worda 
are, in substance, as follows; li is easy for a man 
to say what the law ought to be^ hut it is impos^ 
sibUfor any man to define^ what the tommion law 
of this kingdom no'm is. « 

It is easy for these noble Lords, who?compose 
the great jury of the nation, in the High Court 
of Parliatoent, to satisfy themselves, whether this 
assertion made, by Lord Kaimes is, or is ;iot 
founded in truth. It is only necessary for this: 
purpose, that he should put the following ques- 
tion to himself: Do I understand the law. by 
which I am required to regulate my verdict, in 
any appeal cause which comes before the house ?» 
If he shall find upon due consider^ipn, that ha 
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eannot amwer this questioA iik the afiirmatHt^i^ 
he will be naturally induced to agree with Lord 
Kaimes, that there is at present no clear law, hf 
which he is enabled to regulate his judgment^ 
in any of these causes which are Itfought before 
him. If this shiill be found to be the iittiatioft 
in which these noble Ldrds who compose the 
great jury rfthe nation^ are now placed; it can^- 
not surely be supposed, that that inferior order 
of men who are now fchosen to compose the or- 
dinary juries in the inferior courts of justice iti 
civil questions in England; can stand in a better 
situation than their lordships, with respect td 
their knowledge of the law. 

It being observed, and complaints having 
perhaps been made, by people who conceived 
themselves to have been injured by it, that the 
judges in our ordinary courts of justice, were 
in the habit of imposing their own opinion up-- 
on the jury^ as the law which they were bound^ 
to apply in the case before them, and of direct-^ 
Ing them to bring in a Verdict conformable to 
that opinion* A right honourable gentlemain,- 
ttow dead, brought a bill into Parliament, ^hiefe 
was carried through both Houses, and enacted in* 
to a law, declaring the jury in all civil, as well arf 
Ariminal causes^ to be Judges oftht taw'as will ar 
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of the fact. But it having been unfortuoat^lj 
ijmitted in this act, to state the law by which 
these jury-men are there required to regulate, 
their verdict, and to declare that they are bouad 
j|:o give judgment according to equity and a good 
conscience^ without regarding the opinioaof any 
other men j it was easy to foresee^ that this law 
which was then enacted, could prodnce no re- 
formation in the administration of the common 
law, in these courts of justice. For being told 
by the judge and by the lawyers, who are per- 
mitted to plead at the bar of these couns, 
that they are not at liberty to r^ulate their 
judgment by that internal sense of right and 
wropigt which the Creator ha^ imprinted upon 
the minds of men, fw the purpose of enabling 
them to reguUte their conduct Gonfo(rm^ble to 
his will, and by vfhich these jurymen are ej;^ 
pressly bound, by their oath, to regulate their 
judgm<ent| but by that imagitiaty and unintislli- 
,gible law, which they {pretended to explain to 
them, and of which the. jury theitiselves have no 
sort of knowledge ; it is natural to suppose that 
they will, in gen^al^ be induced to adopt tbe 
' opinion of the judge, -and bring in a verdict 
conformable to that opinion. If we giire any 
credit to ^ accoBDCs wl^ich are digily ciirculated 
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through the country ia the newspapers, of the^ 
proceedings that are cani^ on in the different 
courts of justice in England, we have certainly 
good caUse to believe, that the juries by whom 
all civil questions there are determined, are at 
this very day as much under thraldom to the 
opinion of the judges as they were before 
Mr. Fox's bill was enacted into a law ; not- 
withstanding that this law was expressly enact- 
ed for the purpose of emancipating these juries 
from that thraldom. And if we were permitted 
to believe the accounts which are daily circulated 
in the newspapers, of the judicial proceedings 
in the high court of parliament, we should be 
led to believe that these noble lords who com- 
pose the great jury of the nation, are at this 
time, and have been for many centuries past, 
kept under the same state of thraldom to the 
opinion of the Lord Chancellor of England. 

This is certainly a matter of very serious im- 
portance to the whole nation; and it is certainly 
highly deserving of their Lordships' inquiry, 
whether these accounts that are daily circulated 
•in the newspapers, of the proceedings in our 
different courts of justice, are true. If they are, 
upon examination, found to be so, it will then 
be highly deserving of their Lordships' inquiry^ 
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«tfi icif the jmqwf f£ the 5ithier tmo liranGheM 
of tjbe 4egttla(t«» also^jU^i^eze is jotiyxsdiercaii^ 
atom 4aw ;£9t ^n^I^tkig >tb6 oonntiiwn trana»c<« 
1^9iis of moA iffith xsu^ aao^er^ at present in<# 
£(M?ced many ^ our <Q(9urts ^f |uatice, exoept 
the smaUrdtk courts in ScotlaQd, but the atbU 
Xxmf ^pimon of t}»e judges who at present pre^ 
$ide ia these courts, and the arbitrary opinions 
of fbnma: judges, which they hare adopted,; and 
if thb tcadkiooary law as nbt, intmost cases, a; 
dkect perv^mion of the law t»f God, the only 
natural and reasobahfe law, by which all man<^ 
kind ought to regulate their conduct ; and if we 
vaacf wsH juatly say of >tbe lawyers, at this time, 
as oiir Saviour laid cf the •Scribes and Piiarisees, 
" Thus hewre ye made the comnxandment of 
^^ <5od of none efiect by your traditions*" ^ 

It is aik hi$t0xi»l fact, that the origin of thb 
tradiitiofiary cdmmonlaw; which is at this^tim^ 
uniyeiBitiy enforced 0¥er all the three united 
^^oo^, and by which all the different ranks 
of nien have been kept under bondage to the 
jimiges til die difiSereitit cour^ of law, and plun^ 
dered of their wedth for many s^s past — ^waa > 
%X iirst iitttodiiced into them by the Pope of 
Korae, for the purpose c^ supporting that false, 
lystem €Kf religion which he had then introduced 
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into England, it is an obvious truth, that the 
religion and the law of every country must be 
consistent virith each other ; and . that the truef 
system of religion w^hich our Saviour established 
in the world, as contained in the gospels, canr 
not possibly be supported in its original purity 
in any nation, unless the law of God is also 
strictly inforced in that nation. The judges, 
in the different courts of justice established 
by Alfred the Great^ being simply bound' to 
swear. That they would not condemn any innocent 
man^ nor suffer any guilty man to escape^ it is very 
evident that they were bound to give judgment 
conformable to the law cf God ; that is, con- 
iormable to that sense of right and wrong 
which he had implanted in their minds ; or, in 
other words, conformable to equity and a good 
conscienct'. This being the case, and as that 
false system of religion^ which these deceivers; 
in Rome invented, is a manifest perversion of 
that true religion which Christ himself taught, 
it became necessary for the Pope to subvert thb 
natural system of law also, before he could qj>- 
tain that absolute dominion which he afterwalrds 
exercised, not only over these kingdoms, but 
also over all the other kingdoms in Europe. 
For this purpose he introduced this system of 
traditionary law which i« now generally fca^^wa 
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hj the name of the Roman law^ being a coliec-v 
tton of the decisions and opinions of the most 
celebrated Roman judges and lawyers. Upon 
lilts iniquitous stock, succeeding Popes, arid 
judges, and lawyers, have each of them ingraft-) 
ed his own opinion: for it will appear exceed- 
ingly evident to any person who is possessed of 
suflScient patience to read over the history of the 
decisions which have been pronounced in our 
different courts of justice, that one order of 
judges have, like the. Popes of Rome, a})olrshed' 
some or other of the hws which some of their, 
predecessors had established, and established 
their own opinion as the law in its place. By 
this means, scarcely a vestige of the ancient- 
Roman law, which was originally the founda- . 
tion of this false system, b now to be found in 
our modern law books. ' And by this means, 
this false systmi of law has become that im- 
mense monster, which Lord Kaimes says, very 
justly, is. altogether undefihable, but which every 
person in these kingdoms feels the weight of, 
from the thraldom and oppression which tbey 
are made to suffer undw it 

By the introduction of this Roman law, 
wbicji^ like the.Scriptjures, the Pope would not* 
pi^mit:.to h% trandated into th^ language of the 
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cottufayy he. nas. enabled^ to iistarDchicer si aes»r oiu^ 
dev of mem kAO( the stafe^ 20: his: auxiiiadied fior 
the' govecncRenti ofi the kmgdoniy fot &e:fttspott[> 
^d£ reading, smd: espddniag dtis) k\«^. lihsse nam; 
of course bdoalner lawy^ssi b3^' pvo&asna;; and? 
tJisr^ were ^^laliy^ iliCQr()Grat^ into thseb re^ 
gDlair society, - tifsdSm thoBaxEthork^r aildr^conlrol o£ 
tiur supreme; judg^* of thet kioxgdiDm, whidi: i«flsr 
ixorw sea. 

, la ttoi proposed Im^tiiiryr iMo the O^n^ of 
GoflTednment and Law;^ it wtS bet sbown,. that 
tbe tonlstitruitisgaiJ of thib^ sod&y* of. lawyers^ !&,. io; 
WtKify siiiigfe leafiure o£ ity a;? perfiesit cop)f of- tire 
'cohstitodcsbi «f ihedbterclfi of Romaj aiad; timt 
the Loid Cbkucelli^ ofEn^sisd^ the lUft^CfasHiK 
ceVka o£ Wanofdi^^attd? thr Cooit of S^essiotr i» 
Swtlai&ri);. Aie^siupfiiemeihea^^ ofi t&ese different 
80isietkB <d£ I?wyiet%^ do' aoluaMy eiKwtiiei itoc 
same ktitd^cf^ di^)»sin^ pcmo^t 'm maenesi^ 6£ 
l^iMs wlikdt die Pope of Ro»)«^as«ia^^ h»iftu 
s^ifv toth in; iiiattec^o£ law ami i^)|itm^ lUEWt 
i$ tnd^e^ avoi^d' b^ itese jiK%er ihinnsebnie^^ 
m^ilMf cfiil ^i'di^eiifiib^ jpmttts-^tiitb w]^^ 
they pretend to heinv4%tlfi^ilk^i»iHtdfik ^ihim 
h^M^ei^ ttti^ us|. ^aC ^ii&'dtepte9i|ig p^Mrep is 
ti^«$Mi%^ triced itt tiMidf ^ttpteme jiidge^vlbr 
tile puTj^cssM'dC sblittii»^ tiie3eiBQ«he<T^|otttr.i# 
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die hv^Tf vqA g£ «Kx<tering k mote cdiifef mafete 
to equity. ThU is certainly a vety pkin tm^ 
eqtmwil dcknowledgmem, tliat th^r ^ystam of 
law which they pretend tote^h m^A admihiseer^ 
:Md tr^hkas beea impo^td upon the necks of 
the'orhole tiatloo, is not^ani equitakk law. 

At the tinxe wbea the refornoation of teXi^m% 
took place in Britain, this false system of law, 
^Oid this gotiety of lawyefrs which the Pope had 
eAablished} altiiovrgh it made so ^semiail a pant 
ef that &lse teliglcts, and was \Sm rery aippore 
o£ it^ passeid altogetfa^ Udnoik^d \ imA i^& 
woB^k of re^^m^tiofi was, m oonseqttenccf^ tefl 
b^ finished. It isow deserves^ the n^^s^ se^i^s 
cuxisidf radojd of the Hgiskrare, if that divil cdfl^ 
tentk»i and soife^ which m this time s^ uriivM^ 
9£^ previaili dvtir ail the htAd, do«s laot cle^ily 
arim fvofii ^»bt cause ; if this sockty of lawyers 
ha^re not contimied to kboitt in thit^ c^it^i <()f 
ifl^idty for whi4^h they wei^e originally instifu^ 
ted by cbcr Pctpd; and^if by imeaiii^ of thit i^n 
system of kw wbieh he inxrodticed intd the 
kingdomC) add wl»iih they h«ve beef^ hithepfo 
{W»iii€l^ t(0 fl^ifiist»; they ha^^e tfot cotftiptedf 
tfa« fflorafe^ 4nd destined the fe&t' of God \tk 
th^ miisd^ of a gresfl pjbtt of the Inhabitants of 
the«^ kiftgf^ms. II (bi^ shall bc^ found to be 
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tbe case^ it will deserve the consideration of the 
legislature, if it is not now full time, that the 
important work of the reformation of the reli-* 
gion of this country should be completed undar 
the authority of government, by abolishing this 
. false system of law, and this society of lawyers; 
and thereby banishing this last remains of Pop- 
ish tyranny from the land. 

It is well known, that this society of men 
have, by some meajis or other, obtained the ab- 
solute and uncontrolled power of the adnainis- 
tration of justice in the three united kingdoms ; 
except that small fragment of it which the Jus- 
tices of the Peace are permitted to administer ; 
and even oyer this small part of it^ they have 
, had the address to retain the control. Being 
possessed of this absolute power in the adminis- 
^ tration of justice, our judges in place of calling 
the parties themselves before them, and inquir- 
ing into the truth at the mouth of witnesses, 
spend their time in hearing the long speeches of 
that particular order of men who are4icensed by 
themselves, to plead at. the bar of their courts; 
and in reading and considering the voluminous 
papers which these men put into their hands;, 
land thereby afford them full time to plunder 
tj^pir clients, of ^yv^hatever portion of their wealth 
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l3iey please, yttder the protection of the law/' 
and under the pretence of procuring them jus- 
tice. Bf these artful contrivances, they are too 
frequently enabled to realize the fable of the 
oyster y and leave their deluded clients nothing 
but the sbellsy together with that irreconcilable 
hatred and deep rooted malice, which the inflam- 
matbry speeches, and defamatory papers of wri- 
tings of these lawyers have engendered in their 
minds. 

, Having obtained this absolute and uncontrb- 
lable power in the distribution of justice, it can 
easily be shown, and it will be distinctly shown 
in the proposed Inquiry, that they have exer- . 
eised this power to the utmost extent ; and that 
the whole of the inhabitants of these kingdoms, 
high and low, rich and poor, are at this mo- 
ment, as absolute slaves to the arbitrary will of 
our supreme judges, in matters of law, as ever 
the nations of Europe were, in the darkest ages, 
to the arbitrary will of the Pope of Rome, both 
as to religion and law : and that there is not a 
single individual in these united kingdoms, wha 
at this moment can truly say, that he has the 
absolute command over his own property. 

The generality of mankind, knowing that . 
fcey ought to possess an absolute power ovetf 
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<Heif own property^ lUGid act pfciiB?iv«g the «f- 
facts of thiit ioiqu^toiis Bjst^m of commm Uvr^ 
bf which the common trtaaoctioos of faiinkie4 
vnih on^ anotho; »re M ptweot |Mreteiuledil9 b^ 
regulAt^» ftr« i«d b9 ^Ufipo^ tbat th^y ^ actor 
allf pofi^eM ibis power oy^ t(« If th^ jii<}ge9» 
in our dlfifrMt <?ouiib of justiet, w«re bounds 
regulate their judgn^^^^l^ ^ that Atsenaal wrair 
of right aod wr oag, which the QrcMor haft jim^ 
printed upon the minds of alt men, and^ivt 
judgment ^ci^ordi^g to t^kjf end a g(9^ tm^dtnce^ 
a9 16 prescribed in the fimftU debt act; evieiy per** 
son would in that case, m<iat itnqmstiOQabl^ 
possess an absolute comraaiM} ^rer htf own pro- 
perty^ because eveiy mui would theo be xxym^ 
pelkd to fulUil all those moral obiigatioiia, '^ich 
they come uader to one atiOther., ia die com*- 
mon transactions of life. But it has bteao airea^ 
dy noticed, that these judges have aot for ma- 
ny centuries past, beeii in the habit of Kgulat- 
ing their judgments, by this rigbtecwis kw; 
but on Ae contrary, they, like the Pope of Rome, 
asaume to themselves the power^ and are in tho 
constant habk of absolving men from «<»ne part 
or other, of these moral oUigatiojjis, which the^ 
have come under to their neighbour. Covetous 
»iMi9 ^^og this to be the geoeral practice dE 
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these judgps; they are induced to enter into con* 
tracts, with their neighbour, with a pre-deter- 
niined resolution, that they will not fulfil some or 
.other of , the obligations contained in it; trusting 
that, if it shall ever become a question before a 
court of law, th^y will be enabled to prevail with 
the -judges/ to absolve them from these obliga- 
tions. The following e^^ample will be sufficient 
to show, that these judges do exercise this dis- 
pensing' jpower, and that they are in the habit of 
absolving men from the performance- of those 
moral obligations which they have come under 
in their contracts with one another. 

A gentleman in .the South of Scotland, who 
is the principal proprietor of a large .populous 
village, has been in the habit of' granting what 
is termed building leases of small portions of his 
property in that village ; in which leases, the 
tenant becomes bound to erect a house, or 
houses, of certain dimensions, and conformable 
to a plan therein . described ; and after these 
buildings have been so erected, the tenant is 
bound,* by the lease, to keep (hem in good r&- 

-pa^, during the whole cpurse of it, ancj to leave 
them io at the* expiry thereof. These leas^ 
are granted to the ()erson therein named, and (o 

Mi hesrs* ' Bur for' the purpose of preserving 

A a 
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ihe purpose of preventibg ^y improper pers^^ 
fro0i being obtruded *upoa him m a tmsM:^ he 
inserts a ckuae in 9\l ^ifi teaMs^ dedaiarf^ 
That the leuM ehall mot' be ,a«6tgaed )bo 4i^ Oth^r 
|)eriaa without bis looonrkdlge and consjei^L 
iV^^d i<: is firt^or declaredi ia tiheae leaM»^ *ThH 
if the tKsmat s^naU fml in the})«rforinaiice of My 
4of the oUigations v^kh he had o^nie. widar in. 
!^e kase^ t&aC the Itoase «halU in coii$e^tten€» of ^ 
«ttdi failure on ikfi fart of the teiMnt, hecooie 
0udi awl mid; 4nd thift the landlord ehall^ in 
tjiiat case, ham iuU pop^ to dispoee of ^e pro^ 
^eity ia inj other way he pleaMS, as &ee)y as 
if oo such lease had been granted. E^ery ^er* 
;son vrhp is in the halUt of regulating hits coiHiuct 
ia hk trafisactiona with other men^ 'hy that ii>- 
tema) law iof xig^eo|9sni»s which the <>eatQr 
has ifi^Qted i^on his cooscmace, mtiaft ao- 
Imowledge that tfa« last cbute is a mpst ntnr 
jBonable one. JFork ia obvkmdy unssnaonahlie 
cliat mj person, should be hound to taiSl tihe 
obl]^9Etiohs wfaMi be haa comt tudeor, Im ast^ 
coBtract^ if the othor fasty ahaH €ul iathe fWf- 
fonnazK^ * ojf theae^ lObligii^Ma mhkh kji 9kp 
jbaim voder ia i^ oootnot. 

k U <3bTmua, fitmn wkit ^ new bent ilalfel. 
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ifiaf tliis^ gSiittcman, iii^ these leasee which h^ 
granted te his tenaftts^, employect evety lawful 
means to preserve his riatnral power over his 
jjiropertjr : bttt this, ad will appiear from the se- 
i|uel, wtts^ of ao a^aik 

'lliis gentfemari, a good maftry years ago, 
granted ©fife (^ these teases off al part of his pro- , 
petty ia the vMlage before alliided to, to an old 
loam 2Ski his three s6hs, who then carried on 
Ae hWftiifeSs of tanhers; These men became 
beuiid^ coBJimctly afid severally, to pay a cer- 
tain stiputatedrentariiiuaHy, and to fulfil certain 
other obligatioris therefe contained* ^ The sub- 
jects cohtained ih t?his lease, consisted of four, 
dwelling-hottees^ aridf garderis,^ upon the side of 
the priricqwkl street vti the village, arid of a piece 
of grcundf ^^Ich ttf^asf then occupied by them as 
a tmi-yard^ and *in which there were, sk the 
time when the lease was g*antedv about twenty 
ten-pits, tojgether wim a drying-shed^, barfc- 
howe, bafk-mill, &c. ithese tc^riarits became 
H^ui^ tfo ieltoik^.' the wHde 6f the dwelling- 
houses tFpc!>ri the 6ide of the street,' in the man- 
A^r described ih' the lease. They also'beeame 
teound to erect certain additional buildings in" 
flfe tafl-ya*Jd, which was deemed to be necessary 
ft*^ carrymg on the business^ and to keep all^ 
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these buildiags in good repair, during the cHi^ 
rcncy of the. lease, and to leave them so at tho^ 
expiry- of it. 

. In the course of two or three years after this- 
lease was granted, these men having been unfor- 
tunate in their business, became bankrupt* They 
then without the landlord's knowl^ge, and con-; 
sent, and without ever asking his consent, grant- 
ed an assignation of the lease to their cireditors i 
and these creditors in virtue of this^assigna^iop^^^ 
tpok upon them to divide the 'subjects^. ir|to a^' 
many difierent lots as they conceived would be* 
most advantageous for themselves,, making each 
of the dwelling-houses a lot by itself, and the^ 
tan^yard a lot by itself. They divided the rent 
payable for the whole subjeqt also j ;laying such 
a proportion of it upon each of these lots, as 
they deemed, to be most advisable ; and having 
then no prospect of getting any person to pur- 
chase the tan-yard, they laid uearly the whole 
of the rent upon thisiot, fixing* a mere trifle, 
only a shilling or two shillings, iipon, each of 
ihe dwelling-houses, under the ide^? that tl& 
low rent would induce people to purchase them 
at a greater price, ' After making this, division 
of the subjects' contained in the iease, they 
brought the remaining years' of it which were 
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th^n unexpired to sale by public auctiori. The- 
dwflling-houses sol^d very readily,^ and a persoi> 
cast up who purchased the tan-yard also. Upoa 
bearing of this transaction, the prpprietpr caUe4 
these people who had made thie&e parcba^s be^ 
&>re hini ; and inforiped theni, that the assigna-r 
tions wl^ich they had purchased of the lelse of 
these subjeqts, wad not ^valid^ as they hid b^m 
g^ranted without his knowledge or conaent, con-; 
trary to an expre&s st^uj^tion in the lease itself. 
But He told them at the satfie time, that-although- 
they had thus obtruded themselves, upon him 
without his consent, he was nevertheless ^yilling 
to receive them as tenants j provided they 
would connect themselves with him, , and with 
the original lease, by giving' him a cOajimct 
obligation for the p^iym^nt of the, whole rent* 
and for the performance of all the other condi- 
tions therein contained. This obligation they 
refused to grant The person who purchased 
the tauryard became also a bankrupt very soon 
after this transaction, and that part of the sub- 
ject has lain ever since unoccupied and totally 
neglected. These people who had purchased 
the houses, offered to pay the landlord the small 
tsdfle of rent which the creditors of the original 
leases had put upon them ; but this he refused tcy 
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Ab t&ey also fefbsed ^ iih Thi mMt^ r^ 

jpte^ astfd t^Mfy fk«gle6t«^ ttitf ^(iillcfilfgt' an^ 
ttei-fto Wtri^ fwraaie totally rtali^mi Tk€f 
kimHbK^ fiadnig tftiaftht obuld iio« teriftg tlrtoe 

cimM^Bdtelltaifl hit rent freift ffieihy aiid tltat 
ito ^kluig9 tipm Ms ^operty weife teconiie^ 
namrtis^ lfhrodgl^llH9tr rrfraal te ftitiir the- eoa«- 
diliocia' ef ^e }«as6 j he feuad^ it trecesesky at 
last to brkig^ Mil ctGFfti]))ittiit btfote^ the Cowi of 
Sessioii^i dtatifig^ that the defenders had^obtrmfed 
tfaeiki9dve» upon him aa tt^nt9 of the^ stlibjettt^ ' 
ia question, wkhottt hJs* kiiowtedge or eoAtenr^ 
m virttie^ oF an- asaigiKktion^ to a leade granfted \iy^ 
hkn, whicli th^ had purchased from th€ otigi- 
B^ lessees, contrarf to an-expresa edridlti^&rf S* 
*be legse; v«hkh e^ressfy^ deefe^r^; tha^ tlie 
tease could not be assigned M Mtf peKO*!^ wh4rt^" 
ever, without his knowledge an* c6ifteflt. Stat- . 
ing adto^ ihat> these delendei'^ l?efe6ed to pay tihef^ 
rent stipulated in the l^iase, or t^' pb^t him a» 
oWigjfctioft for the payment thereof, and ft)i!^t^e' 
MfilnMnt of the- other ohlig^ti^s- therein (jidfi^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



W3 

«aifi(d4« Std£]»ag Ukewl^e, that iktd ^tenants w€ir^ 
hfivtfkd by tke ' leaae to k^^ all <ebe buildrc^;a 
il|)p^ #i« I»!ec9^i8seft, tQgeth^ with lS^. im-^^f 
^.gogf^ rtpiair dvFing the \vhc4e'.c\!i*xeecy of tbe 
A^ise ; tfaart the ddfeHidfei^ bj ^their n^^ct jto fvd-* 
;61 ^tbU pQixiilion, had ^yiSered l^e wbok <^ <hie 
tan-pits and the buildk^g^ m ihe tao-yard to ^ 
4IQ rfii^i; aQ4 that ^a c<E)ii$equience of their fajlure 
to /^jl&l the eondkions of the 'teaae, k w«s m^ 
'become aufi iMa4 void ;^ md therefore f^a^ilig 
that th€^ lo)rdship$ trofuM ddd^e k to he so, 
i^^ ^uiidiiot&die the f^etitioner t-o ent^r to the 
|)iepo9able p^ssemoQ of the fTemtt^St ^i^ ^ 
Je^d^FS ImbW 9A ^ ^ymsmt qf all tht h;r- 
.j^e jreats ^tjam dii^, a4tdi :al6o in the damiKg^ 
^hi<^ the peKkiOil^ hid liuetMned in hii i^»-i 
^njrf by xkm rcffuaal ^ iWlfil i^ cocidiHofia 
cQfMaioed in the kaae; pr dt jeiat <Hdam d»m 
.to :^ve th« petktonc^ the eos^uiact obiig^tion tt> 
ftt]£l !th« t^igatt<MM eodCtbed in the htaae, 
tri^kh he ^iul ref iikted from them* 

This f^tioAi ais IB usi«t)^ caonj^ he£nr| ^ 

Xrf)rdOftdkKiry^ ii|kMi tbehiUfl^ i<i>frhit i^t^ti^^ 

4l«e <fei/er ifiiii^r.. Hia X^ordi^p^ «ft4r advising 

ti^ smtiwffli {given %i for the ^efender^* ^^ ^^ 

hieariAg (a|{p«t d#»lof iagtwoua pie^tdii^s at the 
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the clause, as contained in the leise, declaring it 
not assignable without the consent of the landlord^ 
and the irritant clause declaring the lease null and 
void upon the tenants failure to fulfil the obli- 
gations therein contained^ not obligatory ' upon 
the tenant ; and therefore refusing that part of 
the prayer of the petition. 

It is obvious, that by this decison, the land- 
lord's power over his property was taken away; 
and that the judge assumed to himself an absolute 
power over it, and dompelled the landlord to re- 
ceive as his tenants, men who had illegally for- 
ced themselves into the possession of a part oi 
-his property, under the pretoice of an a^igna- 
tioa to a lease, in which it was expressly declar- 
ed, that it could not be assigned without his 
knowledge and consent: and men too, who re^ 
fused to pay him the rent specified in this lease, 
or to fulfil the other obligations therein contained* 

After hearing a good deal of additional plead- 
ings upon the last part of tHe petition, in which 
the landlord requires an obligation frotrf the de- 
fenders, tofuffil the conditions of. the lease, tlfe 
Lord Ordinary was pleaded' to pronunce ah Ii>- 
terlocutor upon that point also. But the land- 
lord being diSgatisfied with this interlocutor, car- 
ried the cause from before the Lord OrdigiaiT^ to 
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what is termed the Inner Bbust ; heitig the court, 
in which the whole fifteen judges preside. Th6 
question now before the court was, simply, whe*^ 
ther the assignees to a lease were, or were not 
bound to fulfil the obligations contained in that 
lease; aad, consequently, whether the assignees to . 
the lease in question were, or were not bound to 
grant the obligation demanded by the landlord, 
it might have been reasonably expected, that 
their Lordships would not hesitate a single mo- 
ment to give judgment in this simple question^ 
For it is certiainly exceedingly obvious, that 
every person who takes an assignation to a lease, 
thereby {Places himself precisely in the situation 
of the original lessee ; and, of course, becomes, 
bound to fitlfil all the obligations which the 
original lessee had taken upon himself in that 
lease. But simple as this question appears to 
be, it engaged the attention of the court, and 
exercised the ingenuity of the lawyers, for no 
less thaii eight years- At the end of that pe- 
riod, and after the parties had expiended a sum 
equal to fifty j&j:s tent of the subjects contained 
in the lease, in lai* experices, their Lofdships 
ij^rere pleased to pronounce their final judgment, , 
crdaining the asisignees to give the obligation 
required by the^ landlwd. But in this jvrdg^ 

B b 
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mem they found tlxe laoilorjd o»Jy eotUl^ tp 
recover fram the defenders a pi^rt s>f the fixr 
penQcs which he had hei^n ^pul^^ect^d tp m this 
py:oce5s^ , ^Y this judgn^enjt, t^ Un^loxA ura^ 
clearly dspriy^jj of hi§ p^tur^d powier wer ^mw)^ 
ther part of hjs property, yiz. his inopcy, wlupli 
was extQrtgd froi^ hinj hf th^ ^itthority of th? 
court, yirithout his GQQ£ieat| s^d ag^x>$t his wil]» 
This single jejcftroplp should he sw§icifftt t^ 
convince ajl landed propji^lof^, t^ they do^npt, 
af preseU;!, enjoy that .alvsolwte ccaamf^^ whirf* 
they have heen Jed to beUeve they do pOiss^iBSi 
and which they certai;ily oi)gh^ to ppsft^, over 
their own property ; and that th?y ^irefphjected^ 
at present;, ta ihq a^rbitrary dpB3i*wiQcv of th« 
judges who preside in^the cqwta qf law- 

Some people may Bi^ppQseifthfit ^ is cagHy ti^ 
people in Sjcotlj^nd thaj are suhjfc^:^ to ^is 
ihr^Idom ; but if the acpoiints wiiich ar« giveti 
in the newspapers are tru^ it h pretty ohvipttd^ 
* tha( the landed proprlptprsj^ gnd ev^ other dp^ 
scriptipn of men in Engl^i^dy ar-^ \^ prfK:is^j 
the saxne situation* It is cert^^ly .^^^Y^QK* 
of seriqus inquiry, if the ii^terffflrenqe ^f that 
society of q^en who are hyeid tP Khfi^ Iw^, » thf 
;^roc9edi^g8 pf our diflF^^ covir$» of |^5^QfJ^ 
are not thet c^se oC tha^ p^cr^s^atiofi <^ ji|c^ 
iaent, and of that imi^^efise expence which t)ie 
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rtitin^kHits 6f time l^ngdon^ ar^ noW stklSjm- 
ed Wf b^(»<g fii6y cM d)tam jtistice. 

It ik- alid difi^rving of s^iol!^ consideratidh^ 
^ tfte j^telidiifg^ of 3 iimy^t at th@ bar Cf£ a couit 
df jlii^icej dr" the voluiftihous papers M\^hich they 
^viB ^ td tfcs (jbtlVt,- cm possibly cbhvey any 
ceftMrf kiidWiedge of the truth to tlie fn4nd of 
ttie' jiid^'j^ ^Tiid if t^^e pleaditigs can, at best, 
W cciiibM^rtid ita atiy other light than the bare 
aweitiofr of the paity fbr whoitt they plead. 

if it shall be ifouridi frbm this inquiry, that^ 
tfie&e lei^ii^ gi^ntldmen tir^ really the cause of 
thSf pftJCraStitiadbtt of jtWti<J€f, arid of that enor- 
ti$c^8 ^:^pen'c^ Whkh %e Ihhabltahts of these 
kittgdctos' ar^ sUbje^te^ tOj befoi^ they can db-' 
ain it; and if it shall b^' J^MJnd,^ thalt die eon^' 
fid^nr as^iertioiis' which the^6 teartied gentlemen' 
make at the bsU:' erf" & conrt- of justice, are entitled' 
W nte'ilawSi'6 credili at8d p€rha^ not to so- ihtich, 
m tb«! baf 6 ftss^ifion oi^ thef p^trty fbr Whom 
diey^ pliai; it yH^l be Vety obvioti®, that the id*- 
t6tfer6il(^ of the^ learned' gentleni^n^. in the 
ptoGMAli^ot Hia tmtttS tif jUstic^, not dtUy' 
dSiiltM piOSiKy' dd> aftiy goiodj but that' they are 
tke obvtoitt (i^ttlfe 6^ the nibst seiioiis e^al^. It 
^rt»< iff ^8? cm( W higMj' deserving of the 

^mit t^e^mi tmisdik9!$w^ of the ic^i^iiiQt^ of 
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tliese Idngdoms, if it is not now absolutely tfe^ 
c sary and proper, to enact a law for comprf-^ 
ling every judge in the kingdom to call the 
parties themselves before him in the very first 
instance, in every cause which may be brought 
before him, and to inquire into the truth at the 
mouth of witnesses, or from such other legal 
evidence as may be kid before him, and to give 
judgment in every cause according to equity dfut 
a good conscience^ as is prescribed in the imall" 
debt act. This would immediately abolish that 
iniquitous and undefinable system of common 
law, by v^hich the judgments that iare pro- 
nounced at this time in our courts of justice are 
pretended to be regulated. And as this learned 
society of men could not, in this case, find any 
employment in any of these courts of justice, 
the society itself v^ould be immediately dis* 
solved for want of employment. By the adop- 
tion of this simple and reasonable law, and by 
this simple and rational mode of procedure, it 
is pretty evident, that the judges would be 
enabled to determine twenty^ n^y, probably, a 
hundred questions in the same time, which they 
take to determine one; their time, at present, 
being chiefly occupied in heaifing the Idng 
pleadings, and in reading ther long ps^ers that 
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«*e given In by the^ lawyers employed m the 
cause. And there is little doubt, if this simple 
mode of procedure was adopfed, there would 
not, in a very short time, be one hqlf, or per- 
haps one fourth, part of the causes before any 
of these courts that there are at present. For 
those m^n who are now dispersed over the 
whole kingdom, and who at present subsist by 
contention and strife, having then no pecuniary 
cfbject to serve by it, would not have the same 
inducement to disturb the peace of the society, 
by setting men at variance with one another, 
and would naturally desist from it, 

Jt must not, however, be . presumed from 
w)iat has been said, that the author of these ob- 
servations considers all the members of this 
learned society to be bad mep. 

It has .been akeady observe^, that that pre-# 
tended syistem of common law, and those ini- 
quitous practices which now prevail in all our 
courts of justice, was introduqed into them by 
the Pope of Rome, many centuries ago. The 
present members of tjiis, learned society, were 
introduced jinto it bjr tl^ejr .parents, at a very 
early period of life; and iijany of them, it is 
well known, contrary tp their own inclination: 
.their : parents flatting, thewselves^ no doubt. 
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tbat tbeir son v^oxM not atAy be errabled hy^ 
xtan profemon^ to procure ai decent Kfelihood to 
himself,, but albo, like many other membenr of 
this society, vihom they know,^ obtain a gob^- 
deraUe portion of wedtfa. 

The young man, in order to obtain a pi^er 
knowledge of the la^^, ^^ made to dhidge dlrou^ 
many an irksome uninrelligible volume tktsj- 
has been wrote upon it ; and to wade through 
many volumes of the decisions of our «Upr^nie' 
judges, in order to acqube a knowledge of die 
present law c^ the land: Seeing that these ex- 
travagant demands, which the master undei^ 
whom he studies, makes upon his^ clitots, are 
sanctioned by %the judges in these supremir 
courts, he is led from habk to consider tfe^n^ tO' 
be perfectly lawful} and that he, when he coined - 
te act for himsell*, has a lawful right to db ^e 
same. And' when^^any of these leaned gentkr- 
men are so^formmte as to be ^vanc^^fram the 
hir, to the^^i^r^i^, they are naturally led^ fl'om 
this false system- of edui^on, to bdiev«;> that 
they' are bound! to* observe the> Mtme mode c£ 
procedure^ whidi their predece^cflrs had^e^ta^ 
biisbed: in^ the court* 

The* auihoii of tls^e obdetvations^ has know^i 
and does^ at presignt know, many g^tl^tnen be^ 
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lonpng tp this society, of th« jaott excellent 
ich»vm&c^f 9xid irr^pro9chable; conduct. He 
Jk&owiB matif gentlemen w^bo^ although tfaey livie 
hf th9 pr^^ltioe c^ the l>tr, vn mote anxioua 
to preytcpt J»w-puit$^ th^ to promote them: 
md hfi h vfiy ix>n£i$^t| that thei^eare at diiv 
ti«t0>.a gri^t many gentlen»€ta belo»^i% to thia 
ap^y, whp will he the rery firat to step fpr* 
war4, md give th^ir heljang hand, for the re- 
formatipa erf! pur cp^lXs pf jiurtice j wh^aever an 
c^pprttt nity of doing it $ha|l occur. This, how^ 
j^ver, k mmt be ^qknowkdged, is not the jgene^ 
tal i:ker4ct^ of thi» society of men* 

That the espenee c^^bt^ning justice tn thia 
MQgdixaQi, U ait this time a most intolwahle biu-^ 
d^ )]f>on the society ; too great a part of the 
commiinity have Qcca$t<^ to know too welt 
£r0m wpful »|>erience; Mr. Golquhoun, in 
his book efititied Tkt Police of Landon^ sutes^ 
it as IL fact; that a deit of ten pounds cannot^ 
at pfrese^^ h recovered in England^^ by a regu^ 
lar process of law^ at a less expence than fifty 
founds. This. is tayifrg eiqpisessly, that when 
9ay man pursues another fpr a debt of ten 
pounds, he tnd his opponent must pay to the 
^ifieroAt members of tJils society of lawy«-s, 

'e imm tb# sum before he can obtain jns^ 



/ 
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tice^ This, every person must adrfiivis a most 
intolerable oppression. But oppres^ve as this 
certainly is, the expence of obtaining justice 
before : the supreme court of justice in Scot« 
land, )ieems to be still more so. The authdr of 
these observations had occasion to know the 
particulars of a process before the Court of Ses- 
sion 'betweefi a country banker in his neighbour-^ 
hood, and a fanner who did business with him^ 
about an alleged debt of twenty pounds, which 
was ended about three years ago. In the settle^ 
iBent of their annual accompt, the banker had 
charged the farmer with an article of twenty 
pounds wliich *he said he had paid to him at 
the time stated in his acconipt ; and which the 
farmer as positively denied having ever receiv- 
ed. Being both positive in their opposite as- 
sertions, angry words of course passed bietw^en 
them, and having both of them some money to 
spare, they were advised by their respective 
lawyers, to carry their dispute before the Court 
of SestioTu Before this court they went accor- 
dbagly, to get this dispute settled. As the 
banker had taken no receipt for this payment, 
and could produce no other evidence of it but 
the entry in his own book, it was evideint from 
the very beginning, that the court could €iot 
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possibly settle . this dispute \n any oth^ wa;^. 
^an by cMrdaining the farmer to.- ^ve his oath 
whether he: had, or had not received the money^. 
But this siniple mode ofprocddure, would, have, 
destroyed. the trade of law which is at present' 
carried on in this, and in every other .court o£ 
justice in the jkingdom^ ,, Learned gentlemen^ 
wefe, therefore 'employed on both sides, to plead 
the cause of their respective clients, .at th^ .bar 
of the court; and the judges spent as much 
time as wpuld>haye been necessary for determin- 
ing ten thousand ; similar questions, in hearing 
these ingenioi^s pleadings, and in readuig and 
^considering the. ingenious papers^ which these 
learned gentlemen ^ut into, their haqds. for their 
informatioa* . , The observer omitted to. inquire 
how long: this cause continijed before the court. 
But having had occasidn to be with one of : the 
parties immediately after the cause was decided, 
this gentleman piit into his hand an account of 
the expence of tlii$ process, which>he had,:just 
then received from his ageut ; and from which 
it appeared, that it had cost the parties within a 
raere. trifle of two hundred pou^ida ; being ten 
6hies the sunj for ^hich ^hey had been contendr. 
, ipg. But . the observer has had occasion to . 
know the piarticulars of some processes before 
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this cotot^ and has been inEoimed tff othm xbAt 
have occurred within these Very few years, tiffe 
expences of which have been stSU At6re to<)t^ 
mous. He has been crediUy informed of "A 
process wluch came befidre the Covert dlSessSxfh . 
a few years ago, respecdi% the payment of the 
toil-duty which the keeper bfmie of the tdl-bare 
near Edinbiii^h had deniaaidifd from a pefscAv piir-* 
sing tjirough his toll^ in a uiriage, dii&W)! by 6ti\S 
horse. The toU-ke^er said kbt carrisigie wias ft 
gigy and demanded fouipence ds tli^ tdMttty i 
the gentleman on the other hand infitlted that 
it was a iax-cnrt;^ and refused to pay more thai) 
twopence. For the puipbse isf determitrtttg this 
importaht question, an aj^pikatkm Was r^^A^ m 
the first instimee to the Sheriff, who, aft^r hearings 
no doubt) many mgenidU)^ ptettlidgs at tfab bar 
of his eonrt^ prondunced judgment^ iin^mrg tM6 
carriage to be a gig; and coiis^uenily finding 
that the owner of It ^as Kabie in the payment 
of the duty demanded by the kte^r of the toll-i 
b«. The oWner 6f tte cirriag;^ hot beifig si^ 
tisfied with this decision, caVi^ ihe 't«ise be^- 
fore the Lord Ordiiiair^, in the ^oifter hduSfe of 
the Conn of Sefesion, ^hb, irfler ^hearing th* 
teual pteadiAgs^ prcnOttt»eed aft 1nteriocut<Jr^ 
finding that the carriage was a te«-«**; MsA 
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Cj^|j|esq^«^%, (hj^t; t|)e owner w^ only Uab)^ In 

4he. ff»^l lbi$Ff Tl!^ «>PBQ§i^e PJ^rty l>eing npw 

4i«a^§W ^i|^. his lo^^ip'« initerlpCHtor, thijf 

^0^ a^yisp^ ^q cf^T]^ ^9 quje$tioA l)eifqre the 

^fteeQ j^4g§f i^ t^e itustor i&iO^J4i Their pas^ 

^ions b^ng npw pomp.l^telj roused by- the in- 

^amnprtofy speefi^ $hfl^ were made by their 

*e9p^tiYft plsad?lf» bfife>r^ th^ Sheriff; qnd before 

tfeftLordQ^dinapy* th«y v§r^ thereby coi^plete- 

ly dnU^d* 404 pr€ip^re4 ^V 9. niore serious cool-' 

l»at b«forft flii? wprpm? POurt. Aftey ^i^aring a 

-gr^t 4fi*i pf inggnio,ijs pleadings ?t the bar of 

jtbeir Qpwrt, thw Lordship* were pl^^ed to pro- 

QOUQce jv^dgment in the' <?au$e> in which they 

r^yer^ed Ae tpid Ordip^ry'^ interlpcutor, and 

conlirTOied t\» S^b^rif^ ftsyUng tbe cwriage Jo l?e 

a^(g"' Thw ridicwloAis pcftCf!^, tfe^ pbft^ryer is 

credibly inf(»:med, cost the part}^ ejogaged in 

jl Mwe^ fcrty 9Ad fi^Sy pPw^ds. Being from 

4800 jp fipQQ times ^gjit^. tfean ths adgind 

««in fprwhicb tU^y .cpofeeqid^. 

Uutljioking men 9X9> *pf tP lailgh., aM to 
ni^ke ift » s^Vje?^ c^atnwfisment, when tfeey hear 
of ft^cb ridipjiJipvsprojpcutiotw. '■ 6v".t thpee who 
%Utik 9m<m\Y WIV^ *e subject, ^d h^ye a 
PKPpSf Jeg^d (or th^ Wfilfete and happiness pf 
Ihoir cpuutjyi perceiy§ these things tp.be pf the 
most serious importance to the whole community. 
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Some idea may be formed from the few exam- 
pies which have been stated, what »x immense 
pottion of the national wealth must be annually 
ispent, under the present system of dispetiskig 
justice, in the three united kingdoms, fftr the 
purpose of obtaining it And it maisc ^be de- 
served, that thi^ annusd cxpence, whatevier the 
amount may be, is a positive annual diminution 
of the national stock of wealth; For it is well 
"known, that the labour of these learned gentle- 
nieri, for which it is paid; is akogetl&r unpro- 
iductive to the nation. It does not like the la« 
•t>ou^ which is bestowed dn the cultivation of the 
earth, in the manufacture of its produce for the 
use of man, or in any other useful employment, 
Inak^ an annual return to the nation of the sums 
expended in the purchase of it, with aocuma- 
lated interest. * 

But this expence, great as it certainly must be, 
is only the stnallest part of these evils, Which 
the present mode of administ^ng justice^ his 
introducbd intb Society; - The most serious 
evil consi^s in that tiniversal (fOrruptioh of md- 
ral sentiments which it has oocasioned in the 
minds of the people. ThAt iniqiiitous and uind^ 
finable system of common law, v^hich is now 
lEidminieteredj and those absolutions, wMcfa bur 
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supreme judges are in the habit of giving to men^ 
Irom the performance of those moral obligations, 
which they come under to their neighbours, in 
their common transactions with one another; 
has obyiously a direct tendency to destroy the 
fesLY of God in the minds of men, and to seduce 
and encourage them to disobey his righteous 
law. And that libellous, and defamatory lan- 
guage, which these learned gentlemen, who 
plead at the bar of these courts of justice, are 
permitted to make use of in their pleadings, and 
in the pq>CTS which they give in to the court, 
has as direct a tendency to inflame the minds of 
the parties, and to infuse into them that irrecon- 
cileable hatred, and deep-rooted malice, which 
is the invariable effects of a long and expensive 
process before these courts, which too frequent- 
ly terminates only with their lives, and which 
is sometimes left as a heritage to their children. 

It seems to be very extraordinary, that these 
learned gentlemen should be permitted to utter 
that libellous and defamatory language before a 
court of justice with impunity, which they durst 
hot utter in any pther place, and which, if they 
did, would subject them to severe legal punish- 
ment. 

Some speculative men tell us, that the present 
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expensiT^ mode of d:^taming justice is ben^fici^I 
to the community at Isurge, beoiuse, they say. It 
has a tendency to prevent litigatipn. Hiisse 
speculative gentlemen migbt, however, tell US9 
with the same degree of truth, that it would he 
injurious to the welfare of the state to permit a 
poor loan to obtain justice. 

These speculative men tell us also, and have 
taken much pains to p^suade the rest of mafi- 
kind to believe it to be a truth, that the laws pf 
this kingdom^ and the mode by which they are 
administered, are so equitable and just, that 
they afford the same protection to the poor 
man ia the peaceable possession of bis small pro* 
petty thai they do to the rich. But is thli true ? 
or rather, do pot the facts already sta.ted, afford 
unquestionable evidence, that it is an impudent 
falsehood ? For if it is true, that under the pre^ 
sent mode of administering justice, men are {sub- 
jected to such an enormous expence, how is it 
possible for a pQor man to obtain it ? and what 
' security does the law afford to him, in the peace- 
able possession pf his small property, against the 
attempts of the covetous rich man, who wishes 
to deprive him of it ? 

That description of men whose situation dis- 
ables them &qm purchasing justice at such an 
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enormfius ekpenc^, cdnttitutes hy for ihe ntost 
numerous part of erelry sbciety : iiid it is well 
known^ thkt thetd itfe thousands, nay, probably^ 
millions bf people in these kingdomsi who af6 
dontintiafiy suffeiriixg the loss of some pan or 
oth^ trf their property^ on iccount of their inabi- 
lity ro tarry on a prosectttiort b^efore a court of 
justice fo? the rtscoVery of it. And when they 
are induced to make the attempt, they are gene- 
raily disappointed in their expectations ; afad the 
laWyir, '^hotti they feifoploy to ihafiage their 
business before thfe couit^ t^o freqiietttiy be- 
coitties the spoiler, and apprbpriates the greatest 
part, and frequently the Whole of what ht does 
I'eco'ver, to himfefelf. 

In iEOnfiirniatiOtt of thfe truth of this obfierta- 
tion, the author begs leiVe to state a case Which 
happ6tifed to a servant of his bWn, and which 
h<e knows to ht atl absoluf* fact. This maa 
had save^ a llttte liloney from his ^ages, during 
a pt^ty Ibiig toursfe of sfervice ; part of whicfe 
be had lent -o^t ih stiiall stitn^, i<o ^ir€til of hiH 
atquaintaii€t&s in ^e heighbolarho^j acid, as m 
u«ual^ tcfck their biHs fbt the amount, payabte 
«)»e day aftfer dSt^ toaHiig thfeiti thfereby liabte 
in the ii«erest, as well a* the principal feum, un- 
iXL H ^i^ pM. After sottie years had elapsed^; 
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he was desirous to call in these small debts, and 
place his money upon better security. Several 
of the people who had granted these bills, were 
desirous, under various pretences^ to keep thef^ 
money still in their hands ; and having dekyed 
payment from time to time, the man became 
impatient^ and stated the case to a lawyer in tber 
neighbourhood, who advised him to prosecute 
the debtors before the Sheriff-court. In com** 
pliance with this advice, he pat three of these 
bills, the principal sums therein contained, to- 
gether with the interest then due upon them, 
amounting altogether to within a few shillings 
of ten pounds, into the hands of this lawyer, 
for that purpose, who immediately commenced 
a process before the Sheriff. In this process no 
defence was attempted to be made, and no der 
fence could indeed be made, because the bills 
themselves bare unquestionable evidence that 
the claim was just. The Sheriff, therefore, pro- 
nounced judgment, ordaining the defenders to 
pay the principal sums contained in their respec- 
tive bills, with the interest due thereon, toge- 
ther with one-fifth more, in name of expehces, 
and also the expence of extracting the decreet. 
After gpiiig through the usual ceremony of^ex- 
tfacting the decreet^ and of giving a charge of 
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fkyia^St ttpdh it t& the 4eieDAet$^ the agent ob^ 
tateed piiy^ient iDf the ctebt^ aiad the "vv^hole of 
thi^ «xj^«)^e6 ^Wd^r^d by the "Shmiff^ which 
atnbuiflfed fiow^ dttigether, to iiearly thirteen 
pou&ds. The tMetit Was immiediately informed 
of the decree Whkh had been obt^ned in hi» 
favoifl-j but tiot *b fedon of the recovery of the 
tooiiey* The kWfHir towe^iving that the ex- 
petto^ of ^^c*8s Whfeh th6 Sheriff had or- 
i^kifed %6 be pliid by thi defetiders^ was n6t an 
adequate JAySi'eiA fot Ms troutie in the ma-* 
i:iagement idf this siim{)l6 {Krocess, he deemed it 
prwdeirt to toake but bh a^ooutit against his cli- 
eittj ahd «>^ay hirtsetf out of the money then 
in his hand^« Tte cllttat Was ^ last ordered t6 
call upon hm^, and l^cdive hh ttxoi^y; and 
ktK)Wihg th^t the Sheriff had glwn a decreet 
for the expence of process, as Well as for the 
attiount of tfce debt, h^ nitutally expected to 
ireceitfe hils money ^ith-O^ft dteduction. ^t to 
his great sitt^isfe ami MiOittific^iOii, ih pkc^ (tf 
the ten pounds 'rt^hich he i&itpeeted to reS^eive, a 
long acceuht of law eiit^eftt^s tvii^ fvtt ifitd his 
hands, "t^Mi one jpoUnd ^t&e shiHi^jg^, iats the 
bsdance <jf the aiecountj which, th^ lawyer 
told htto, Wa« thfe wholte bf *be mbiiey due to 
him^ The poor man Wfets, hewister, cbmp^lied 

D d 
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to submit. Against this species of legal rob- 
l>ery there seems to be no law ; or, at leadf, 
none that can be put in execution against these 
legal plunderers. For before any person who 
has suffered this kind of robbery can bring his 
complaint before thfe court, he must, of neces- 
sity, employ some other member of this Veamed 
society to plead his cause against his old lawyer; 
and this subjects him to a new expence : but the' 
lawyer being entitled to plead his own cause, 
can defend himself without being subjected to 
any expence. From this cause, and perhaps 
from some kind of natural fellow-feeling which 
the different members of this learned society 
have for one another, those who have been so 
unwise as to attempt to obtain redress for a 
fraud of this kind, have always found the re- 
medy worse' than the disease; . ' ' 
- It isi however, proper to observe, that the 
lower orders of mankind, when they have any 
disputes with one another, fall almost uniformly 
into the hands of the yoxy worst part of this 
learned society j into the hands of men whom 
few people of respectability vnll employ in the 
management of their concerns ; and who are, on 
that account, compelled to feed ^most entirely 
Vipon the spoils of the poon • 
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The real cause of these intolerable oppressionj^ 
\«^hich the. inhabitants of these kingdoms now. 
suffer, from the present mode of administering 
justice, will be -clearly seen from the foregoing* 
observations. And the different members of our. 
legislative assemblies, will be tber^y enabled to^ 
judge whether the bill now before parliament^* 
-for the purpose of reforming the courts of jus- 
tice in Scotland, is^ or is not, calculated to re- 
move these evijs from. the inhabitants of that 
part of the united kingdom ; and whether the 
proposed increase of the number of judges and* 
of the number of courts, is not more calculated 
to increase those evils, andmake them more. 
iritolerable, than to remove them. ^ . ^ ^ , 

Much sophistical reasoning has been employ- . 
^d by the supporter^^ of this, bill to make tho 
people in Scotland believe,' that the introduction 
jbf the trial by jury in civil questions; in the 
itianner now practised in England, will become 
to .them, the same bulwark against tyranny and 
oppression^ which, they t6ll them, the people in 
England now enjoy. But if the accounts, which 
^\i the editors of the English newspapers give 
us of the proceedings of their courts of justice is 
true, the people in England have certainly little , 
eause to boast of this trial by jury ; ox to de^ 
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pend much upon it^ as a balwadsi agantt tymniiy 
and opression. 

For these newsp^^pers mform w, that, ^h0 
the. cause has been opeoecl aod explalMd hy the 
learned gentleman^ who has been letai^edqia^ 
the part of the prosecutor,, after t^e evideaees 
that have been iMrougbt fbi^wafd bj the tiro par^ 
ties, in support of thfiir re^pectiiRe allegatiDiis^ 
have been examined, and aftpr hearing the inget 
nious pleadmgs of these Ieftm(sd:genitbiojsn upoa 
this evidence, in favour of their respectifre clients, 
the learned judge, then addres^gybg himself to 
the jury, tells them his. own opmion: of th© ini- 
port of the evidence which they ha^ heard, 
and, after giving them thi$ opifgi>a, he states to 
id them the law which is appUiahleto the ques- 
tion before them, and. by which he tf^s* them^ 
they axe bound to r^ulate their y^dict^ But 
seeing that the learned gentkn^tn,^ who plead 
at the bar upon the c^pofdte sides of the que^ion, 
uniformly differ in opinton, respecting the true 
intent and meaning of the law, which the team* 
adjudge has attempted to explain to thimi, bu|: 
of which they themselves can form no optiooAi.; 
they generally consider it to be the safest way 
for th6m to. adopt the opinion of the judges 
and bring in a ver^ct con&rmaUe to that opi^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$05 

niort. But Afe iie,w8p3^r& lOifoFift u«, that tl» 
judge very frequently, after giving the jury his. 
Qpialan, pf the iilipoTt of. the? evidence, an4 of 
th^ }9m hf Vihich, bi^ l^ls thenii t&ey naust re- 
gulate tfeeir judgtneat, j:«quirea them expressly 
tp l}i?t»g ifi arYerdtctcQ^ormableto-^topinioa,, 
^eemia^y yepinifefts of the oath which the jury 
haive; sworn, W giye judgment aocor-ding to: 
equity, and confof mufele to the dictates of their 
Qwa csoia«ciett<s^ej^ ijegardlew of the cjanion of 
aiiy other mBiT^ If tbe^e thipgs which the edi- 
tQiB of the E»gU«h rkgwaplkpers t^I us are truc?,^ 
ynth what degi^eq of ju$tice ean aa Kagjish jury, 
who are themselves laid under this absolute thral- 
4\>m tfi thfi opinion of thie judges, he considered 
^% the giiardians: pf ^e Uherties of their fellow- 
whjectSr ? But even, auppo^ing tbesie juries were 
peifectly released: feom this disgraceful thra:i- 
^Qva^ bM. sufipofiisg them to he ever ao mwh 
^kspjpscd to pi^oflppttnce judgment ac^^rc^g tat 
equity and a good conscience^ in, Cjpn&trrnity t^Q 
their Oath, it is, undw the present constitution 
Qf the« jut ie§,.ohviowly imposrible for them ^vk 
^oit, TJie English juries,^ it is well k|iowni 
are.h0uftd to retura an utmmmou^ verdict; ^nd 
rfttar thef are oncet inclosed, they must remain 
iBKrae,: iHMil t^ey can pre?vail upon each other 
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t6 agree in this unaaimdus verdict; of other- 
wise continue shut up until some or other oF 
them are starved to death. This is surely a 
most unreasonable imposition upon the consci- 
ences of men, who are each of them sworn to 
give their verdict conformable to the itopressioa 
which the evidence that has been laid before 
them may have made upon each of their con- 
sciences. Is not this absolutely compelling those 
individual members df the jury, who happen to 
differ in opinioii from the majority, to act di- 
rectly contrary to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, and, consequently, to become guilty of 
perjury > 

This is the constitution of the juries, which 
the Advocates for Lord Grenville's bill, are at 
this tiine so anxious to impose updn the people 
of Scotland. But these gentlemen may be as- 
sured, that the enlightened conscienci^s of this 
people, will not permit them to submit to such 
an abominable thraldom. 

Every juryman, it is well known, is bound 
by his oath, to make diligent enquiry into the 
truth; and he mus]t, of course, lie under the 
^atne moral obligation, to employ every lawful 
means for the purpose of obtaining that know- 
ledge, knd for the purpose' of retaining it, after 
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after he has. acquired it, upon his mind. For 
the purpose of enabling the jury to retain this 
knowledge of the truth which they had acquired 
from the witpesses that ^ they had examined, it 
was the universal practice in Scotland, until a 
few years past, in all justiciary trials, to cause 
the clerk to take down the evidence in writing, 
ynder the direction of the judge, as it fell from 
the mouth of the witness in his own words. 
Every juryman having the power of correcting 
the judge, and of appealing to th^ witness him- 
self, if they apprehended the judge had commit- 
ted any mistake in dictating the evidence. ..The 
witness after he had finished the whole of hi$ 
evidpnce, was obliged to remain at the bar, until 
he heard this written evidence read qver by the 
clerk, which he had th^ power of correcting, if 
he perceived any part of it to be difF^^rent from 
the evidence which he had given, Aftei?;which 
he was obliged to sign his name upon every 
page of this written evidejjce, in presence of the 
jury, as a testimoi>y to ^hem, that it was truly 
the evidence which he had . delivered. When 
the witnesses were all examined, . this written 
evidence together with the libel, was delivered 
to the jury when they came to be inclosed for 
their consideration, and for the pi^rpose of ena^ 
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bliHg tti«iii to decWe thm verdict agreeable to 
truth aihl A good coni^cieiice. But about tw^ty^ 
four yearB ago, the Lordd of Juftidary in ScM^ 
lainl obtained an Act of Patliam^nt Authorising 
them tt> ^pense with the wHtieii «vid6nee, iii 
feuch cases as Ihey might deem it to be proper j 
and also otdaining them to stoH ^ the wt^ n)w:€ 
Evidence to the jury^ before they were inclo^^ 
' This pretended suHiming up vfthe evidence ^ 4s^ i». 
fact, authorising the judge to imjpose his own 
opinion of the import of the evident* which has 
been delit«red at the bar of the court, upon ih* 
jury. This power whith the jtidjges have ^hu« 
acquired, of Imposing their own opinron upoii 
the jury is Utoquestfonibly itoprope'r^ and ex^ 
^eedingly da^^eroufi to them, as willi be After- 
Wards shown. 

Seeing that our Loixis of Justiciary have^Scfer- 
tised that :disp*ttBit»g power whidi they thufe t?b^ 
tained to its Utinbst ex*ettt, that th^y h^ve hi- 
therto ttfesed e^ery applleMion Which -hAS heen 
made to them by the jury, to cause the tlerfs: of 
^ourt take down the ^vldtrite deliv^ed by the 
Witnesses ih Writing, audt have ittqjosed theii: 
own opinion upon them^ as the impoft of th* 
evideiiice which had heen given at the bar^ th^e 
-author cdf these c^servatidns flatters hifeself that 
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It will not at this time be deemed, by that part ' 
of his fellow-subjects in Scotland, who usually * 
eompose the' jury upon justiciary trials, either 
presumptive or impertinent in him,' to point out 
the legal means which the Almighty has still af-< 
forded them of resisting those shackles which 
are endeavoured to be imposed upon their con- 
sciences, and of securing to themselves and their 
posterity that perfect freedom in matters of cdn- ' 
science, which their forefathers purchased for 
thefm with their blood. 

The right which every individual jurymaji 
in Scotland has to take down the evidence de- 
livered by the witnesses at the bar, in writing, 
and to stop the proceedings of the court, for 
the purpose of obtaining time to write down 
this evidence, is unquestionable. The pen, ink, 
and paper, which ^e uniformly laid down be- 
fore each of them, is a positive acknowledgment 
on the part of*the judge himself of this indivi- 
dual right. ' If they possess this right individu- 
ally, they must necessarily possess it collectively. 
If, therefore, the judge shall, upon an application 
from the jury, still refuse to order the clerk 
of court, to take down the evidence in writ- 
ing, as formerly, it is unquestionably the duty 
pf the jury to exercise that collective right! 

E^e • 
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whfch they posses?, by ^pointing t^p o^ tfee]r 
number, oae to dfctafe t]he e:Ki.4p^<;^ ^p4J^9 
other as clerk, tQ take U dqyrr^ in >{^ii)g. If, 
is theiit; dntj also, to cause th^ witn^s to if^ro^ 
at thjEi b^r until this writtep eyid^qc^ \^ ^e^^ ov§y; 
to hin), apd untjil it is corrected, a^ he s^ail, S^ 
rcct, after wjbich Ije shovild be r^qujir^d tp pi^f. 
his nawe to Wpljf.pag^ of ijt, as a t;ep^raoiij; tft , 
tbein tb?tt it i? tfyif. 

Buf th^fe l^ve beeicn tr2jini?xe|sp iippp^diipoa 
the consciences of jurymen, ii^ 2^11 j}i??jcij|ry tf^s 
in Sjcot|ai}d, of much mpr§ sejiovis in^pprt^np e, 
both to t^^u)^lye§ apjd to the qoimtry, tj^afi ^ye^i 
the vrriw^^ evidence.' ' And, as thes^ t^^mmpls^ 
have bee^r^ impo^d upon the cppspienc^ 9^ 
jurympn fp? a lopg, tUa^ pa|^, and haycj b^ 
come f^ji^iljfjr/ from mere hab^^^ it will rfd/^v^rj^j 
no sn^^ld^gr,?!^^ pC'r^^lut^oij, an^ fprj^lj^^^, ia 
the mpr,e. einright;en0.4 R^ 9^ the jury, to Ijurst 
them asvjnj^^r, a{^> frep t|iLeipse\yq5 ffpi^ ^^^^.j 
sn^re^ /wlficti l\ay;e been tl^fr^bx l^d, tp en^|>, 

It if ^^a\i??t^o;^lX tlje dut^ qf, ^ye^^y, jiffYn 
laap;, l^ipglK)W^4bxlj^%oa^^^>o,a^^^ y^iv 

conscience^ and^ ofcomeqyett(;e^ be is not at liberty 
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^^ tistt)ii Yo tile opiniofis 6f any other meiu Be- 
tiixiie; ff lie 3o lisVeii to any other man's opi- 
Kion:, lie tfief^fey thoWingly an^ wilfully places 
ht^sfelflh tftfe Wiy df" tehijp'tatidti ;^^ h^ thereby 
jgiV^ the^e rtr'en an ojpportutlity of seducing him 
froto iJxe cbiisbientlous ^Ischai-ge of his duty, 
by t&e^e artful s^leches knd sVphistical argu- 
mfefits, \irhlcn thfey ^nipiojr to eradlicate those 
impressions Wh?cfi the te^tim^dny of the witness 
liad' miM npon his ddhscieihce, and to imprint 
the Wry opposite fmprelssio'ns upon ms fnlndi 
aiild Ke is th6rfeby fed tor becoriie guilty of per- 
jtey. V6^ th^se i;iiiipottanl reasons, it is evi- 
dently the duty o¥ thbke men who are called 
iipoh to giv6 jnidgmeiit lipon any of their fellow- 
^uf&j^cts, to rdtlr^ to' the place appointed for 
tKerii, thb inomeht thfe evidence is closed,' and . 
ij^ile the imptes^ibti- which' the testWony of 
thb v^itiiesses hai ifaa^e" lipori their consciences 
is fresh; iiid ^tr6nj|Iy in>pririted uj^bn them ; 
ind th^re, each of tfiem to declare the verdict 
which ms oWA ciOnlci^nce maj dictate to him. ' 
BWt it has hei^flf the ]^ractice & these courts, for 
tiih^ trntH^TiiOn the jury in court, un- 

til the Uirti^d pleader^, on both sides of the 
^iratibia, shku have h^ii aii opportunity of em- 
f loyiiig tfi^e liio^ seducing arid delusive argu- 
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meats, in opposition to each other, for the pur- 
pose of seducing the, jwfy. toipronounce a ver- 
dict conformable to their respective and contra- 
dictory opinions: and, after the minds, of the 
jury have been thus confused by these specious 
and contradictory arguments^ tlie judge steps in 
to finish this scene of iniquity, by what is term- 
ed summing up the ewdence^ and by delivering 
liis own opinion of the import of it« 

Now, let us ask any juryman in Scotland, to 
lay his hand upon his breast, and declare, whe- 
ther he is, or is not able to suffer all this temp- 
tation to violate the oath which he Jias sworn, 
and still retire from the court with the sanae 
simple impression upon his conscience^ that the 
testimony of the witnesses had imprinted upon 
it, when the evidence was closed ? If he cannot 
answer this question . in the affirmative, (and 
where is the man upon the face of the whole 
earth who can do it ?) it is unquestionably his 
duty to use every means in his power to avoid 
the temptation. This can only be done by 
bursting asunder those fetters which the Pope 
of Rome originally imposed upon the consci^- 
#nces of men, by that iniquitous mode of .pro- 
cedure which he established in all our courts of 
justice, and, which have continued to this very 
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That wretched being who Ahall refuse tq giv» 
his assistance for the acGOmplishment of this im« 
portant reformation of our courts of justice^ for 
the purpose of emancipating himself from this 
intellectual slavery, is unworthy to enjoy that 
freedom of conscience which our forefathers, as 
Mras before observed, piurchased for us with their 
blood, at the time of the Reformation, and div« 
ring the reign of James the Second of England. 
* It. now only remains to be shewn by what 
easy means this important reformation of our 
courts of justice may be accomplished, and that 
it is only necessary for the jury to act with firm- 
ness and resolution. 

Having shewn that it is. an indispensable duty 
indurabcnt upon them to retire from th^ court, 
the momen); the evidence is closed, and while 
the testimony of the witnesses is^ in its full force 
upon their consciences, it is only necessary for 
them to represent to the judge, that, having ta- 
ken an oath to give their verdict conformable 
to the impression which the testimqny of the 
witnesses niay have itrade upon their consciences, 
they wish now' to retire^ to make out their ver- 
dict, and to desire him to . give orders to the 
proper oflBicers attending upon the court, to clear 
the way to . them, to the place appcanted for 
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Aefti; It 1§ ttt fee Hd{)&!, te tfias &ri iio 
judgfes hbW jytg^idiflg iii itif bf btir fca,i«S ,^ 
ju8tit&j feitKei- iii Scottand <# m Efigkndi '^fi6 
^iil fgfttor^ W iktvAls stitU i. rea$oJiikb16 a^Hikiid. 
But ^ thU §tiould bi; the case, iHA if tH^ judg§ 
sHotlld fefcill insJit lifjbil tRelr ikm£iiin^ ifi cijafl; 
the Jilfy have cmljr, Iii flfls edsie, to riiakS bfit £ 
mt df the niiiieS bf fhosfe wko compbsfe the jiirjf, 
artd tiiiie feitH p^rstiti Saf; id -v^^iHg; oppb- 
site to' iai hairte, whether the paifittel is ^xi^ty 
c* not guilty^ together ifrUU thi hiffie bf ih% 
piiiaii whom hi Shall |)rop6§fe !d eTt'ct ds^ ffi^Ir 
chShcellof, 6(r fo¥emafl(. Up'oii fbthivlTi^ ihh 
paper, the chancellor will nSttif jrflf ihferfti hts 
Ldi-dshipVfhit the jiiry hdv6 klreiSf def^ifeiAed 
utpttii their verdict,' and thii tliey a'f 6' no^ HMyi 
feif h6f to retir* and make ottt fliei? ■^ifdict iii 
due form', or ieih£ti itf colirt, ilifti! ffif fei^nid 
gentTem^h atod Ms Lofds'hTp hav6^ fimsR^ ilReft' 
sf)eetheis^, as' h6 pl6itse& Th^ objecif of ffieni 
berng thus deteritiined,' ih^ speer^hei wflf, n6 
doubt, fe dispensed With. v 

K is obviously iM)[>6ssib!e far tlr^ jtfdge fe 
pf^veht thd jury fSfoiA 6arryi% tTiis plafh into 
eiicirfioh; By this liieafts \Si6f >)(^ill' be CQabKd 
to Kee^ thiStiiseK^s 6\it 6^ the way 6f tenipta- 
fi<:mt' j^' by this ineatis, and' by th«r oWn 
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fe.a];ed, a, grea^ ^4 tP9 n?#!>;vx o;^ lih^a^ in^ the. 
\i^c*5l4 ^^hf\ b^ing to?; iBfipl^pt ^ gasJg? ug§ of 
t^Q§e ^5^tioj;^al, fojCulitUis, vf^ch th^f, ^bpjg^ty ^% 
b^|p\y.€^^ VP9.Q thf^ ^^'^^^ ^^9^% ^^^^^ff 
sl^j^es, tg p]^ce4?S'eljt and <?u^ppi,. TM^m- v^^On 
l^t 95^.1), a^pt fY^iiy pfiesfi^enj:. aa4 Qugfea^ 

qi^ eyej; iflLfljxiriflkg Y'^bet^r tl^^y ar/9l^un#4 i.a 
rgsiscHij aff4 y^yt^. ftr -"^Q^J 4tt4.2i;e thereby le^tft 

^dfftr ii9j4 P-ersia/if^ ou^bt i^pv^gr to be,al^r«?4, 
Ui^t \% ip t^ y^y. pJjj^fi p£ thesg repparlos, ta 
a[v^ak;a^ tjbejM^^uiijJli^ipg. ^n^n frpf|i tbat; dbpead:; 
fiij Igtjbafgy. ^hi<;b t^^fiy hav^ ^rpught iigoii. 
%iS?gly>§8fl \,0:^w ^%t^e 4fuigfjoi}{i_B^ths, 

fii^hiii l^.dii{?!5%, tp: tl^e, git of et^q^l ^^firupn 
tipnj Tbj^fe v»Rtbinki$itg naeg, \5r.oiil4.^ ^§^1 t»r 
read frequently the par^blg, pf /Af. tfqp^i^t^&It- 
^fS-^^A. ^^ t^P ^pio,Ayybicb,. PPX .S%.vipMr in- 
feiBS u?>. He-. viU . 4pi\o^Q9e, , ^g^ns^ : ^iiiQb. ipn 

T^f«§ ^Bl^iak»>g: m^'?k.v»}U.9p dpj%bt, be. per- 

"kUj&hPCSifi.tdiak $H9 icfe ,«fe l>asi^iig feg© 
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learned pleaders from the bar of our courts of 
justice ; and they will be ready to exclaim, that 
this is directly depriving the pannel of his law- 
ful means of defence, without ever giving them- 
selves the trouble to inquire, whether the means 
,which these learned pleaders employ, for the 
purpose of saving a guilty man from that pu- 
nishment which the kw has ordained to be in- 
flicted upon him for. his crimes, are lawful or 
not. These men do not consider, that that ten-- 
dtr mercy which they are so anxious to show to 
these wicked men who are guilty of transgres- 
sing the laws of their country, is a positive act 
of cruelty done to the righteous part of the comf 
itifinity, who^e lives and property are thereby 
subjected to the lawless cruelty and rapine of 
these wicked men. Neither do these unthink- 
ing mien perceive, that that iniquitous means of 
defence which they are so anxious to preserve 
for the benefit of such unrighteous men, have 
a direct tendency to render the criminal laws of 
t|ie country of no effect. 
• That wicked' men who are in the habit of 
transgressing the laws of their - country, should 
be anxious that these learned gentlemen who 
are now permitted to plead before our criminal 
.^urts of justice, should stUl continue to exercise 
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that Tnfiutn^e which tkey hartf obtiiift^ in tii^st^, 
eoutts is iifo way sarpf f sing, beeailse they ^ave 
t<» freqitently aa dpportonity ef seeing riiBrt 
trhcf wwe clearly eoc^icted of the criiBte of 
wbidi they are acctwed^bf the evJdctoce Irftmght 
before the toxin, saved from the ga%#s b^f^ i* ; 
the jory hating been sedfuced by the /srftfW ad-^ 
dress of these l$aiiied plea^ft, t^ b^in^^ in ^ 
verdict of «*/ g^ityi coimaty to the evidence 
mktch. has bie^ laid btfofe thefm Of this^ #e 
)^d a pretty ttriking example some yea¥s s^e^ 
in the trial of Q^Gonnm and bis gdrtg at Maid^ ^ 
iioM^ But is nDfthibmeaM which tbesfe' learned 
gendemseft empidy to £wve as gmley ma^^i ff6m 
f fakt pilialdhfn:«m which t^e kw ha$ ofdainedfo 
be infKcted isipon him for his d^m^si jctearly an, 
iKilarwftil Mp^ <^ i^ksscB, sec[i)ij^ thar it h;^ a 
dbect tiendency to seduce the jury to violate t%^ 
afiOih wiiicb they have awomy and to proniounce 
% verdkt cboemry to that impr^s^ion Whkh the 
4mdi»tee aPddtt&ed up^d ^^ trM tnay b^ sup^ 
poeed t^ ha^9ie makie ^0i» theii^ coiksciieiices ? 
And' teefefg l*«it k haia the tfffigjct of sci^efempg a 
gaiiey xi^ii from that pum^t^s^nt which the law 
has ordained to be inflicted updn Him, does it 
not in'^ diii sucto case*, refider the criminal laws 
p/t tM# kingd&lih <rf no effect, and encourage 

Iff 



Digitized by VjOOC IC 



218 

wicked men to continue in the practice of wict- 
edness ? But enough has been already said, itt 
our observations upon the present mode of con-f 
ducting trials; by jury in our criminal courts d^ 
justice, to convince any rational mind of the 
absurdity of the arguments which these unthink- 
ing men employ in favour of the practice ^hich 
obtains at present in these courts. 

This learned society of men have, at "some 
period or other, invented another method of 
screening a guilty man from th^ punishment 
ordained by the law ; which, from mere habit, 
and contraiy to reason and common sense, is 
now. universally considered to be the established 
law of England. - It is well known, that if the 
person who writes out the libel against the pri- 
spner shall, either through mi^ake, or wilfully, 
indict the prisoner by a^ wrong name, oir. com*-^ , 
mit any other misnomer in his libel, it matters 
not how atrocious the crime nfay be, or how 
notorious it may be that the {Prisoner at the bar 
committed the crime^ the judge considers him«^ 
sel^ bound, by this pretended lawj to dismiss 
the prisoner instantly from the bar of the courts 
as an innocent man. 

Is not this a perfect mockery |>f justice? . Is 
it not treating thiB laws of the <^olmtry with the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



219 

most' soveteign contempt ? and is it not inYest- 
kig any unprincipled public prosecutor, with the 
same power which the Pope and his ministers 
pretended they w^re invested with ; and ena- 
Uing him to obtain a pardon to any criminal he 
pleases, who will pay him the price which he 
may please to demand for it ? Will any man 
pretend to say, that any misnomer rn the libel 
can place the pannel in a more hazardous situ- 
ution than he would have stood in if no such 
misnomer had been committed ? The witnesses 
who are called to prove the truth of the libel aie 
not brought to the bar of the court to prove 
that it was a person of such or such a name 
wHo committed th-e crime stated in the libel ; 
but to prove that the prisoner standing at the 
bar, by whatever name he may be called, is the 
identical person that committed that crime. 

It is well known that there are many men 
v\rho bear the sa'me name and surname : suppose 
a person who bore the same name with another 
who had commited some atrocious crime, 
-should, by some extraordinary blunder on the 
part of the jpublic prosecutor, to be brought to 
the bar of a court of justice, in place of the per- 
son who had committed the crime, to be tried 
for that crime j and if it appear from the tfestl- 
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tnony of the witnesses, that the prt6§&er at i)^ 
W 18 not the person who committ^ the mm^i 
would he not of course be fom^d by the ver4ic( 
of the jury to be not guilty^ althetigk he bora 
'the $ame uame as the person who cpmrnitte^ 
the crime? 

Seeing then^ z, misnomer in the libd caaaot 
of itself render apy man guihy df a crinie of 
which he is n6t guilty j ought a guilty' man 
who has actually committe4 the cri||\e of which 
he is accused) be flowed to escape the punish- 
;nent which the law has ordained to be inflicted 
vpon him, by such a misnomer? ind is it not 
finally the duty of the judge who presides in 
the <?ourt where any such misnoB^er may* be 
discovered in the libel, to cause the fHroseciilor 
porrept his libel in the face of the cwrt, and^ 
proceed in the trial «& if no ay^h thing h^d 
happened? 

It w*s always the praptiqe in Scotland^ wbw 
any mummr w^s discovered in the ^^\ for 
the pv^blic prosecutor to desert ^ diet)^^ Iqsq, H 
tempore^ as they term it^ and to ap|)ly to the 
j^udges for a neyr w^cant ta con^mit th^ ^rmr 
filer td jail in order to trial »t a fomre day* few- 
the pmpose of giving Wm ti»e^ ^ nmfiwl fc» 
JibeH Thi^^ B^^* of farniality wa^ eefiaiaj^ war 
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oecw^wy. It. would have been mo» proper to 
hiYie ^irwted him to correct his libel in the 
f%w of th« courty aiid to have proceeded with 
tfee trial M they would h^vo done if no such 
f nror liad been- committed. But although it is 
evideatly ^ v^ry unnecessary piece of foi mality, • 
it is not 5wh ^ complete mockery of public jus^ 
tice as th^fwhijch is committed in the. criminal 
ciwirta \r\ EngUrrd^ upon such occasions. 

Bttt from; some things which have recently 
b^^ened, it would s«m, that -our Scots judges 
are now. proposing to introduce this part of the 
l^n^iah law, and this iniquitous practice, into 
our criminal courts of justice in Scotland. For 
only a f^w months ago^ a man having been 
brought to trial before the High Court of Jus* 
ticiary in Scotland, aoniasd of the murder of a 
woman, who it ap^i^ared he' had seduced, and 
who was with chiidl to him at the time ; the 
Kijag^'i Advocate in making out hia libel against 
this main, had, it seems, comniitted a ipisnomer 
ia his deo^aation of the father of^ the deceased; 
having aaUed him either a ^svrighl, when he. 
aught t^. havte. been deaignec| a tailor, or a tai- 
lor,, when he ought to have b^en designed a 
wrigbtk. Thift misnomaer ' was iiot discovered 
until tiiae jury w^ 8woi% and un^til the mother 
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of the deceased was brought into the. court ta 
give her evidence before thein. Upon the dis^ 
covery of this misnomer^ the Edinburgh news- 
papers informed us, that the counsel for the 
prisoner claimed an absolvetor for his client; 
and these papers informed us also, that the 
judges complied with his requisition, and di- 
rected the jury to bring in a verdict of not guilty;. 
and that without suffering them to hear the evi- 
denee, from which alcme they could obtain any 
certain knowledge, whether the pannel was 
guilty or not guilty, of the murder with which 
he stood accused. The same newspapers in- 
formed us, howevet, that the jury were so sub- 
I missive* to this command of the judges, as to 
bring in a verdict of not guilty^ in compliance 
with their orders, without knowing, as was before 
observed, whether the "prisoner was, or .was not 
guilty. 

It would not have been easily supposed, that 
a Scots jury, composed of so many enlightened 
men as are generally chosen to ^t upon these 
justiciary trials in Edinburgh, would have suf- 
fered themselves to be dictated to in t^is arbi- 
trary manner, by any judge. But this furnishes 
us with an example of the extreme danger of su& 
fering any iniquitous practice, however trifling it 
may at first appear to be, into any court of jus- 
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tice. The Scots' juries, having permitted the 
judges to deprive them of the benefit of the 
written evidence, these judges, in consequence 
©f this compliance on the part of the jury, pro- 
ceeded next to lay a restraint upon their liberty 
of conscience, and to seduce them to violate 
' their oath, by imposing their own opinion upon 
them, under the pretence of summing up the evi^ 
dencc. It noyir appears, from the newspaper ac- 
count of this^trial for murder, that the jury who 
sat upon that trial, have suffered these judges to 
proceed to the very utmost extremfe of arbitrary 
power, by returning a verdict of not guillj^ in 
compliance with their commands without any 
sort of evidence whatever. It is only now ne- 
cessary for these judges to persuade all the other 
juries in Scotland to yield them the same servile 
obedience which this Edinburgh jury has done; 
and they will then reign triumphant, and may 
then dispose of the lives and property of all his 
Majesty's subjects in that part of the united king- 
dom, in any way they please. 

It was certainly of no sort of consequence to 
the proper administration of justice, whether 
the father of the person murdered exercised the 
trade of a. wright or of a tailor. It was suffi- 
ment for the jury to know, that the woman 
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named^ m the libel was cerUmily mardered; «id 
that the prisoner standing at tibre bar waa die, 
person accused of that murder. When the jury 
were required by the judge who pireraded in the 
court, to bring in a verdict of noi gaUtf^ on ac-» 
count of this ridicukxis mummrr m the Kbel, it 
was certainly their duty to have toid his Lot d- 
ship^ thai, baring each of them taken soi oath td 
give his verdict conformable to the impreisiom 
which the icitimoMj of the witmudf should makd 
upon bit ouftt conscience^ they neither coui>d nor 
would comply with his Losdsbip's cofnmand^ ; 
and that they neither could nor would pro^ 
nounce any verdicf, until they had heard the 
whole of the evidence, no6 that they would tben 
pronounce a verdict conformable to the dretaiea 
of their own consciences; leaving it to iikm 
Lordships to detenmnev whether they woiafd o$ 
or would not permit the coimcil for the pinnti 
to plead this ridiculora msnomerm hsr of jndg^ 
menL 

The newspapers informed: us, that aiNier sbis 
verdict was pronounced by the jwy, the judl^es, 
in conseq^iBODce of an appKe^aaoo; firon^ tho king'i 
advocate^ granted a new warrant to ioeareeraide 
the prisoner again in the Tolbooth. of £din«^ 
faurgfay ia order to triai for the crime d# whkh 
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he had been now acquUted. It could ndt> sure- 
ly, have been easily believed, that the supreme 
judges of the nation could, for a moment, have 
so far forgot the laws of their country, which it 
was their dnty to administer, as ^o grant such a 
warrant. But the same newspapers informed 
CIS afterwards, that, when the- prisoner was again 
brought before the court, in consequence of this 
new warrant, for die purpose t)f undergoing a 
new trial, their Lordshijps then made the disco- 
vwy, that a person €ould not be tried t^ce for 
4he same crime. And this murderer thereby 
escaped* the punishment which ought to have 
been inflicted upon him for this hoitid crime. 

Having shown the arbitrary power which our 
judges and lawyers have «ow acquired by that 
speculative system of common law, and those 
Iniquitous practices which the Pope of Rome 
introduced iqto all our courts of justice, and 
which are continually increasing in. ms^nitude ; 
it is now deserving of the most serious inquiry 
if these learned gentlemen have not also assum- 
ed to themselves the power of legislation. This 
^11 no doubt appear, to the generality of men in 
these kingdoms, a most extraordinary proposi** 
tion ; because, it is universally believed, that 
there is np man, or any body of men in these 
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kingdoms invested \^ith power to tntkct any law 
for the government of the reabn^ or to CKplain^ 
alter ^ amende or repeal^ any^ law that hat keen en^ 
acted ^ but the king^ lords ^ and commons in parlia^ 
fnent assemble^* But the foUo^ving fects wiH 
shew that the judges and crown lawyers in Scot* 
land have actually assumed to themselves this 
legislative power, and that they are in the con- 
stant habit of explaining, altering, amen(ting^ 
and even of repealing the acts oftbi king^ lardr^ 
and commons in parliament assembled^ at their 
pleasure \ and the records, of the court of justi-^ 
ciary in Scotland, will afford the most untjues^ 
tionable evidence, that die things which will 
noWhe stated are true. 

Can any man who has not some object to 
gain by it, pretend to say, dmt iall the laws which 
have been enacted by the imited parliament of 
England and Scotland since the union of the 
two crowns^ except those which are confined 
w:ithin particular limits, by the express words of 
the act itself, are not intended by the legislature 
to extend ever the whole of the united king-^ 
i^ms ? and is it not obvious that ^very judge m 
Scotland who takes upon hixn to say t&af dssf 
of these British statutes, in which there i3 tto 
Uauae of limitadon, does not extend to Scotknd,^ 
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M$Un(le$ to himself the legislative power of ex^ 
pUiaing the^e laws ? It is, however, an unques-!^ 
tionabte fiaict, and the records of the court of', 
scission and of the court of justiciary will prove 
it to he ^o, that there are a great tiumber of the 
3ritish apts. of parliament, and particularly of 
th^ pe&al statutes, in which there is no cUuse of 
limitation^, which, these judges have taken it 
upon theni to^ay were not meant to esrtend to 
Scotland^ ^ .which, they,., have uniformly re- 
fused to e:(!pcule in that part of the united king-, 
dom» And it is a fact, that there is ao man in 
Scotl^^d whp kctows^ at this day, whether he is, 
or h npt amenable tq any of these law;s that are 
enacted, in which it is not: expressly declared 
that they do extend to Scotland; until these su«. 
preme judges have beea pleased to declare their 
will and pleasure, whether they shall,- or, shall 
not Q^ctend to. that par^ of the united kingdom. . 

This is surely assuming to themselves, not* 
only the pow« of explaining the laws, but of 
evesi repealirng them too, in so far as relatesi to 
Scotland. — -V . ,. . 

Of this a^swnption of legislative power, a few 
examples will now be given.. 

By aB act passed in the 4th of Geo. L inti* 
^ tuled ** An act for enforcing, and making perpe-P 
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^^ tuil, an act of the twelfth yeair of her Isle 
" Majesty, Queen Ann," intituled, " An act 
" for the preserving of all such ships and goods 
*' thereof, which shall happen to be forced a- 
** shore, or stranded upon the coasts of this kiiig- 
" dom, ar hny other of her majesty s dmiinions; 
" and for inflicting the punishment of death on 
" ?Mc\i as shall wilfully burn or destroy ships. 
** It is enacted, if any owner of, or captain, roas- 
" ter, mariner, or other officer, belonging to any 
•' ship, shall wilfully cast away, turA, or other- 
** wise destroy the ship, or direct or procure the 
" samfe to be done, to the prejudice of any per- 
** sons that shall underwrite any policy of imur- 
" ance thereon j or of any merchants that shall 
** load goods thereon, he shall suffer death." 

As the act of the 12th Queen Ann, is express- 
ly declared to exterid to the ivhgle of her majesty s 
dominions^ thefe can surely be no question thait 
the act of the 4th Geo. !• which was enacted for 
the express purpose of enforcing the act of 
queen Ann, arid for rendering it perpetual, must 
also extend, not only to Scotland, but to every 
other part bf his Majesty's dominions also. 

Another act passed in the 1 1th Geo. I. for 
enforcing aind explaining the former act. In 
this second act^ the enacting^dause descriUng 
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the crime, and the punishment ordained to he 
inflicted upon those who shall be guilty of it, 
is a mere repetition of the former act already 
recited; andas.it is not declared in this last 
SkCtjJbat it shall not extend to Scotland^ it must 
necessarily be understood to extend to Scotland 
also. 

But in the year 1751 a man of the name of 
Lampro was indicted upon these acts, and 
brought to trii^l before the judge admiral in the 
high court of admiralty in Scotland. When the 
judge' admiral in his interlocutor upon the rele- 
vancy of the libel, found that these acts of th6 
4th and 11th of Geo. I. did not extend to Scot-' 
land^ and therefore refused to, try. him upon 
them. 

In the year 1784, two other men, named John 
Maciver, and Arch. Macallum, being accused 
of coijimitting the same crime, were indicted 
upon these acts, and brought to trial before the 
same court, but before a different judge admiral 
than the one who presided in that court upon the 
trial of Lampro^ The council for the prisoners 
in their pleadings agsunst the relevancy of. the 
libel, stated the decision given by the formet 
judge admiral in the case of Lampro, as a case 
in point. Thejudge who then presided in this ' 
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court bciagy however, of a different opinion 
from fai8 predecessor; prooounced aa interlo- 
cutor, finding that the acts of the 4th and 1 1th 
of Geo* I. did extend to Scotland. The public: 
prosecutor having restricted the whole of his 
libel to an arbitrary punishment ; the trial went 
on, and the judge pronounced judgment upon 
the prisoners. Against this sentence the priso- 
ners presented a hill of suspension to the court 
of justiciary; upon which, this supreme court 
pronounced the following judgment; *' Find 
** the statutes of the 4th and Uth of Geo, L 
^* libelled on, do not extend to Scotland ; but find 
*' that the libel as laid upon the common law, 
** was relevant to infer the puniahment ordained 
" to be inflicted upon the prisoners, by the judg- 
^' ment of the judge admirah" 

It is evident that in this judgment pronounc- 
ed by the Lords of justiciary, these judges have 
act only assumed to themselves the legislative 
power of c^cplaining the laws enacted by rhe 
king, lords, and commons of Great Britain, in , 
parliament assembled ; but that they have also 
arrogated to themselves the power of repealing 
these laws^ in so far as respects Scotkmd, find^ 
ing that his Majesty's subjects in that part oi 
the uuited kingdom are not amenable to them. 
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H6us6^brea1cing, attended witli theft, ia* it is 
well knowft^ ^ capital crime* And the legisla- 
tm^ has c^daiiked, that all these who are guilty 
of this crfttie^ shall suffer death. But this pu- 
hishmeiift is btit very seldom infficted upon those 
who ate convicted of this crime in Scotland, of 
which the records of the circuit courts of justi- 
ciary Mrill i^fFord ample testimony. The King's 
Advocate it seemsj still possesses officially, some 
portion ' of that dispensing power with which 
certain ofiicial members of this learned society 
was originally invested with by the Pope of 
Rome. ' And, when any part of the statuary 
punishment is proposed to be dispensed with, as 
a matter of grace and favour to any criminal in 
Scotland, the concurrence of this oflScer, is, it 
seems necessary, to enable the judge to bestow 
thift act of grace upon the prisoner; and a par- 
ticular mo^de of trial invented for the purpose, 
is, it seems, necessary to be observed. 

Thef publk prosecutor makes out his libel 
idgainst the prisoner in the usual stile, stating the 
ttitste which he has committed, and concluding 
for the §tatu2ffy punishment. After the jury 
are swc^rd, the libel is read over as usual, and 
the prisbtter is^ called upon, as usual, to say. 
Whether fie 'is gvjStty or not guilty. When he. 
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in obedience to the instructiona which he had 
previously received from his . counsel, pleads 
guilty. Upon this, the public prosecutor rises^ 
and informs the judge, that, in consideration of 
the prisoner's candid acknowledgfnent of the 
crime which he has committed, and on accoUnc 
of other circumstances, he restricts his libel to 
an arbitrary punishment ; that is, to any punish- 
ment which the judge may be pleased to inflict 
upon him, except death. Upon this the judge^ 
addressing himself to the prisoner, praises the 
lenity which his Majesty's Advocate has ex^cised 
towards him, in thus restricting his libel, whose 
power to do so he does not presume to call in ques- 
tion ; he tells him if the libel had not been thus re- 
^stricted, and if the crime with which he is charged, 
had been J)roved to the satisfaction of the jury, he 
must of necessity have pronounced sentence of 
death upon him. The jury are then directed to 
retire and make out their verdict, which, in 
consequence of the prisoner's Judicial confes- 
sion, can be no other than guilty. This verdict 
being returned, the judge proceeds to pronounce 
judgment. If the theft which he has commit- 
ted is of considerable value, he will perhaps 
banish him to his Majesty's plantations aln-oad 
fcr a certain number of years, and sometimes 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



238 

from Scotland only. This last ptmishmei* i$ 
truly a farcical one. The thief is by this judg- 
ement permitted to cifoss the Tweed, or any 
other part of the Ijoundary between the two 
united kingdoms, and prosecute his usual depre- 
dations upon his Majesty's English subjects, un- 
.til he meets therei at last, with that punishment 
which his crimes desjervei and which ought to 
have been inflicted upon him in Scotland. ' And 
thus ends this farcical trial. * 

Here we see the judge, and the crown law- 
yet, conjunctly, exercising the legislative power 
of altering and amending the laws enacted by the 
King^ Lords ^ and Common Sj in parliament assett^ 
bled. ^ . 

But the following example of the legislative 
powers which the judges and crown lawyers in 
Scotland have assumed to themselves, and which 
is the last that will be given at this time, i& the 
most extraordinary of all. 

It is well knpwn to all, men in this kingdom, 
that, both by the laws of God ahd man, every 
person who is guilty . oi taking away the life 
of any of his fellow-creatures, deliberately and 
wickedly. Is ordained to" suffer death ; this being 

♦ Sec Records of the Court of Justiciary at Dumfrie4 
April, 1S03, and at Edinliurgh, 21 July, 1807. . 

H h 
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%\^ im\f itdaeiMlit that can rposdbljr be m»^ 
f<K tbaithortid ertme. ^ 

' tChild-mufder, oommitted by the umatu- 
waI parent) b certdinly the most 'bocrid species 
pf ChUi crme. By an act passed ipt -the S^^ete 
.'parliatoe^y tGSd, commonly called Jdiftg WH^ 
^iiam/ 4icU it is dsdai&ed, that ^^ ai^ woman 
^^ who ehall conceal her Jprc^haapy, during its 
' ^^ whole €0ui3S$, land :ihall' not call for^ or make 
^' use of, helpi at the bbth, is to be rq^tsted the 
*^ murdi^t^i:, i£ thechHd'be dead or misffin^^ 

'Buty in utitei: cbintempt both of the laws of 
<^od ^nd vman, the records of the court of justU 
eiary iwill bear ample testimony, that aithoi^h 
there i? scarcely a year passes in which one of 
jQ^re of such muiderers are not brought brfore 
the circuit : courts pf ju^cjary, in some ipart of 
liScotlaod, yetit is an unquestiOsn^etiiGdh, tibat 
ithere )ias not a single perapn m Scotland .suf^^ 
fered the punishment j(^ death for this cnme^fbr 
thirty years past,* oar, in Isict, any pumthment 
^t idH The-faircical mode «f jiroqedurs which 
Is obfeerred in these pretended 4±ials vis eue)ita 
ilaring insult to pidiUc justice, andtsiich>a daring 
afisudttiptien qf arl^trary power, that it eeeiM 

• 8cc Rfcorda (if Gbiirt of Jiuticiafyi Aobi Ac yctr If 80 
to 1807. ..• — -^ •».''?.: ^ '• "'' 
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(hei notice of the legiriature of these kingdoitiA 
fi)iv so long a peribd: 

Ih tJies^vSham trkls {hr^cbild^murderi the littel 
ife foundferf upbft these Statutes whith have he€ri 
enacted for the punishment of* those who are 
gtiitrf ctf this crime, and particularly upon Khi^ 
Wilimrf^siActi before rfectted; drtd condu:des fbt 
the infliction' of the Statuary- punishmenti Btit 
the bu^ihesl having bteen preyiouslj^ §ettled'be- 
tween the counsel* for the prisonei^ the; king's 
counsel, and the jlrdgey the prtis6ner, v^hen she 
is arraigned at the bar of the courts pleads mt, 
giiHty. She then* presents* a written petition id 
the judgi&i which had been pteviously prepared 
hjr her counsel*; in which she states, that al-- 
though* she is perfectly inttocent of the crime of 
which' she^iis aecused^, yet, on account of the un- 
fkvouxiable impressions which have been* unjttst- 
ly in&sed imo the mlnd^ of her fritendis and- 
ilc5gHbout8,8h%' finds that' she can live no longer;; 
with any degree of comfcrft, in her own natrve 
cottntryi and- thferefore priys his Lordship, that 
he wilT-be pleased to pronounce jtKlgmenti or4 
dinllhg hereto banish, herself forth of Scotland 
for life, A^ter thi^ petition has been read over 
By the clerk^ the king's counsel ris6s, and ia- 
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forms the judge, that he eonsjents to the prayer 
of this petition. This concurrence on the part 
of the king's advocate is sufficient, it seems, to 
invest the judge with power to dispense with 
the trial altogether ; and, in consequeiice, with- 
out calling a single witness to the bar, to prove 
whether the prisoner is guilty or not guilty of 
the crime of which she is accused; and, of 
course, without permitting the jury to pro- 
nounce any verdict whatever, he proceeds to 
pronounce judgment in terms of the prayer of 
her petition, ordaining her to banub herself 
forth of Scotland for life. * 

Does not the judges and the king's advocate, 
in these cases, assume to themselves the Ugisla* 
tive power of repealing the acts of the British 
legislature against cbild'-murder in Scotland^ and^ 
inforce a law of their own enactment upon the 
inhabitants of that part of the united kingdom f 
And have they not also, by their own power 
alone, abolished the trial by jury, in Scotland, 
in all cases of child-murder? 
v~ But this punishment, farcical as it is^ jis sel-? 
clom^ if ever, inflicted upon the murderer^ Un- 
der the pretence of giving her time to prepare 

* See Recoi-ds of the Circtiit Court of Jttstkkuy^ at Glas- 
gow, May, lSp4u 
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-hefself for this, pretended banishment to Eiig-v. 
land, she is allowed to go hdme to her friends 
fat ten days or a fortnight, and no further no- 
tice is eyer taken of her. 

It does not appear that the Ekiglish judges 
and crownJawyers have yet assumed to them- 
selves the power qf expressly repealing the acts 
of the British legislature; birt if we may believe 
the accounts that are given in the English news- 
papers, of the proceedings in their Courts of jus- 
tice^ they seem to be very much in the habit of 
assuming jtP themselves the legislative power of 
explaining and amending these laws, and parti- 
cularly the revenue-laws. 

Having shewn the grievous oppression which 
the inhabitants of these kingdoms are at present 
subjected to, by those iniquitous practices tl .' 
were originally introduced into all our courts 
justice, by the Pope of Rome and his agents, 
and by the arbitrary dominion which the judges 
who preside in these courts have thereby ac- 
quired — ^it is now proper to shew, by what 
fi^eans those evils, as well asrthirt^grievpus op- 
pressipn which the poor^aws have brought up+ 
p& the country, may be removed; 

. The means of obtaining these desirable and 
important objects are. simple and easy. It is 
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mAj necessary for thi* ipisrposB^ ttat^e iBfiari; 
ent ranks of the lanckd proprietors in the thr^tt 
united kingdoms shodld be^ invjesltd^ widiJ \^ 
Same power in the government of the counti^^ 
and in the administration of th^ latw which 
tliey enjoyed under that divine^ systete of gl>- 
iremment which the Alnaighty establirfied' i* 
England, during, the reign oi jiifred^tbc Gr^at^ 

It will be seen in Henry's History of Bri*^ 
tain,* that undtr^ that divine system iof>gOva5|tit 
menty there were a regular chain of ' governing 
powers established in, every metidier: of the 
state, advancing gradually in pow^r and: d^ity^ 
from the father of a fanuly^ tathe kihg upon 
the throne } and that these natttml gov^ermng 
powers, or magistrates, vrere thocie Itoded^pro^ 
prietors.who possessed) the clnef^ ppwer^ ot; Ja<^ 
fiuencein that particulaar. member of; the ttate 
which, was placed under his authority^ 

Tt appears that each of these magistrate^ had 
his own court of justice in whicb» he preside 
for the adijiiuistration of justice:wkhin-his^w|i 
district;, and that the constitttent mei%t)€9^s*'0f 
thesefCDortsJof justice^, or xh^Juryi by wlw^se ver^ 
diet every .question that- came bl[£5i)^the^ court 
was determined,, v^n^re: that partlot^t^i ciass of 

*Scc Vdumc sa, Boofc 8. Chap. S. § i. 
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landed proprietors whose natural power and in- 
fluence in the stote corresponded to the power 
and dignity of the court which they composed. 
So many ..faniilies being united together, and 
formed into what may be termed, one complete 
whok, by the influence of its own natural head 
vr tttbing-man^ constituted what was called the 
thbing^ourt. This was the lowest court of jus- 
tice in the kingdom. In this court, all the pet- 
ty questions which arose between the different 
mend^ers of the tithing, wer^ determined. A 
certain number of these tithings being again uni- . 
ted together, and formed into a greater whole, 
under its own natural head, or bundredarjy 
fomed that district, or division of a shire or 
county, which was called ^hundred. As the 
hundredary was a magistrate superior in dignity 
to the tithing-inan, the hundred couit in which 
he presided was also invested with a superior 
degree of power over all the- members of the 
)iundred; To this court, those who were dissa- 
tisfied with the judgmenlis pronounced in the 
titfadug^ourts might appeal ; and it appears that 
this court was invested with power to take cog- 
nizance pf all questions, both civil and criminal^ 
that occurred within the hundred \ except these 
ifLtrocioiisx|imQ$ which inferred death orila^fery. 
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A certain number of these hundreds hAn^ 
again united together and formed into a still 
greater whole, uader the authority of a still more 
powerful head, constituted a sbire^ or county. 
This was one of^ the greatest members in the 
state. The magistrate who presided in the 
county court, was termed the alderman of the 
sbire^ now the lord lieutenant. This magistrate 
was always a person of the, highest dignity and 
power in the county over which he presided} 
and as his duty as a commander in the army, 
and his necessary attendance upon the court, 
rcndMed, it impossible for him to be always pre* 
iicat in the court in which he was appointed to 
•preside, he was permitted to appoint. a deputy, 
called the ihire grieve^ now the vice lieutenant^ 
v>rho presided in the court in his absence, and 
became his assessor when present. As this was 
the supreme court of justice in the county it 
was invested with power, not only to give judg- 
ment in all appeals from the inferioi' courts, but 
also in all cases both civil and criminal, that oc- 
curred within the county. As each of these 
shires or counties, with the alderman or lord 
lieutenant at its head, fprmed the different great 
memlDers of the state, corcqual in dignity and 
pcxw^y ; th^se b^ing again united together, and 
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formed into one complete wKole, by the supreroti 
influence of the sovereign, the supreme magis- 
trate in the society ; this great whole, constitut- 
ed that great member of the general society of 
mankind, which is termed a kingdom or empire. 

By this union of the great members of the 
state into one complete whole, or unit, a su- 
preme court of justice was formed for the whole 
kingdom, which was called the king s courts now 
the House of Peers. In this supreme court the 
king presided, either personally,, or by his de- 
puty, who was called xhQ alderman of all Eng- 
landj now the lord chancellor ; to this supreme 
court, all those who deemed themselves injured 
T>y the judgment pronounced in the different^ 
county courts might appeal. 

The witenagemotj or great national council,, 
which was composed of all the landed proprie- 
tors of the kingdom, possessed of the necessary 
qualifications, s^eems to have been convened by 
the king occasionally, for legislative purposes 
only. 

Tliis is the constitution of that gOvernmeiit 
which the Almighty established in England dur- 
ing the reign of Alfred the Great. In the pro- 
posed Inquiry into the Origin of Government and 
LaWy it will be clearly shown, that the plan. 

li 
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upoa which this divifi? ^y^9m of governmeat 
is formed, is precisely tb^ sam? i^ that ^poi^ 
.which all nature is built ; an4 th^t it is akp i 
perfect copy of that system which the Creator 
himself established at the very creation of thf 
wQrW, for the government of all hia works. 

But although the ancient history of Kngland 
gives us this clear vi^w of the constitution of that 
government which was established there, by 
Mfied the Great X it is so much b^qnded with 
the corruptipi;is that were afterwards gradually, 
and, perhaps, imperceptibly introduced, that w^ 
have at this time no clear knowledge of the 
particular qualifications that were necessary tQ 
qualify the different ranks of xQen to sit as the 
constituent members or juryman in these dif- 
ferent courts of justice, We have, however, 
good reason to believe, that the rank and dignit^ 
of the coiistituent members qf thes« diflfereat 
courts of justice, was always conformable to the^ 
power and authority of that particular court 
which they composed ; and as this is a perfect 
fopy of the constitution of tjie governiment of 
mature Itself, it will be found from the proposed 
Inquiry before alluded to, that k mu$t of i^ecesr 
^ty have been so. , 

That t^e natural couns. of justice, as esUl^ 
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lished hf Alfred the Great, were the true origin 
of the trial by jury in England, sterns to be ifn- 
qtttstiOftable. But we find that thejr were c6in- 
po^ of ^ Tetf superior description of men to 
those who now compose the Eiigiish juries in/ 
thfei^ diflferfent courts of justice. These ancient 
juries werej indeed, an ihvulnerable bulwark 
against all tyranny and oppression ; fot as no 
Uw could be enacted by the king, without the 
consent of th« principal landed proprietors, or 
natural heads of the people, and, as the different 
ranks of khded proprietors were tbemsfeivfes th«^ 
executors Of these laws, it is obviously impos- 
sible that any kind of tyranny or oppression 
could exis^ uindet thb divine system of govern- 
ihtent. 

That these attctfeiit juiynierri were bound to 
pronounce judgment conformable to that natural 
law, or intuitive knowledge of right and vrtong^ 
'^hich the Creator has wrote upon the minds of 
all mfeh; o<^, in other -wordsy according to tqttitj 
and a good consckficej is exceedingly evident 
from the oath Which they were obliged to swear,* 
vi±. ** Thdt they would' condemn no innocent 
*^ persoiij noir suffer any guilty man to escipfe." 

ITie fbtto of pt'ocedure in these courts was 
j^iselj^ the samfe as that which the AlmigKt/ 
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himself prescribed for the adnKinistration 6f jus- 
tice, and also precisely the same as that which 
ibe legislature of these kingdoms has prescribed- 
for the €mall^ebt courts in Scotland,* — The cause 
of both parties were brought before the judges*; 
and, ajier bearing the parties^ and the witnesses 
on both slides ^ the ca\jse was determined by 'the 
'Uotes of the whole assembly. "We find that the 
magistrate who presided in these differettt courts^ 
of justice, wa& not permitted to give jwiy vote 
or opinion in any cause that come beforethe 
court ; he had only a right t4i collect the votes^ 
and to carry the 'uerdict of the Jury into execution^ 
Every man who attentively and candidly con- 
$iiders this divine system of government that was 
established in England in the reign of Alfred the 
(S^reat, must perceive that the perfect re-cstablish- 
itient of it, Would not only immediately relieve the 
hatioafrom that grievousr thraldom and oppreS- 
{^ion which it now suffers from the courts of 
law, but also of that grievdus burden which the 
poor4aws have brought upon every part of Eng- 
land, and upon sOme parts- of Scotland. 
• It is- only necessary to consider the constitu- 
tion of the lowest member of the state umier 
this divine government, viz. the tithutg^ to per-* 
mivQ that it; would immediately reader the 
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poor-laws altogether unnecessary. It is^' how- 
ever, proper to . deserve, that in the present state 
of the society, every tithing ought to consist of» 
at least, one whole parish. 
• ** One of the lowest neiagistrates among the 
Anglo-Saxons was called the borsbolder^ or 
titbing^man^ whose authority extended only 
over one free biirgh, tithing, or decennary, 
consisting of ten families. Every freeman 
*^ who wished to enjoy the protection of the 
*? lawsi and not to be treated as a vagabond, 
*• was linder a necessity of being admitted a 
**' member of the tithing where hertind his fami- 
** ly resided ; and in order to obtain this admis- 
" §ion, it was as necessary for him to maintain 
^ a good reputation, because all the members of 
** each tithing being mutual pledges and suretifesr 
" for each other, and the whole tithing sureties' 
*' to the king, for the good behaviour » of all iXs 
** members, they were cautious of admitting- 
" any into their society who were of bad or 
** doubtful characters."* 
, " A tithing was sometimes called a.rieiglv- 
*^ boursbip, and its members the neighbours^ 
^ who were strongly attached to each other^s 
^ interest, and frequently united by the ties of 
♦Hairy*s History,; Vol. lU. pages 333^ '334^. 
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•* bloocL The ncighbdurs ibuj^t in one laihtA 
^ in the day of battle, and often ate at one table 
•* in the days of peace^ If any quarfel happen- 
^ ed at the Common table of the neighbounhipi 
*• a severe fine Tiras p&id by him Mrho was to 
** blame. K one of the iteighboiirs was wninged, ' 
^ all the rest assisted to procure redress ; if on^^ 
^ sustained a loss by fire^ the death of cattle^ oi^ 
** any Other accident^ all the refet comnbuted to* 
*' repair the Idss ; ifMeoftbt ncigbbMrs became 
** poar^ tbe rat supported him ; all tbe neigh- 
^* botn^s attended all the funerals, marria^es^ &nd 
^^ festivals of the neighbourship ; and^ finally^ if 
" one of the neighbours, or membert of a tith- 
" ing, behaved ill, he was solemnly ejLpelled 
^ the society, which was one of the greatest dis-* 
^ graces and calamities in Which a mafi could' 
** be involved : from that moment? he sust^dhed 
** a loss of character, became an outlaw and va- 
^ gabond, and was exposed to %^ thousand in-' 
*♦ suits." 

We shall conclude this quota^on with thfe' 
very just remark that out author makes Upon it* 
He says, 

" It doth not seem tb be possible for human 
^ vrtsdom to contrive a political arrangement^ 
^ mone admirably adapted than* this Was, for 
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^ pfMPLOting the peace md good oydw of -oor 
?' ciety* We ne^d iK>t» therefor^^ be surprised 
^^ to he^r of the prodigious effects it is said to 
>^ b^ve prpduced, whea it w^s fully establishedt 
^^ aad strictly ei^ecuted^ in the reign of Alfred 
*^ the Gr«^t» By fkh mass (says Ingulpbus) sq 
^* profQunda trai^uUHtyy and'sucb pevhct security^ 
f * ^ere established over all the land^ that if a trar. 
*' viller lefty or lost^ ever so great a sum of money 
^* in the ^penf^lds ar highways y be woj sure of 
^^ finding \t neift mornings or even a month afUr^ 
*' ensife and untou^bed^^ * • 

Js it poftsihlf for hurpan wigdom to devise 9. 
system of government so adoairably fitted fcnr 
the general defence of the nation^^ against th^ 
invasion of foreign f neniies^ or foe suppressing 
iuternal commotioniS^^s that dlyine systeni which 
was established in England in the reign of Al^ 
fired the Great \ Like that divine system of gor 
vernment which the Almighty established in Isr 
rael in tl^e reign of David, the natural heads of 
the people were appointed to be the leaders of 
the army ia tioi^ of war^^ » well as their judges 
in tirn^ of peace. Is it possible for humau wisn 
dam tQ coi;itrive.a pUn so perfectly calculated to 
vmte ai natiioc^ tQgethej^ intQ one body for its 
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common defence as this is ? Under this system, 
of government, every tBan knows and is inti- 
mately acquainted with the leader; whose com- 
mands he is bound to obey ; and if these leaderd 
are properly chosen, they will be the very men 
on whom he is disposed to place the most con- 
fidence, and to whose authority he is naturally^ 
disposed to yield a cheerful and ready obedi- 
ence,' ^ ' 

It is now proposed as a part of the plan for 
the general defence of the natioit at this critical 
period, to raise a militia force in every county 
of the kingdom. This xve cannot hesitate to 
say, is a wise measure, because we see it is per- 
fectly founded upon the divine govern»eat* 
But ought not those natural heads of the people, 
-who will, it is to be hoped, ere long become 
their judges, to be appointed as the leaders of 
these different parts of the national army ? The 
1-ords Lieutenants of the difFerecft couuties are- 
unquestionably the patural heads of the different 
counties, and as such ought certainly to be in- 
vested with the supreme command of all. the 
forces raised in the county.- These natural, 
heads of the people being all united together un- 
der the .authority of the King, will form alto^ 
gether the great national army. And with such 
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z-^^ai^ iif i$1^t^i M die 1>l^^ag; of fhd 
Aldliglltf}^ WW'h^e We foi fett &Qm lordgni 

Having shown the thrakb)^ s(h^ €fppt€9i9kyk 
#l^b llM ilHuiMtam^ cif thesfe kihig^nstsr are 
h€f^ subjcMttedf to^ hj^ IKaf ^MclefifiaMe ^stem 
(^hy» w^cfc the Fo^ ef <l<iilie tiflgift^tlfy ki^ 
frodteedi and whieh k still aidi^inkter^^ ftiic} 
by thete Irikjmtcfus piadficesF wllitifc wetcf fhetfefey 
IdttoAKed, an^ ^kh atlSH^ pfev^a9^ kt' all' our 
MMxtB ei yek^te; aUd B^vln^ atlso^ shown i!ke 
povfw^hiehi^ aWsfent I'ai^^s of kade^ pf^ 
|)Wtetort ^ England {)o»si^8fetfiA tile gov^immeftt 
## tl» countrjr, ancf inr the admwSs^adfoiieof the 
law, daWng the reign of Alfred the Great, it 
fiow ontf pkmslki^ to- shotr bf vi^at means thef 
fewded p«){irictof8f b? die^ Mngdom weredeptW- 
«d of thss pdw€» m tKe go^e^nmetit o^iP, whi^ 
UNir Ibi^i^g^ifeps^ enjoyed. It mnk aot,' how^ 
#r«f , he e3£p€^ed tl^t the patlknlat' meana 
"M^h vre^ emf>loyed td- depnve- Aem oi this 
|)«^«i; pan a« ^Ikt tkite be c^ii^fely detailed/ 
Th^ progf^ of evft ki the wor(4 a^r well as the 
timgd^ (f God^ may bfe jtwtly' compared to a 
gfimrfmusfyird seeA We know ftom the^ his^ 
•»y of maa^kiohad, thaiTit has been always^ exceed^' 
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Ibgly AnsM in the beginning, and that k has in^^ 
creased imperceptibly, until at last it became an- 
Immense tree, and involved the whole earth in 
darkness and misery. 

. We learn from the history of mankind, that 
into whatsoever state or kingdom, the Pope in- 
troduced, and found means to establish his false 
system of religion, thk slavery and oppression 
became its natural offspring. Tyranny and co- 
vetousness are indeed the prominent features iqE 
this false system of religion* The minds of the 
people being once brought under bondage, it 
became easy for the Pope and his ministers, uu« 
der the mask of religion^ to plunder theiji of 
whatever portion of their wealth they pleased. 

It is of no impoitaiice, at present, to inquire 
whether it was during the latter part of the 
reign of Alfred the Great, or how lotrg it was 
thereafter, that the Pope introduced his false 
system of Roman law into^ the kingdom. It is 
sufficient to know, from historical evidence, tiiac 
it was introduced not very long thereafter j and 
that, like the Scriptures, it was concealed from 
the knowledge of the people who were required 
to obey it, being wrote in the Roman language, 
and not permitted to be translated into the 
language of the country,^ By the introduction 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i 



251 

•f this new system of law, he found means to 
introduce a new ^rder of his creatures and de- 
pendents into th^ society, under the pretence of 
expldning and administering this law. These 
men becamie lawyers by profession, and were 
then called labmen^ Or law-men j and they were 
afterwards formed into a regular society, exactly 
similar to the constitution of the church of 
Rome,^ as will be shewn in the proposed In- 
quiry before alluded to ; and this Romish insti- 
tution has continued unaltered to this very iflay. 
About this time we find, that; besides this Ro- 
itaish system of common law, which the Pope 
introduced into the kingdoir., the statute laws, 
or at least the principal part of them, were then 
reduced into writing; and as there were but 
few of these landed proprietors who composjed 
these different courts of justice that could either 
read or write, thefie law-men were introduced 
into the different courts of justice, to read and 
explain these written laws. Some of the most 
learned of them were elevated to the rank of 
assessors to the judges, and others of them acted 
as advocates and pleaders at the bar, for the in- 
terest of the parties by whom they were em- 
ployed: in the same manner they have conti- 
irued to do to this very day* As the number 
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of tbe$e Uw*S9£n yncreasedt th^ number of th<» 
ass S6^ r : who v*ere appcdoud to attend the m9^ 
(istnte who pr^ided lA the difllrent coui:^, 
was increased also; at fim^ from three ip uwn^ 
and afterwards, to twdve ; and we fijjul^ that a& 
the number of these assessors increased, the 
power of the landed proprietors in tjie difiereoj, 
courts of justice decreased. After the number 
of these assessor* was iw;reased t9 tyjclve^ tfesx 
seemed to have been deemfed a sufl5i?ient jury; 
for the detwmination of any Kjiieption tji^t 
mijht come belbre the court ; and we ?MiCor4^ 
ingly find, that the attendance of the landed 
proprietors i^i the great county^ourta was gw^ 
duaUy dispense4 with* It was deenied swffi*^ 
cient for. them to attend. the two great courta 
'that were hekl annually ine^cb coufttyi the one^ 
in the ^x\nj^^ and the other ifli the autwwx It ii^ 
highly probable^ th^t tlxis dispensation with, 
their attendance in the cou|:ta of jiwtic^, W3»ldt 
be considered by these landed yroprietprsi at 
that time, as a matter of favour and indylsence j; 
not perceiving tbat» by thia xe^inq^iabipent oC^ 
their natural pow^ in the admiliwtration of the. 
law into, the bands of these iiw-»^iif, they yiwf 
forging chains^ not only for thei? oi/?n iiwbR^ 
iiientt bm »lsQ for t^e isythr^w^pt of tjb*i^' 
posterity. 
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1^ amalkr Un^^ propr|€«Qrs bdiiig thw 
itripped of th^ir power ^^ th^ a4^inifitiata>pii of 
juati€0i ti^ suj^rior oTd^.^praiMriejtorfl, <«r 
ooblei^y Viho preside^ in theM wdent court$ of 
justice wfire aft^^wards d^pdv^ of their pfi^wet 
also in the administration of th^ law, aad soin0 
of th§ bi^^r prdw of th^se h^firW^'^ vflext ap- 
pointed by. th« king as p^cuoiaiy judges, to ad«- 
minister ju«^ to h^ sul>jeci;$ in their stead: 
aU the lai^Moirdf in the kingdom were then com* 
polled t)Q bow their neck^t. aad receive that yoke 
whiclbtbe Pope wijib thf^ King'$ assistance, iib'* 
posed upen them^ and which) it has been alifead^ ^ 
shown^ all the i^ihabiltafits of th^se three united 
kiftgdoms^ stiU Q(;^!$nue to wean 

The laiMlHc^dem of the kingdom having been 
thus deprived of their natural power in the go* 
vernment of the country, it is obvious, that that 
divine systeajk of gi^emment which the Al- 
n^hty ha4 <sui|))isbed in England,.: by Alfred 
the Grtat, wa« nearly, if bol completibly bvcar-* 
turned; and we iiftd from the history of Eng- 
l^Miid^ that» fromthat period^ it became arbitrary 
and Qppr«99tVfrto ail orders of men in the ataie^ 
and cootlo^d tOt be.io: xm&k the tiooe of the Re^ 
vdutk» ift the year l§88v 

^ te» |^nni»ry Judges wete ail iqppoioted i 
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hf die king^ and held their offices duriog lfl$ 
will and pleasure only, they naturally became 
his instruments for enforcing his own arbitrary 
will upon the people as a law. Of this Judge 
Jeffiries, in the reign of James the Second, is an 
infamous example. - 

We have no certwh knowledge at what period 
k was, that the Pope was enabled to introduce 
fhe head of that society of lawyers which he had 
established in the kingdom, into the high court 
of parfiament, under the title of the Lord Chan- 
cellor of England. But 4t is exceedingly obvi- 
ous thstt he did, by that means, obtain the same 
absolute power in the administration of the law, 
so long as he supported the king in the exercise 
of his arbitrary government, that he had before 
obtained over the consciences of men, in matters 
of religion. 

Having shown the constitution of that natural 
government which the Almighty himself estab- 
lished in England during the reign cf Alfred the 
Great ; the power with which the landholders 
of the kingdom were invested under that divine 
system of government j the means by which they 
were deprived of that power j and having also 
shown the arbitrary dominion, which the judges 
ilk the courts of few h^ye thereby iacquired oyer 
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all orders of men lathe state^ and the grievous 
oppression which they are' thereby made tbsuf-^ 
fer ; it now remains for the difierent^ orders of 
landed proprietors in the kingdom, to determine 
for themselves, whether they will^ or will not 
continue to wear this disgraceful yoke of slavery. 
If they shall unanimously determine to become 
free, and resume that power which their ances- 
tors possessed in the government of the country 
during the reign of Alfred the Great, it is ex- 
ceedingly obvious that no pow«r on earth caa 
prevent thenK 

But whether they^ shall be disposed to^ listen 
to the truth, and thereby become free, or shut 
their ears and continue under bondage ^ I calt 
heaven and earth, and their own consciences to 
witness against them, that the things which I 
have told them are true. 

That the Spirit of God may enlighten the 
fhinds of all the inhabitants of these kingdoms, 
in the perfect knowledge of truth and freedom ; 
that they may become his instruments for dif- 
fusing this^ knowledge of truth and freedom 
over all the earth ;, that the kingdom of God^ 
and his righteous law, may be soon perfectly 
established, and faithfully inforced, in this king- 
pin j and tliat ouif beloved Sovereign and his 
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potterity way Become therebf ett^eS to hhe^ 
the tlirone of ^ese domiaiefl», tmtil tittte «Iiatt 
M no iBoie, it die rincere ^nyct, of . 
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pRosPEcras, 

or THE 

P&OFOSED INQUIRT INTO THE ORIGIN 0^ 
GOVERNMENT AMD LAW. 

Winch is at present nearly ready for the Press. 



Jl his Inquiry will consist of two parts i 

Pirst, an inquiry into that system which the 
Creator established at the beginning, for the 
government of the natural world j and, 

Secondly, an inquiry into the system which 
he then also established for the government of 
the moral world. The first part will contain. 

First, an inquiry into the nature of these 
principles, or spiritual agents, which the Creator 
has been pleased to employ and which he still 
continues to employ as his ministers, for the 
execution of his will, in the formation, preser- 
vation, and reproduction of all material bodies. ^^ 

Secondly, an inquiry into the plan upon 
which all nature is formed. 
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Thirdly, into the system by which it is go- 
verned. 

And, lastly, an explanation of the law by 
which this goverment is regulated. 

In the first chapter of the second part it will 
be shown, that that system, which the Creator 
has ordained, for the.govemment of all mankind 
was established at the very creation of man ; 
and that it was for this purpose, and for the 
gradual production of mankind upon the earth, 
that he created them male and femalc^'^t will 
be shown, that after this divine system of go- 
vernment had been twice overturned by the 
wickedness of man, it was again re-established in 
Israel, when David was called to the throne of that 
kingdom ; and that, after it had been again over- 
turned by the wickedness of David's successors, 
it was, last of all, re-established in England dur- 
iag the reign of Alfred the Great. And it will 
also be shown, that that system of govonment, 
which was then established in England, as de- 
scribed by Dr. Henry in his History of Britain, 
is a perfect copy, not only of that which the Cre- 
ator established in Israel,,but also, of that whicji 
he has established for the government of all his 
works. 
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In the second chapter, it will be shown, by 
what means this divine system of government 
was overturned in England, by Alfred's succesors, 
and by what means it was again re-established 
in its present imperfect state. — It will be shown 
that a great matny of our present statute laws 
are inconsistent with the law which the Al- 
mighty established in Israel, for the regulation 
of his government ; and that the generality of 
out revenue laws, are not only altogether incon- 
sistent with the natural freedom of man, and 
obctruct the natural improvement of the coun- 
try ; but that they have also a direct tendehcy 
to corrupt the morals and destroy the fear of 
God in the minds of the people. 

In the third chapter it will be shown by what 
simple and easy means this divine system of go- 
vernment may be again, at this time, perfectly 
re-established in this kingdom; and that all 
these evils and oppressions, of which the inha- 
bitants of this kingdom now complain, will be 
thereby completely removed. 

The last chapter will contain such practical 
observations as naturally arise from the whole of 
the subject. 
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